LE T'TE R 8 


0 F 
BARON _ 


SECRETARY of LEGATION to the Kine 
of PRUssIA; PRECEPTOR to PRINCE FER» 
DINAND; CHANCELLOR of the UnivgR-- 


| SITYS in the Dominions of his Pruſſian Ma- 
| jeſty, F. R. A. B. &c. Author of the PoLt- 1M 
1 TICAL INSTITUTES. | „„ 11 


CONTAINING 
Original ANECDoTEs of the PRUssIAN 
Cour for the laſt Twenty Years, 


* ranſlated from the GERMAN, 


By Mr. H O Of E x. 


In Two VOLUMES. 
VOL, 1 


D 2 — * 


LONDON: 


Printed for J. Ropson, in Bond-ſtreet ; and Ri- 
 CHaRDSoN and URQUHART, under the Royal 
— Enchange, MDCCLXVI1L, 


\ 


To Her moſt Sacred Majeſty, 
CHARLOTTE, 
Quzzn of GREAT B RITA N, &c. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


Learned and polite” German, 
| A who has lately aſſumed an 
| Engliſh dreſs, begs leave to 
lay himſelf at your Majeſtys feet. 
Was that dreſs neceſſary on this oc- 
cafion? No: but long practiſed in 
the devoirs of a court, he naturally ap- 
pears before a ſovereign princeſs in that 
mode which of all others ſhe eſteems 
the moſt. | 
As the following pages, Ae 
contain the moſt remarkable anec- 
dotes, in twenty of the laſt years, of 
a German court, that is the reſidence 
of the northern ſtar; of a court, that for 
the encouragement of learning and 
| a 2 DL: 
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the improvement of taſte; for the ſa- 


-: gacity and extent of deſign, and the 


vigor and rapidity of execution, is be- 
held with high reſpect and admiration 
by every power of Europe; and of a 
court that has the honor to be nearly 
allyd to that of Great Britain ; it is 
humbly preſumed that they will not 
be diſpleaſing to your majeſty. 
Many and great are the advantages 
theſe kingdoms have derived from 
Germany; but eſpecially when ſhe 
gave them that great prince, who 
came to ſet his ſea] to the libertys of 
Britain; and under the auſpicious reigns, 
of whoſe auguſt ſucceſſors, theſe nations 
have arrived to a height of power, of 
riches, of renown, and extent of domini- 
on, to which the fondeſt hopes of their 
forefathers dared not to aſpire. Many 
and great ate the obligations theſe 
kingdoms have to that empire; but, 


above all, for her laſt, beſt gift, a prin- 
ceſs 


DEDICATION. x 
ceſs, whoſe character beggars all pane- 
gyric ; for the fertility of invention and 
the vigor of diſcernment; the ſubli- 
mity of ſcience, and the poignancy of 
wit, the refinements of taſte, the ener- 
gy of ſpirit, and the allurements of 
urbanity, are but as bubbles that float 
upon the. ſurface of the deep, when 
compared with the virtues that en- 
rich the heart of the Queen of Great 
Britain, 

That your Majeſty may long, very: 
Tong remain, a bright example of the 
perfection of conjugal, maternal, and 
roial excellence: that you may be the 
perpetual ſolace and joy of a monarch, 
whoſe exalted merit entitles him to be 
the ſovereign, as He is confeſſedly the 
friend, of all mankind: that you may 
bleſs theſe nations with a numerous 
race of patriot princes, who, for long 
ſucceeding ages, may reign in the 
hearts of a * free people: who. 

may 
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may be the ſupreme. umpires amidſt 
the contending powers of Europe: 
who may hurl the Britiſh thunder on 
the guilty, and extend their benign 
aid and protection, to the injurd and 
oppreſſd, among the moſt diſtant na- 
tions of the earth: is the conſtant, 
_ ardent wiſh, of every rightful ſon of 


Britain; but of none more ardently, 
than of 


Your Majeſtys 


Moſt devoted Servant, | 


W. HOOPER: 
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LETTER I. 
To Madam von 0 1 5 


; 2 Jah 2 20, 1741, 


of waiting on his majeſty. In this 


camp are ſen thoſe of Alexander and 


Darius united : it has the fame, the ſpirit, 
and diſcipline of the former, the gran- 


dieur and gaiety of the latter. Here you 


may purchaſe every kind of merchan- 


diſe, even to rich laces and Jewels; ; ſo | 
that one ſeems to be in-the midſt of ſome 

great fair. The ſmall town of Strehle, 5 
which is but a cannonſhot from che | 


Vor. I TT &-. _ . aa 


A M juſt. returnd from the camp 
by Strehle, where 1 had the honor 


rern 

camp, is crowded with ſtrangers; with 
miniſters, courtiers, merchants, and, above 
all, with officers ladys; "theſe laſt form the 


magnet of love, that draws all things to 
itſelf. Here the ſons of Mars repair, 


to obtain a recompenſe for the toils of 
war, in the arms of their fair ones. But 


theſe ladys are not all brought hither by 


motives equally laudable; for here you 


ſee a company of honorable dames, con- 
ducted by Hymen, to the enjoyment of 
tender and fincere delights; and- there 
a band of wandering nymphs, from the 
high court of Venus, compelled by love, 


and the inconſtancy of fortune, to follow | 


the footſteps of the army. 
Among the foreign miniſters, the duke 


of Belliſle, and the marquis of Montigo, 
are thoſe that make the greateſt eclat ; the 
former ambaſſadour from the court of 
France, and the other from that of Spain, 
to attend at Francfort the election and 


coronation of the new emperour. The 
portraits 


8 


, /# 


\ 


LETTER 'S 'S-- 


portraits of theſe diſtinguiſhd and re- 
ſpected miniſters, have been drawn by ſo 


many able pens, that I was deſirous of 
making” a ſketch of them myſelf, but 


have not had the honor of- a ſufficient 


acquaintance, to do it effectually; in- 


deed ſcarce have I had any opportu- 
nity of diſcovering their real characters; 
therefore can only ſay, in general, that 
they appear to be ſagacious ſtateſmen, 
able miniſters, finiſhd courtiers, and 
as learnd as amiable gentlemen. 


Each of theſe miniſters makes a moſt | 


brilliant figur, and never have 1 ſeen 
any one travel with more eaſe and 
convenience, more elegance and gran- 
deur, than does the marquis of Montigo.z 
wherever he ſtops to dine or ſup, he finds 
a room hung with the richeſt tapeſtry, the 
floor coverd with Turky carpets; with 
velvet chairs, and every other kind of 


convenience ; a table ſumptuouſly ſervd, 


the choiceſt wines, and a deſſert of fruit 
„ and 


— 


rr 


and confetts, that Paris itſelf could not 
excel. This kind of enchantment, this real 
miracle in Germany, is performed by 


means of three baggage-wagons, of 


which two always go before the ambaſſa- 


dour, and carry with them every thing ne- 


ceſſary for his reception; and when they 


arrive in ſome poor village, the domeſ- 
tics that accompany each waggon imme- 


diately clear and clean ſome chamber, fix 
the tapeſtry by rings to the walls, cover 
the floor with carpets, and furniſh the 


kitchen and cellar 1 every * of ne- 


celary.  * 
The firſt day the marquis of Montigo 
arrived in the camp, he had the honor of 


dining with the King ; but as it is not his 
majeſtys cuſtom to ſup, the ambaſſadour 


returnd in the evening to Strehle, where 
we, the baron of Pollnitz, M. Jordan, 
and I, met him walking with M. Cara- 
vachal, the firſt gentleman of his retinue: 


he ſeemed ſomewhat diſcontented, and at 


'a loſs 


FM 


a lofs to know where to ſpend the even- 
ing; we took the liberty therefore to in- 


vite him to a collation; to ſuch a one as 
ve could expect to make extempore and 


immediately ſet our domeſtics on the 
hunt, with orders to beat up every quar- 


ter, and to ſpare no expence to provide 


the beſt entertainment the town could af- 


ford; but every ſort of proviſion -was | 


confumed, and we were forced to offer a 
very wretched ſupper. However, we put 


2 good face on the matter, endeavouring 
to attone for other defects by mirth and 


gaiety; and to make it the more agree- 


able, we invited a young demoeiſelle, 


called Louiſa von Strehle, who happened 
to be quite to the ambaſſadours taſte; 
was ſenſible of it, improved it, and be- 


came extreme good company; ſo that 


the pooreſt entertainment in the world be- 
came one of the moſt agreeable. 

The marquis was ſo well diente that 

he invited us all to dine with him the 

2 „ next 
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next day. We were well ſatisfied that 
in point of proviſions, he would find 
himſelf in the ſame dilemma that we had 
been; but how great was our aſtoniſnh- 
ment when we came and ſaw a table 
coverd with ſo great a profuſion of de- 
licacys, that the firſt citys of Europe 
could not have furniſhd a better. We 
were now more than ever aſhamed of our 
flender repaſt, and were forced to ac- 
knowledge, that in any civilized part of 
the world, it is poſſible with money 
and- induſtry to provide an — re- 
treat. 
The review the king was to make of 
bis cavalry is over, they were found com- 
plete, and in excellent order. Since the 
departure of the ambaſſadours the ap- 
pearance of the army is quite changed; 
and it ſeems to me as if his majeſty in- 
tended to break up the camp, in order 
to finiſh the conqueſt of Sileſia. All 
the foreign miniſters as well as the of- 

. 2 ficers 
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ficers ladys have -left Strehle, and are re- 
turned to Breſlaw. The king has grant- 

ed us leave, and me in particular has or- 
dered, to return to this city, and here to 
wait his commands. I obeyed his ma- 
jeſty with great pleaſure ; and the more, 
as after eighteen months rambling about, 
I am glad of a little reſt. | = 

I cannot conclude, Madam, without = 

aſſuring you, that notwithſtanding all the | 
fatigues of war, the king is in perfect 
health, and more gay and pleaſant than 
ever; and all who approach his majeſty, 
meet with a moſt gracious reception. In 
the midſt of his camp, and at the head 
of ſixty thouſand Pruſſians, our monarch 

appears to me, with a new and . 

air of greatneſs, 
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LETTER II. 


To M. von M* * *, at Hanover. 


2 Aug. 3, 1741. 
FIND myſelf quite at my eaſe in 


Breſlaw, and paſs my time in the 
moſt agreeable manner in the world. 


I live with my friend Jordan, in the 
_ houſe of a very worthy man, M. Gimſch, 


the banker; where the counteſs of Stu- 
beck was ſo good as to make room for 
us. Here we live a life full of learned 


amuſement. The . morniog is paſſed 
with breakfaſt, reading, and writing, 


From eleven to half twelve we dreſs, and 
when twelye ſtrikes we go to M. Korns, 
the kings bookſeller, where all men of 
letters that are in the town, and all lovers 


of news, reſort; for here they meet with 


every 
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zvery thing that is new in the mark of 
learning and politics. At one, we return 
home, where we find a good dinner pro- 


155 vided for us. The afternoon i is devoted 


ro thoſe viſits of ceremony which a cer- 
tain rank in life requires; and in the 
evening we go to the aſſembly; for there 
is one every night at one of the ſeven 
following houſes, by rotation: his emi- 
nence the cardinal of Sinzendorf, the 
lady marechal, the counteſs of Wilſcheck, 
the counts of Hoberg, of Noſtitz, and 
of Almenſlo, and, the barons of * 
and Sweerts, | 

The aſſembly conſiſts of a very rolls 
and numerous company; and every 
ſtranger that is known is extremely well 
received. We are received here as cour- 
tiers of the king of Pruſſia, and conſe- 
quently as thoſe who enjoy his. grace and 
favor, and therefore no bounds” are ſet 
to the politeneſs with which we are 
| treated, And though I am far from be- 


B 4. ing 


rr IL 
ing inſenſible to theſe civilities, and take 

every opportunity of acknowledging them, 
yet I cannot chooſe but inwardly laugh 
when I obſerve the ſtately port of ſome 
of the chief of the Auſtrian nobility ; - 
and cant help thinking , when I enter 
their houſes, how much I am obliged to 
fixty thouſand Pruſſians for this gracious 
reception. Do not conclude however 
from this, that I am under any tempta- 
tion to give myſelf airs of arrogance or 


importance; far otherwiſe ; I take a more 
than ordinary care to ſhow all poſſible 


marks of civility and condeſcenſion; and. 
it is to this conduct I owe, that I find 
myſelf more loved than feared in Breſ- 


flaw. , 


There ate alſo here meſſieurs Mun- 
chow and Rienhard, the king of Pruſſias 


directors and commiſſarys for the war 


in Sileſia; M. von Marwitz, lieutenant- 
general and commandant of the town; 


the counteſſes of Kamecken, of Haak, 
and 


 ERBETE® I bs 
and of Wartenſleben ; madams von Horn, 
and von Thiel, with other ladys of Ber- 


ln, whoſe huſbands have paſts in the 
Lord Hyndford, ambaſſadour 


army. 
from Great Britain; the marquis of Vil- 
leroy, ambaſſadour from France; baron 
Ginckel; general Pretorius, and M. 
Rudens, reſpectively ambaſſadours from 
Holland, Denmark, and Sweden; the 
count of Thoring, and the chevalier De 


from Poland; and M. von Schweichelt, 
ambaſſadour from Hanover; and laſtly, 
the couſin of our ſtate miniſter, that 
worthy gentleman, M. Podewils, who is. 
lately returned from Ruſſia; and M. 
Vokerodt, privy councellor in the de- 
partment for foreign affairs; a very learn. 
ed, able and active man; with both of theſe 


J have contracted a cloſe friendſhip. Of 


the celebrated baron Pollnitz I ſay no- 
_ as you well know that I have for 
5 'B 6 a long 


la Roſee, as minifters from the court of 
Bavaria; M. von Bulow, ambaſſadour 
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-a long time been honored with his in- 


timate acquaintance. And, to make the 


company complete, we expect every day 
the count of Algarotti, who is on his re- 
oy from his journey to Turin. 


My favourite houſe in Breſlaw is that 
of baron? W——'s, and for theſe rea- 


ſons; Jam received here, with open 


arms, at all hours of the day, without 


reſtraint or compliment. The hoſt is 
one of the beſt ſort of men in the world, 
with which he has a large acquaintance: 
he loves good company, a good table, 


and play. His wife is made of the beſt 
ſtuff that God ever made a woman; 
only there is a little too much of her 


in length and breadth. She has much 


good ſenſe, and ſays, with the voice of 


thunder, many polite and agreeable things. 
She makes incomparable good verſes too, 

but in German. She loves company, 
1 and to 9 95 a wenn evening with her 


— 


* 
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Rente; 3 Her kitchen is Gree 2 
_ 


—— —— ores 2 — 


But the et Anse to has | 


| honda are her two amiable nieces, the 
Mademoiſelles St. — —, who live with 


her. My underſtanding has declared for 
the eldeſt, and my heart for the youngeſt. 


Never have I ſeen ſuch brilliant eyes, and 
lovely auburne hair. She has great 
ſtrength of judgment, joined to a refined 
ſubtilty of wit: a diſcreet and delicate 
gaiety: a certain pleaſing manner in her 
converſation : - great prudence of beha- 
viour, and a ſoul perfectly virtuous. All 
ſtrangers that come here ſacrifice to her 
charms. I-take' no ſmall pains to ſtand 
foremoſt in the rank of her devotees: 


but, alas! I have a. tremendous rival in 


the perſon of my beſt friend. The, phi- 


loſophy of the honeſt, worthy. Jordans, 
has received a terrible. ſhock from the 


. force of ſo 7 many charms; for I perceive- . | 


him more ſmitten than: a young beau. 
U „ He 
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He has the n talent of aa 
his paſſion, by ſome ſecret method, to 
her that is the object of it. She told 
him the other day that Inſenſibility was 
her diſtinguiſhing character. M. Jordan 
thought therefore that he muſt combat 
with this inſenſibility, and wrote her a 
gallant letter in the name of Senſibility 
wh: here ſend you, Sir, as it may 
perk... afford you ſome entertainment, 
eſpecially when you know its role c con- 
e 


Mademoiſelle, 
HE impulſe of an honorable paſſion 
compels: me to write to you; no other 


motive could juſtify ſo great a liberty, 
as I well know how much a lady thinks 


of a letter that comes from a man. For 


& each blooming nymph believes it a 
« heinous crime, to peruſe ſuch epiſtles, 
* and why? becauſe in her opinion, 

© therein 
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<6 therein lurks a dangerous poiſon *.“ 
This poiſon however is not ſo dangerous, 
as that infenſibility which you ſo readily 
give place to in your heart. Oh! no, 
you cannot harbour ſo cruel a deſign; 


e infenſibility is an enemy to humanity. 


To know therefore what you are, and 


„yet to fly from love, is it not contrary. 


«*« to nature? you know it is.“ FW. 
ever in public, madam, I readit<eon- 
ent that you parade. with this pretence,, 
as the beſt means of ridding yourſelf of 
that heap of importunate ſupplicants,, 
which your charms have drawn together. 


<« For where your youth and beauty are 


<< ſo happily blended, it is no wonder to 


« ſee a crowd of admirers, But yet 


* when ſo many of them are lying at your 
© feer, to aſſume a forrowful countenance 
© ſeemshowever ſomewhat mal-a-propos.” 


1 


ä F 


* The paſſages printed between invented « commas 
are wrote in the original in rhime. 


„ But 
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But is not this inſenſibility, it may be 
ſaid, the offspring of ſelf-love? No! it 
is founded on a nobler principle, on a 
tranſcendent dignity of ſoul. As. the 
e conqueror ſeated in his triumphant car, 
« drawn by fame and honor, and tranſ- 
< ported with lofty thoughts, can ſcarce 
ce youchſafe to caſt a tranſient glance 
< on the n pomp that ſurrounds 
ce him.“ But ſuppoſe, madam, you 
ſhould ſee at your feet, a man gay and 
agreeable, animated with a ſincere reſpect, 
and dying for love, could you then be 
perfectly inſenſible? ** It were cruel to 
* treat ſo. much merit with ſo great in- 
« difference. Prudence requires it not; 
« I will make room for him ; but you 

« muſt away with pride and vain- glory.” 
For ſuch inſenſibility and pride are as 
| like each other as two drops of water. 
There ſeems, if I dare to ſay it, too 
much preſumption in ſuch a reſolution. 
Do = flatter as that you ſhall for 
ever 
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ever remain miſtreſs of your heart? © No! 
** thou erreſt, moſt excellent fair one; 
eit is eaſy to indulge in that proud 


« thought; but, alas! Sylvia, the critical 
c time will come, when in a moment 
% your heart ſhall be robbed of its free- 
e dom.” This is the great work of the 
goverhor, or, if you pleaſe, the tyrant of 


our community. You know him not, 


but you will know him, and he will de- 
lude you under the maſk of friendſhip. 
It is that which firſt ſoftetis the heart ; 
as a friend the courtier makes but 


half a conqueſt; but take care! or by 5 
< the aid of love, he will quickly com- 


L plete the victory. Fou ſee, madam, 


how eaſily you may be deprived of what 
you ſo highly boaſt; for you will not 
quarrel with friendſhip for the ſake of 
inſenſibility, I will readily allow that 


the party you eſpouſe is recommended 


by prudence, but do not flatter yourſelf 


too 


* 


. * 


«3 
24 1 ** * * . * * 
- - 2 : ha 1 
. - — — — 
— 2 ——ů—— — my ; N 8 0 
5 yo - — — — 8 
N > OO Rr nd BEER * 2 - — 
— — — —— — * 


* 
he | 
1 1 \ 
3 iS 
Ti. / 
- mY $ \ 
4 771 
* * i 
£ } 
#1; * i 
+ 
. 
+ 


SS LETTRE HL 

too much on that account. For oft- 
* times they who boaſt of their ſtrength 
* and courage, when difficulty and dan. 


„ger beſet them, quickly ſhew how 


© little right they have to ſuch great pre- 
e tenſions.” For this virtue, if it be a 
virtue, you are to thank your mind, not 
your heart; nature has made you ſen- 
ſible, and diſcretion would make you in- 
ſenſible. © I who am chiefly known ta 
„ the learned world, and little under- 
e ſtand of the difficult art of pleaſing + 
<< I love, tis true, but I love as a pe- 
5 dant, and therefore has the god of love 
<< deprived me of his grace.” Here ends 
my troubleſome epiftle. IT am, with 
the moſt perfect reſpect, madam, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


0 SENSIBILITY. 


Ma 


V 


Mademoiſelle St. —— found this let- 


ter very witty and polite; for by flat- 
tering her ſelf-love, it appeared more per- 


fect than perhaps in fact it is: however, 
ſhe could not reſolve to write any anſwer, 
but treated the whole as a piece of plea - 


ſantry. She ſhewed it to young P——; 
who took. a copy of it, and wrote a very 
_ obliging anſwer in the ladys name; and 
in the verſes he interſperſed in his an- 
| ſwer, he made uſe of the ſame-rhimes as 
M. Jordan had done in his letter. - 
I took no copy, I can only remember that 
the beginning ran thus: 


S IR, 
TF there were leſs wit and gallantry i in 


your letter, it would be impoſſible to 
ſuppoſe you the author; but where there 


are ſo many brilliant traits, ſo many po- 
| liſhed turns of expreſſion, you are eaſy 
to be diſcovered. ** Every one ſays, and 
I think without tranſgreſſing, that no- 
** body is better verſed than you in the 
| cc diffi- 


As 
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difficult art of pleaſing. But why a- 
void your writing ? becauſe therein is 
concealed an alluring wit, a dangerous 
* poiſon *,” At leaſt, Sir, I know no 
man that can make a better conceal- 
ment of this kind than yourſelf; and this 
confirms me in the reſolution I bave al- 
read y taken, &c. for I have forgot the 
reſt. e . 

MN. P read this anſwer to the a- 
morous Jordan in the aſſembly, privately, 
and as if he had juſt received it from 

_ Mademoiſelle. St. ——. He immedi- 

ately ſlipd out of the room, to read it 

to himſelf in the antichamber, and re- 

turnd with ſo triumphant an air, that I 


could eaſily ſee the perfect joy of his. ſoul 


ſparkling i in his eyes, tho I could.not 
- gueſs the cauſe, We had ot before | 


—_ 


** 


9 0 * phe —. _ *— 


8 This _ is Aiken wrote in Hu and has 


the ſame rhime with the fcft of thoſe in ö 3 
letter. 


* 


in- 
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invited M. p — and M. Vockerodt to 


ſup with us after the aſſembly. M. Jor- 


dan came to me, and deſired that I would 


leave off play as ſoon as poſſible, and go 
home with him, for that he had ſome- 


thing of conſequence ' to communicate. 
We ended our play in fact very early, 
and went home with our two gueſts. 


Immediately the impatient Jordan 


read us the anſwer he had receivd; and 
his paſſion found it a thouſand times 
more witty than it really was. He did 
not doubt a moment but that the all-ac- 
compliſhed St. —— was the author of 
it. Mr. Vockerodt confirmed him in 
this opinion, and congratulated him on 
his good fortune. But the arch droll 


P—— bit his lips, and ſeemed to think 


there were ſeveral paſſages in it liable to 


exception, For my part, I could not 
withhold my. approbation ; but at the 
ſame time, with a heart full of jealouſy, 


the author of it appeared to me far leſs 


ami- 
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amiable than I had once thought her. 
We paſſed the whole evening with talk- 
ing of nothing but the divine St, —— 
we drank her health a thouſand times; 1 
drank it gaily, but the joy did not come 
from my heart; it was with my mouth 
only that I laughed. I threw myſelf af. 
terwards on the bed, full of wild imagi- 
nations, and in the midſt of grief and 
' confuſion, fell aſleep. 8 

The next morning M. P—— drew 
me out of all my anxiety, without know- 
ing it; for he told me in confidence, 
that the anſwer was of his making, and 
that our fair one had not had the leaſt 
hand in it. I found myſelf immediately 
animated with a freſh zeal, and deter- 
mind to uſe all poſſible means to gain 
her heart. I have already got the ſtart 
of my friend Jordan; and as we treat 
this affair in the preſence of each other, 
as a matter of gaiety, I flatter myſelf 
that the ſucceſs with which -our labors 
may 


welt 


may be alternately crownd, will not in 


the leaſt wound that tender friendſhip 
which ſubſiſts between us. 


The utmoſt of our intentions goes no 
further than to gain the efteem of this 


unrivalled beauty : we rate her far too 
high to think of any thing more; for 
her virtue as well as her birth, command 
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ns to join the higheſt ſenſe of delicacy, 


with the profoundeſt reſpect and venera- 
tion. As to what regards the band of 


wedlock, my friend and fellow laborer 
in love, thinks himſelf too old, and I, 
myſelf too young, to entertain any 
thoughts of it. The ſacrifice that we 
offer therefore, is free from all ſelf- in- 


tereſt: all jealouſy is baniſhd, and we 


mix with our paſſion much humor and 
pleaſantry. 
TI wiſh however that it may ſtop here, 


and that my heart may not be caught 


in good earneſt; for I find I have need 
of the greateſt caution, to guard againſt 
the 
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„ LETTER I. 
the moſt charming of all paſſions, if 


would preſerve that happineſs of life 
which is founded in freedom; therefore 
in oppoſition to it, I ſet no bounds to 


my friendſhip, . and above all to that, 


which I ſhall at all times preſerve for 
you, to ith laſt moment of my 1 


ET TER H. 
: To M. yon M* * . at Hanover. 


e Age, 12, 1741. 


0 W unfortunate i is idleneſs for a 


young man that has been uſed 
to buſineſs. In England, when Y” had 


many difficulties to encounter, I deſpiſed 


the dangers of love. The charms of the 
molt perfect beautys made. not the leaſt 


; impreſſion on my ſoul. Yes! 'the allure- 


ments of love were utter ſtrangers to my 
| hear 2 


* . 
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heart. But now, that I have nothing to 
E _ purſue but my pleaſure, all my inclina- 
: tions lead to the amorous paſſion. And N 
5 now, Sir, behold I wear the chains of two mn 
© | lovely conquerors, at once. What will 


be. the conſequence I know not; 'for 
they ſay when the tender paſſion has 
once taken root, it every day n more 
* ſtrong. | 
It gives me ſome ſatisfaction, however, 
to find that my weakneſs does not diſ- 
pleaſe you: and it will give me a very 
ſenſible pleaſure if you would regard me 
as ſome hero of romance, or theatric 
prince, who is continually amuſing ſome 
one or other with the ftory of his love; 
that I might think myſelf entitled to a 
give you a relation of mine: well then, 
here you have it in two words. 
I have already acquainted you how 
| ſtrongly my heart was attached to the 
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mw lovely St, ——, This inclination I found 8 1 
ny * increafing, and I was on the point 10 


rt; GF f 


err 

of giving up my heart to the moſt tender 
and violent affection for that incompa- 
rable beauty, when an oppoſite paſſion 
ſeems to have ſtifled that pleaſing fire. 
[ was at the aſſembly; Mademoiſelle 
St. —— was not there; and as my eyes 
roved about the room with an idle curi- 
olity, I ſaw, with a moſt pleaſing, inex- 
preſſible ſenſation, a ſtrange lady enter. 
She ſeemd to be about eight and twenty; 
her figur was natural, eaſy and elegant, 
accompanyd with an air of nobility; in 
every part of her behaviour there was 
ſomething pleaſing and graceful; and 
without being a perfe& beauty, ſhe had 
certain regular and diſtinguiſhing ſtrokes 
that adornd her whole perſon : her large 
blue eyes were at once piercing and ten- 
der: her hair was rather of a light brown, 
than flaxen; and her countenance highly 
animated. I aſked who ſhe was, and 
they told me it was madam von C——, 
that her huſband was in the army with 
0: > Fw 
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the king, and that ſhe was come to paſs 
. away the time of the campaign in Breſlaw. 
I immediately mixd with the crowd 
that ſurrounded this lady, and found an 
uncommon defire to be taken notice of 
by her: but as ſhe ſeemd to pay but 
little regard to my perſon, I withdrew to 
another part of the room; from whence 
I obſervd her in converſation with M. 
P——, with whom ſhe was acquainted. 
About half an hour after the ladys pre- 
pard for play ; and as ſhe was no ſtranger 
to the place, M. P—— propoſd a party 
at quadrille, with her, the counteſs of 


Noſtitz, himſelf, and a friend of his: 


this friend was me. She anſwerd, as I 
was afterwards told, I am perfectly well 
contented with Madam von Noſtitz, and 
you, Sir, but the fourth party I have i in 
my eye, if he be not already engaged. 

She came in fact croſs the room, to where 
I was talking with ſomebody in a win- 
bald and to my great ſurpriſe, coming 
7 


28 LETTER III. 
up to me with a card in her hand, aſkd 
me to be of her party. This offer, with 
ſo much freedom, appeard to me to be 
ſomething more than a bare civility. I 
handed her to the table that was pre- 
pard for us, and when we came up to it, 
ſee, Sir, ſays ſhe, this is our fourth party. 
Ha] madam, anſwerd Mr. P=—, why 
that is the very friend I had deſignd 
for you; whence comes it that he has 
ſo quickly obtaind the honor of your 
acquaintance ? She bluſhd a little at 
theſe words, and her bluſhes gave a new 
luſtre to her charms, 

We ſat down to play. A few ftolen 
glances z a caſual rencounter of the eyes; 
marks of attention to, and aprobation of, 
every thing that I ſaid: a complacent 
ſmile; at intervals, a certain abſence of 

mind: all theſe affected me ſo much, 
that I was under no ſmall concern for 
my heart : however I had courage enough 
left to aſk leave to wait on her the next 
day. 


— 
——— 
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day. This ſhe forbade; but in fo gen- 


tle a manner, that I made not the leaſt 
heſitation the following day about noon, 
to pay her a viſit. 


] was extremely well receivd. We 
were alone: when with great circum- 


ſpection, and many choice words, ] ven- 


turd to declare, the ſudden impreſſion, 


that the firſt ſight of her charms, had 
made on my foul. 


in our minds, and in our hearts: and 
yet we were mutually and equally ſtruck 
at the firſt ſight of each other. A new 
fprung paſſion is ever dexterous, at de- 
viſing means by which it may encreaſe, 
and overcome all obſtacles. We availed 
ourſelves of a contrivance of this kind, 
to avoid the difficulty that uſually at- 
tends the making of partys, in an aſſem- 
ws We likewiſe 8 for the futur, 


She anſwerd me 
with a refined art, and with wonderful de- 
licacy; yet ſo, that I could eaſily per- 
 ceive, there reigned a ſort of ſympathy ' 
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to converſe with each other only as ſtran- 
gers, that were ſubjects of the ſame 
prince; and that in Public as little as 
poſſible. | | 

Madam von C—— has kept her 
Ra PY There paſſes no day that I have 
not the pleaſure of waiting on her at 
her houſe; or at leaſt of ſeeing her at 
the aſſembly. But, alas! my dear friend, 
I drink, at theſe interviews, large in- 
toxicating draughts, that prey upon my 
heart, and ſeem to ſteal from me that 
pleaſure which J lately found in the con- 
verſation of Mademoiſelle St. ——. 

My friend Jordan, who has markd my 
riſing paſſion, endeavours to ſupport the 
former one, and tells me that I do not 
act like a man of ſtrict honor, to ſeek to 
excite a paſſion in a young lady, to 
which I cannot ſeriouſly think of making 
a ſuitable. return. I ſee this young lady 
daily with pleaſure, but I find not that 
rapturous emotion in. my ſoul, which the 

| pre- 
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preſence of Madam von Cr Cone 


ſtantly excites. 
What think you of all his my dear 
friend? am I really in love? and is it 


poſſible to aſſociate this paſſion with that 


which I have already declard for the lovely 


St,——? Will not my reputation, my 


ſincerity, my honor ſuffer in this buſi- 
nels? Aid me quickly with your beſt 
council; for as you know not either of 
the partys, you muſt be free from pre- 
judice; and reaſon and juſtice alone will 
direct your judgment. I embrace you 
affectionately, 6 


And have the honor to be, &c. 


LETTER. 
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LETTER Iv. 


To M. Lamprecht, at Berlin. 


Breſtav, fugut 16. 1741. 
' ©, you have got to Berlin likewiſe, 
and think there to make your for- 
tune. I hope you will never have oc- 
caſion to alter your opinion; for the 
barren land of Brandenburgh will hence- 
forth become a fruitful ſoil, in which the 
kings hand ſhall make ability and merit 
flouriſh abundantly: a foil in which not 
the native only, but all foreign Plants 
will grow with great increaſe. 

Only make yourſelf known, and never 
doubt of making your fortune. You. 
come indeed at an unprofitable ſeaſon of 
the year, when our ſovereign is totally 
engroſſd by his army. For it is in ſum- 

ä =. 


4 
— — — «Us > — — — ——— — = FS 2 — — — 4 — —— — _— _ _— 
— Y — —— R Pt — : _—_ — — — — —— —_ 
— — — — — — — WS bY 5 * 8 8 — — — — — — * XV k un” 2 4 
= — Pp. . — — — ch or = — 2 == — P . — — in 
— — — — 2 £ © a — —— pry 2 — — . — — ng — 2 — L - 
— - - * 5 1 — " — — —— — — 8 — - — - — — —— — * 0 n — 
4 - pa — — - — — r — P can — — ns . w— 2 road. 35 — — — — — * We — * „ wt 4 * — = 4 = — 5 
— o = — 1 ö z — * * — 5 — — — —— — — > 8 * — 8 2 b 2 ee, 7 7 py <> - . —— A* — "= 2 — E 29 
—— N 4 <A 3 — Sx — 2 2 — „„ ad * — — — — — - — 6 — —— — £ —_ = — — — — — — — — —— — 
* P . ˙7—.. — g — — — - — : — — — — —— — 2 — D — — — — — ec — — — — — = — — —— —_ 
* * — — * — — — = = 


Lt NN 
mer that Mars directs the heroes to gather 
their laurels. We muſt hope however 
that the war will permit the king in the 
winter to ſacrifice to the Muſes; and that 
he will then return to his capital. I 
flatter myſelf that I ſhall have the honor 
of attending his majeſty there; In the 
mean time, we lead 'a very peaceful, and 
J had almoſt ſaid, a pleaſant life in Breſlaw, 
conſidering that the fury of war lays the 
country waſte all around us; for this 
town reſembles a ſalamander i in the midſt 
of a fire. 

| There is fo great: an inaliviry 120 | 
that I ſhould have died long ſince if F 
had not found the means of killing the 
time by different diverſions. The morn- 
ings I devote to-ſtudy, and for ſome time 


paſt | have employd myſelf with tran- 


flating from the French into German, M. 
te Monteſquieu's Conſiderations on the 
«© Cauſe of the Greatneſs and Downfal of. 
—S , 


FEN N.. 
the Roman People.“ This is a book 
that I have read more than once with a 
great deal of pleaſure. It came out 
when I was at Paris, and was at firſt ſo 
badly receivd, that they even calld it in 
deriſion, the downfal of Monteſquieu:“ 
ſo that ſuffering myſelf to be carryd away 
by the falſe opinion of the French, I 
read it only ſlightly over. But how 
great was my ſurpriſe the laſt time I was 
in London, to find this book in every 
bodys hand; and to hear the moſt learned 
men ſpeak of it with admiration : the 
more I examin this work, the more I am 
convinced of my former error. | 
You know, my dear friend, nobody 
better, that there was a time in Germany 
when the Belles Lettres lay ſighing at the 
feet of the pedagogue, who would not 
vouchſafe to call on the Graces, even 
when moſt in need of them. Rhetoric, 
the art of ſpeaking and writing with pro- 
priety and elegance, was monſtrouſly diſ- 
h guiſed. 


— 
— . ee ce enhos - 


guiſed. The German ſtyle was prolix, 
ridiculouſly ſwelling, full of high ſound- 
ing words, and farfetchd - expreſſions ; 
and our language, naturally rich and 
fruitful, was filld with an endleſs train of 
Latin, Italian, and French words, to which 
were tagd German terminations. _ 
This diſcordant Jumble, inſtead of fofe- 
ning a language that ſeems to be derived 
from the old Sclavonian, makes it ſtill 
harſher ; more diſſonant to the ear. And 
this I preſume 1s one cauſe among others, 
of that diſtaſte or averſion which the king . 
our ſovereign has for his mother tongue. 
He underſtands it, but rarely makes uſe 
of it. I remember his majeſty once ſaid 
to me, That he did not think. it poſſible 
to tranſlate a well wrote French book. 
into German, with equal force and con- 
ciſion, without making uſe of ſome fo- 
reign expreſſion. I was in fact of the- 
ſame opinion ; but: during my. idle: at- 
tendance at Breſlaw, obſerying this book: . 
Cc 6 Ton- £ 
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rr 
conſtantly lying on the table of my friend | 
Jordan; and reflecting that there was 
ſcarce any French work wrote with more 
accuracy and brevity than this, I deter- 
mind to try to tranſlate, as well the cor- 
rect expreſſion as weighty contents, into 
German. 1 

I here fend you, Sir, the copy of my 
tranflation. You will find that without 


the teaft omiſſion J am ſtill ſhorter in 
German than M. Monteſquieu in French; 
and yet I have not made uſe of a ſingle 
expreſſion, not one term of art, that is 
not German, and pure German too. You 
will yourſelf judge, whether my ſtyle, 
with this remarkable brevity, be clear 
and correct; as it muſt be if it juſtly 
reſemble the excellent original. I en- 
treat you to give me your opinion with- 
out reſerve; and that you will favor me 
with your remarks wherever you think 
neceſſary : for as my deſign is, to pleaſe 
the learned world, I rejoice to find a 
| 2 friend 
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friend like you, that will ſhow me my | 


errors and defects. 


1 will not conceal from you, Sir, that 


here and there I met with no fmall: diffi- 
culty, in expreſſing the maſterly ſtrokes 


of this author, in our language. I will 


give one example only, which is in the 
22d chapter, at the 213th: page of my 
edition, where ſpeaking of Theology, he 
ſays, We can no more decide in their 
t debates, by attending to their ſubtil- 
T tys, than we can aboliſh duelling, by 
« eſtabliſhing ſchools, where they refine 
« upon the point of honor.” On ne 
peut pas plus finir leurs affaires en tcoutant 
leur ſubtilit's, qu on ne pourroit abolir les 
duels, en tabliſſant des tcoles, on Pon raffs- 
neroit ſur le point d bonneur. This point 
& bonneur perplexd me not a little; for 


tho we know very well in Germany what 


it means, yet we have no word whereby to 
expreſs it. I have not once made uſe of 
a paraphraſe; and this makes me ſuf- 
| pect, 
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pect, that the thing: itſelf is not vel 
underſtood. 

There are ſome paſſages in this book, 
where tho the language be elegant, and 
where the author ſeems to have taken 

ſome pains to excel, yet they ſeem to me 
ſome what obſcure: and there are others 
where the thoughts are not ſtrictly juſt, 
tho the expreſſion be highly beautiful; 
of the latter ſort is that where he ſpeaks 
of the late king of Pruſſia, and of the 
motives that induced him to make ſo 
large an augmentation in his army. How- 
ever, we muſt do him the juſtice to own, 
that if there be ſome faults in his work, 
there are not many; and that, take it for- 
all in all, it has no equal in its kind. 
I had the honor of being acquainted. 
with M. Monteſquieu in Paris: and al- 
tho preſident of the parliament of Bour- 
deaux, and loaded with literary honors, 
and of an age far ſuperior to mine, he 


had the goodneſs and condeſcenſion to 
| regard 


Fg 


,, BIETT'ERI. - © 
regard me as a young ſtranger, that was 
deſirous of learning the language, the 
manners, and police of the French na- 
tion; and to ſhew me a thouſand civi- 
litys. I have letters of his that I pre- 
ſerve. as precious relicks, for they are ſo 
many chef-d'oeuvres of their kind. He 
mentions in one of them his arrival at 
Paris, and ſays, That he was immerſed 
e in the buſineſs and diffipations of the 
H great world; and that his journey to 
& the capital led to his grave, but that 
„ jt was however through a way ſtrewd 
« with flowers.” Another time ſpeaking 
of the weakneſs of his ſight, he ſays, 
with an air of philoſophic gaiety, My 
« friend, I loſe every day an eye.” It 
will give me great ſatisfaction to preſent 
this truly venerable old author, with a 
German' tranſlation of a book, which in 
his own opinion he prefers to all his other 
works. I ſent him word of my deſign 
as ſoon as I had began it, and he an- 
"x | | nel 
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fwerd me with his uſual pleaſantry ; te So. 
< then you intend to bring the Germans. 


ec acquainted with my Roman freeboot- 


« ers ?? But he let me ſee that in fact 
a tranſlation would pleaſe him; and that 
was a ſufficient inducement to me, ta 
finiſh it as ſoon as poſſible. 
Shall I preſume, my dear friend, to 
trouble you with reviſing this manuſcript, 


and getting it printed in Berlin. I ſhall 


make the bookſeller a preſent of it, for 
E defire only a dozen copys, to diſtribute 
among ſome of my beſt friends. I have 
dedicated this firſt fruit of my pen, to 
baron Kaiſerling, baron Knobelſdorf and 
M. Jordan, as a pure ſacrifice of my 
heart. The dedication you will find in 
the ſame packet with the manuſcript. 
You will do me the favor to ſee that 
it be correctly printed, and that the paper 
be good: for the pleaſure of reading a 
book is conſiderably augmented by its be- 
ing well printed. On all occaſions you 

have 
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have but to command me, whenever I 
can ſerve you. It will give me 4 very 
ſenſible pleaſure to embrace you this 
winter in Berlin, and there to render you 
any ſervice in perſon; for no man in 
the world is more ſincerely than I, &c. 


„ 
Ein 
To M. von M, at Hanover. 


Breſlaw, Sept. 26, 1741. 

V ſituation in Breſlaw becomes 
LVL every day more agreeable. I 
here enjoy perfect health, and am at 
that time of life in which a man has a 
reliſh for pleaſure: here I meet with a 
great number of my old friends, and have 
made yet more new ones: my purſe is 
well lined, and Itake care to keep it well 
| cloſed. 


rern nn 


— 3 r 12 = — 2 — 
8 oy — 

1 [> —— — — — h Jo — — 

2 22 — 2 —— 722 ——T——[̃⸗ꝗꝓ . — — - 
* 2 - 44 > 2 — — 
— — IS 1 — — Ns - 

— A E N — — N 

rr — * — Y — 22 — - 
* * 


———ů nn — — — _ my" — 
P er 4's D — +4, 
A PET T... Lge vs IBS 


cloſed. My mind is fully employd with 


_ agreeable ſtudys, and my heart with a 
pleaſing, intereſting paſſion : what can 


[ deſire more of Fortune ? 
That nothing might be wanting to 
complete our pleaſures, M. Jordan and I 


| hired a garden in the ſuburbs of this 


town, where we paſsd the greateſt part of 
the day, under the ſhade of ſome beau- 
tiful orange trees : here we dined, and 
here our friends aſſembled to enjoy a ſe- 
rene and tranquil day. The keeper of 
this garden is an old prieſteſs of Venus, 
who would fain turn it into the grove of 
Cytherea, and has daily ſacrifices ready 
to offer on the altar of that goddeſs. 


Were I leſs cautious, or were my heart 
leſs engaged, I ſhould certainly have been 


in great danger; but as I had Madam 
von C—— daily before my eyes, my 
heart would not ſuffer me to be guilty, 
even of a tranſient infidelity : ſo that ! 
confined myſelf merely to trifling with 
theſe 


ID TK. af 
theſe nymphs of Venus, that came in 
crowds to diſturb the tranquillity of our 
retreat, I much doubt whether my friend 
made uſe of the ſame moderation; and 
whether it were not better that he had: 


but be that as it may, this pleaſure of 


the garden laſted not long; for in about 
fourteen days, the king wrote to M. 


Jordan, commanding him to repair to 


the camp before Neiſs, and to bring me 
with him. We immediately quitted the 


garden of Venus, and haſtend to the field 


of Mars. We paſsd through Ohlau, and 


through Grotkau, a town belonging to 


the biſhoprick of Breſlaw ;. this laſt place, 
with a rueful and ghaſtly countenance, 
ſeems yet to ſigh under the calamitys of 


war, of which it was lately the theatre. 


The next morning by day break we con- 


tinued our Journey, and arrived early where 


his majeſty lay incampd on the top of a 
| hill, and in ſight of Neiſs. : 


They 
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44 L ET FER V. 
They ſufferd in this camp every kind 
of want; and it was no ſmall mortifica- 
tion to ſee from the hill, . the camp of 
M. von Neuperg, which lay partly on 
the plain, and partly in a village, abound- 
ing with every kind of neceſſary. I 
mounted to the top of the hill, and by 
the help of a good teleſcope, eould ſee, 
in the quarters of the Auſtrian huſſars, 
the ſuttlers ſelling all ſorts of proviſions; 
every article of luxury; ; fiſh, choice fruit, 
water melons, and even ananas, while we 
were juſt dying with hunger. But this 
extremity laſted not long; for about noon 
we ſaw the whole army of M. von Neu- 
perg in motion, and marching towards 

the mountains that cover Bohemia. 
By quitting his camp he gave the king 
the opportunity of inveſting Neiſs. In 
fact, his majeſtys army was immediately 
in motion. The light troops were ſent 
in purſuit of the Auſtrians; and we had 
nothing to do but march down the hill, 
and 


L ETMER; W 
and take poſſeſſion of the camp they had 


? 

: left, The king fixd his head quarters in 
c the village of Nunz. The troops deſ- 
R tind for the ſiege were encampd on the 


. border of the river Neiſs, and the reſt 
[ in the adjacent villages, in ſuch order 
7 that the whole army might be brought 
together in a few hours, His majeſty 
ſeems perfectly well pleaſed with his new 
quarters, with the retreat of M. Neuperg, 
and with the opportunity it has given 


0 him, of inveſting with more eaſe, the 
; ſtrongeſt fortification in Sileſia. 

1 His majeſty receivd us very graci- 
ouſly, and orderd M. Frederſdorf to pro- 

5 vide us a lodging in the very houſe where 


he was lodgd himſelf : this was the houſe 

of the catholic prieſt of the village. 

After ſupper, which was ſhort and good, | 
we retired, in hopes of repairing in a good © 
bed, the fatigues of a diſagreeable day: 

but how great was our ſurpriſe when the 

| honeſt, but poor curate, conducted us 

— 
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into a chamber under the roof of the 
houſe, and which was directly -over that 
where the king lay. On the floor was 
ſpread a large bundle of ſtraw, on which 
was laid a coarſe rug, and a pillow that 
was far from being clean. - This fight 
at once diſguſted and confounded us; 
but there was no remedy; we had no- 
thing left to do, but to wrap ourſelves 
up in our cloaks, and without further 
ceremony, lay down on the ſtraw. To 
increaſe our misfortune the parſon growld 
a Latin prayer for a good half hour, and 
turning towards us, croſsd himſelf. ſome 
twenty times; and Preſently after ſnored 
to the ſame tune in which he had 
prayd. | | 
Sometimes we. fondly ande on our 
garden, and the pleaſures of Breſlaw; and 
a hundred times curſd the toils and mi- 
ſerys of war. At length Morpheus took 
compaſſion on us, and ſtrewed our hard 
bed with his poppys. We ſlept lightly, 
68 bh and 


and were early waked, by the ſound of 


4 ne drum. The next day the king made 
I "all neceflary preparations for the ſiege; 


l and the ſame night general Walrave 
opened the trenches before the town." - 
A ſiege was a ſtrange ſcene to me; 


here I found opportunity for much con- 

: templation : at firſt my whole philoſophy 

& was turnd againſt the human race, Who 

£ not content with carrying their rage and 

i madneſs into the ſeat of learning, fought 

| by their art to murder fame and honor. 

p At length however, cuſtom, and the con- 

. tinual inſtances of mortality, diſperſed 

4 all theſe reflections; and I became ſo 

J uſed to the buſineſs of a ſoldier, that 
mixing with the officers of the train, who 

. loaded me with commendations, I fol- 

4 lowed them into the trenches ; aſſiſted in 

5 raiſing the batterys and redoubts; ſaw 

. the town laid waſte with bombs and can- 

4 non balls; and truly not in cool blood, 


nor with a ſenſation void of pleaſure. 
; Til | 2 There 
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There has happend nothing very re · 
markable in the courſe of this ſiege fi 
the only unfortunate accident we have 


| had, was from a powder barrel, which 
being placed too near the batterys, took 


fire, and blew up eleven ſoldiers belong- 
ing to the artillery : the greateſt part of 
theſe unfortunate men were deſtroyed; 


and as I. paſſd that way preſently after 


I ſaw their wretched remains, black: as 
the ſoot, 

By the extraordinary ſolicitude of our 
friend M. Frederſdorf, we obtaind a more 
decent and convenient lodging. Every 
morning they brought us a good break- 


faſt. The king orderd two tables to be 
ſet up in a barn, on each of which were 


forty covers; here he dined with the 
princes, and his officers ; and here we 
ate likewiſe ; ; or were ſometimes invited 


by the generals. They had a good ta- 


ble in camp, and there was no want of 


wine. In the afternoon we attended the 


king 


, 


king at his quarters, and towards the 


evening we waited on his royal highneſa 


the markgrave Henry, who was well 


lodgd ; here we were invited to play, 
and almoſt always, kept to ſupper. 
Mareſhal - Schwerin was lodgd in a 


village a ſhort mile from the head-quar- 


ters. He invited me one day to dine 
with him, and ſent a horſe to carry me 
there. I found an agreeable company, 
an excellent dinner, and wine fit for the 
gods. The hoſt and his gueſts were ſo 


well pleaſd, and with converſe and mirth 


we ſat ſo long, that night was come on 
before we broke up. I was obliged to 
return to the head-quarters to wait on 
the king as uſual. M. Schwerin had 
the goodneſs to lend me a horſe again, 
to carry me home; but the unlucky groom 
gave me that which the mareſchal had 
rode at the battle of Mollwitz, who was 
very headſtrong, and ever ſince that bat- 
tle, quite ſhy, : TT, 

Vor. I, . Before 


— 


Before I was well clear of the village, 
I was twenty times in danger of breaking 
my neck. There was a hill that muſt 
be paſſd to get to the head- quarters: 
when I had got to the top of it, I found 
.a ſhivering come all over me, and my 
hair ſtood an end. I had no body with 
me but an ignorant valet: the whole 
country was full of maroders: I was 
mounted on an unruly horſe; and, to in- 


| creaſe my misfortune, had loſt my way 
| : in the dark. I ſaw the bombardment 
| of Neiſs, as it were, under my feet, and 
Ei: heard the roaring of the cannon, and 
the crys of the wounded. At laſt, when 
| I had got ſome way down the hill, my 
3 horſe became on a ſudden, ſhy, .and 


gave a terrible ſpring ; I could not gueſs 
the cauſe of all this; but when with 
much pains I had made him advance 


| - a few ſteps, I perceivd directly in the 
ſ road before me, the body of a deſerter, 
that had been hangd the ſame day; and 

| £5 the 


' 
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the gallows was ſo low that his head and 
mine were juſt even. This ſight ſtruck 
me with freſh horror; fo that ſticking 
both ſpurs into my horſe, 1 put him on 
a gallop, and got rid of my diſagreeable 
companion; and at laſt, with much ado, 
got to the head-quarters, - I directly ſent 
the horſe back, and went to the king, 
who aſked me immediately how -I came 
in ſo great a heat: I told his majeſty 
the whole ſtory; he laughed heartily at 
it; but commanded me ſeriouſly, for the 
future, not to be out of the head-quar- 
ters in the night and alone. | 
Two days after however, at noon day, 
I was in much greater danger. M. von 
Roth, the governor of Neiſs, hung out 
the white flag, and M. Berk, the kings 
adjutant-general, was ſent with a trum- 
pet into the town, to regulate the capi- 
tulation. All hoſtilitys in the mean time 
were ſuſpended. M. Frederſdorf pro- 
| poſed to take this opportunity to ride up 
* 2 to 


rr. 
to the town, and obſerve its ſituation; 1 
readily conſented, and we went in fact, 
without any obſtacle, quite up to the 
walls. But how great was our aſto- 
niſhment, when preſently after, returning 
| the ſame way, we heard all our batterys, 
' cannon and. mortars, firing with more 
fury than ever! The beſieged anſwerd 
with theirs, and unfortunately we were 
juſt in the line of their batterys; by 
great ill luck too, I had on, a blue coat 
with broad gold Brandenburg trimmings, 
ſo that the enemy took me for one of 
the kings adjutant generals. All the can- 
non were pointed at us; our canoneers 
calld out to us to fly to ſome place for 
| ſhelter : the cannon balls flew about on 
the right and left of our horſes; but 
by the greateſt good fortune in the 
world, not one of them touched us; and 
on a full gallop we gaind a ſmall emi- 
nence, where, quitting our horſes, we 
got ſafe to our quarters, | 


The 


\ 
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The next day the town ſurrenderd to 
the king, and the gariſon marchd out 
with all the honors of war. There was 
one regiment of foot that made a good 
appearance, all the reſt were a heap of 
irregular troops, more fit to excite pity 

than terror. N 

Immediately after, the dg command 
ed us to return to Breſlaw ; but M. Jor- 
dan was to ſtay there only till he had 
put his affairs in order, and then to go 
to Berlin, there to prepare every thing 
for his majeſtys reception. But you, 
ſays the king to me, you ſhall ſtay. 
at Breſlaw, and there wait my coming.” 
We obeyed inſtantly, taking our way to 
the capital of Sileſia ; where to my mor- 
tification, I muſt for once part with my 
dear Jordan :: that worthy companion of | 
all my joys and all my troubles; is gone 
to Berlin, in a Ruſſian carriage, they 


call a ſleeping chariot : it belongs to M. 
Vockerodt, who brought it from Pe- 
5 D 3 tes 
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terſburgh, and is one of the beſt things | 
in the world for a journey. 

After to-morrow the king is expected 
in this city, and they are making great 
preparations to receive him: in the mean 
time, not having much to do, I have 
taken the opportunity, to write you this 
long epiſtle; and I wiſh with all my 
heart you may not be tired with read- 
ing it. 

May you continually enjoy perfect 
health; and be aſſured that there is not 
a man in the world, who to the laſt mo- 
ment of his life, will be more * 
yours, . wh 
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From M. Jonson. 


* 08. 3s 1741. 
HOU deareſt friend and partner 


A 


and my pleaſures, I greet thee well. 


Since I left thy peaceful dwelling, and no- 


longer laugh and love with thee : fince 


by the harſh decree of fate, I am driven 


far from thy company, life has nought 
for me but wearineſs and diſguſt, How 
pleaſantly did we paſs the time in that 
delightful garden ? an. abode worthy of 
the queen of Love; there we taſted true 


joy, without waiting for the boons of” 


S 


— — 


— 
— 


* All this letter is wrote in the alias in rhime, 
except thoſe paſſages * between inverted” 
commas. l 


D. Py . For- 


of my bed and board, my labors 
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Fortune; and there we knit that band 
of virtuous friendſhip, which drawn cloſe 
by time, eternity itſelf thall not unty. 
No, my dear friend, the pleaſures of 
© that garden I ſhall never forget; there 
& Apollo, and the Loves, dealt us their 
* favors, with bounteous hands, and we 
* did not receive them. unthankfully.”* 
Yet the pleaſures of each nymph, her 
wit, her tenderneſs, even theſe frequently 
prove a future evil, for I find the want 
of what lately gave me pleaſure, now 
gives me a very ſenſible pain. “ This. 


pain follows me on my journey, and 
& I think continually in my ſolitude on 


<< the pleaſures that are paſt, and there I 
% find the great wheels of thoſe I have 
& left behind me.” Say to Themira *, 


at her feet ſay, how greatly I am ſenſible 


of her tranſcendent merit; but be not 


jealous, for the whole world is equally 


— „„ 


— | — — — — — 
Madam von Com—, | 


ſenſible 


/ 


\ 


tiful. ſiſters-*,. thoſe favourites of man-- 


kind, in my name, and know, that 


there, if thou dareſt to defame thy friend 
Jordan, he will regard thee as the para- 
gon of villains. Tell P—— that I 
honor him, but . caution him. too, that 
in my abſence he do not turn his wicked 


wit againſt. me, . leſt my friends, the: 


dear girls, ſhould hunt him with diſ- 
grace to his den. To B—.— you have 
no caution to give, but a hearty ſaluta- 
tion on my part, for 1.owe him many 


thanks: ] travel with great convenience 
in his vehicle, I read and you . and. 


ought to ſet my heart at reſt, . 
My book. is out, my entertainment is- 
oer, and I muſt ſeek my, only. remain-- 
ing comfort in ſleep... 45 
I write you this, my friend, 8 
Griaberg, on the my a .the months. 
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ſtaſible of it with me. Salute the beau 
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| at four hours after midnight; when al- 
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moſt dead with hunger, and when I 
have no longer either wine or rhyme. 
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To M. JoR DAN. 


Bre/law, 08. 12, 17414. 

' DO aſſure you, my deareſt brother 
in Apollo, in a few words, that your 
abſence has proved to me a ſevere afflic- 
tion: and I am convinced that you your- 
ſelf cannot feel the ſeparation of that 
perfect union which has ſo long ſubſiſted 
between us, without a very ſenſible pain. 
Methought you ſeemd, when ſeated in 
your Ruſſian carriage, and clothed in 
your peltz and rough cap, like ſome re- 
ſpectable inhabitant of the coaſt of the 
Nyrthern ſea; yet 1 the diſguiſe of 
| a LF 
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a Laplander, under that borrowed maſk: 
from the picture of Maupertius, I diſ- 
coverd a German heart, and a. French 


genius; the one my only comfort, and 


the other my greateſt joy. But as you- 
well know the affectionate friendſhip I. 
bear you, I ſhall, with your leave, ſay” 
no more of that here, eſpecially as I: 
have many other things do relate, which + 
cannot fail of being agreeable. 

Since your departure, all the Sileſian i 
nobility, together with the deputys of: 


the clergy and the citys, have come here - 


in crowds, to take the oath of alle- 
giance to their new ſovereign ; and this 
capital is ſo throngd with polite com- 
pany, that it may with truth be ſaid to 5 
reſemble Paris . itſelf ; as all Sileſia, ſo 5 
to ſpeak, is containd within theſe walls. 
Nothing is to be ſeen but equipages, 
ſome with four and ſome with ſix horſes; 
and liverys of all the colors of demi 
. bow; with heyducks and running footmen, 
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coverd with lace from head to foot. In the 
aſſemblys one can ſcarce move, or hear one's 
ſelf ſpeak, and it is by the greateſt chance 
in the world that you get a table. As the 
Sileſian gentry abound with complaiſance, 
they pay their reſpects without ceaſing, to. 
all thoſe who are of the kings train; ſo: 
that from eight in the morning till almoſt. 
night, our chamber is never empty. 
. The council and citizens of Breſlaw. 
1 have exerted their facultys to the ut- 
| moſt, in making preparations for his. 
majeſtys reception. Since the time of. 
the emperor Mathias, Sileſia has. never. 
had the pleaſure of beholding her ſo=. 
vereign; ſo that it. cannot be ſuppoſed. 
that they are very expert at theſe kind. 
1 of feſtivals. Now as the allegiance oath. 
9 muſt be taken in the great hall of the 
= ſtate houſe, they were under no ſmall. 
concern to. furniſh and adorn it in haſte, 
| and in a manner ſuitable to the dignity 
of the ceremony. There i is a throne i in 
3 
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it, that was made for the emperor juſt; 
mentioned, and which muſt. be uſed on 
the preſent occaſion, as there is not time. 
ſufficient to make a new one. But un- 
luckily, on the velvet that covers this. 
throne, was embroiderd the imperial 


two headed eagl?: this inconvenience- 
however was preſently. removed, for by. 


cutting off one of his heads, and fixing, 


the kings cipher on his breaſt, he became- 


as complete a. Pruflian eagle, as if he. 
had never belongd to any other. country, 


You aſcend to this throne by four ſteps,, 


and the chair in which the king ſets is. 


highly ornamented. The walls are hung, 
with tapeſtry, on which are fixed, at 


equal diſtances, his majeſtys arms, and 
his cipher. 


Our all glorious fayereign, coverd: | 


with the laurels. of his. victorys, arrived: 
| here on Thurſday laſt, in the afternoon ;. 
and found an innumerable number of. 


people. before his palace ; and all the anti-. 
& cChambers 
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chambers filld with Sileſian nobles, pre- 
lates, officers, and other perſons of rank: 
} the principal of theſe were preſented to 
his majeſty, who receivd them moſt gra- 
1 ciouſly, and converſd with them for a 
long time. The king tien withdrew to 
his chamber, where ue had a concert, 
and playd himſelf on the flute. His: 
majeſty afterwards ſupped alone, and re- 
tired early to reſt, ſufficiently fatigued 


1 with the buſineſs of this remarkable day. 

ll The following day as the king talkd 
with meſſieurs von Podewils, Munchow, 
and Reinhardt, he ordered baron Poll- 

nitz to be calld, and ſaid to him, Ba- 
1 


& ron, I dreamt laſt night that I created 
9 nobles ; tell me, you that know Sile- 
„ ſia, who are the moſt worthy to bear 
4c that title.” Baron Pollnitz mentioned 
fuch as by their birth, their merit and 


P 
— — — 


- — — — 


I 1 their fortune, were the moſt reſpectable „ 
| } f : | ; 
1 and as his majeſtys choice fell on count 
|| Schoneich, meſſieurs von Beuthen and 


Caro- 
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Carolath, and count Harazfeld; the 
baron was orderd to acquaint them 
with his majeſtys intention. There were 
made, beſides theſe, four counts, four ; 
barons, and four other nobles; and fix 
of the principal Silefian nobility were- 
inveſted with the order of the black 
eagle. 

As a reward for the important belt 
which M. Podewils, miniſter for foreign 
affairs, has rendered his majeſty | in the 
courſe of this war, he was alſo raiſed to 
the dignity of a count, and inveſted with 
the kings order. There were likewiſe 
diſtributed ſeveral lord chamberlains 
keys; ſeveral letters patent for ſeats in 
the council of ſtate; with many other 
titles and penſions: M. Munchow is 
appointed to remain in Sileſia, and | 
preſide over the government and re- 
venues; and to give him more eclat- 
among a people newly conquerd, his 
majeſty has thought proper to advance 

55 f him 
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him likewiſe to the dignity of a count; 
and miniſter of ſtate. 

Theſe, my dear friend, are the principal. 
tranſactions that have occu rred ſince you- 
left Breſlaw.: and they all together ſerve.: 

as a ſort. of prelude, to the buſineſs of. 
the great day of oath taking. And 
« though an abundant ſtream: of grace. 
e flows from this new. throne, yet it is 

«. Joſt on a rude and ill temperd people ;. 
% how many of theſe gentry are there, 
« whoſe. mouths. are ſprings of gall ?. 
de outwardly.they blaze with gold, and in- 
6 wardly they burn with ſhame.” For. 

they are all as gorgeous as a Roman Ca- 

tholic chalice; make ſo brilliant a figure, 
with their gold cloths, that they may all, in 
one ſenſe, be called illuſtrious lords. It. 
muſt be underſtood however, that among. 
ſo great a number, there are many per- 


- * 


* * — 


* The paſſages printed between inverted commas 
are wrote in the original in rhime, . 


| 
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ſons of ſenſe and merit, of real dignity; 
but theſe are not they who ſet themſelves. 


foremoſt in the ranks; whereas the petits 


maitres are continually thruſting them- 
ſelves, in crowds, into every company. 

One thing there is, which ſurpriſes me 
more than all the reſt, which is, to find 
among the Sileſians an inconceivable 
number of poets, or rather German 
rhymers. Does any mean wretch take 
a wife? immediately theſe men of ge- 
nius raiſe her to the ſkies, and endeavour 
to perſuade the poor huſband, by fifty 


epithalamiums, that all the gods of 


Olympus rejoice in his chaſte love; a 


that it was they themſelves, who tied the | 


nuptial knot. Does ſome poor tradeſ- 
man die, ſome unknown inſignificant. 
member of ſociety ? a number of theſe 


verſemakers are ſure to ſurround his. 
grave, with doleful dittys : in ſhort, the; 


maſt trifling occurrence, is ſufficient to. 
| | ſet. 
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ſet the ſtream of Hippocrene a running at 
a ſtrange rate. 

The day you left Breſlaw, M. Pode- 
wils and I dined with M. von R.. 
„ Three: Germans of. the ſociety of 


wit, that loved to talk and tope, com- 


* poſed the company. The table groand 
© under the weighty diſhes, and every 


„ diſh had wondrous charms. They 


« ate, they drank, and talkd; but 
«there wanted that Attic ſalt, ſo neceſ-- 
% ſary to make converſation palateable.” 
How much did we regret the want of 
thine, dear Jordan? It ſeems as if it 


were by the loſs of any good, that we 


firſt find out its real worth: not that 
we could be inſenſible to the value of 


your friendſhip, which we ſo highly en- 


joyed; far otherwiſe. But you know 
that almoſt al! our knowledge in this 
world, ariſes from the compariſon of 
things, that are of oppoſite natures. So 
that we cannot reflect on the paſt with- 

| = out 
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out taking the glaſs in hand, and crying 
out ; Long live Jordan, that lawful. 
“ ſon of wit, the delight of wiſe men, 
“and the ſcourge of fools,” _ 

In order to diſperſe that dullneſs which 
our hoſt perceivd in our converſation, 
he thought proper to introduce a ſort of 
female rope - dancer, but certainly the 
moſt impudeat of all creatures. You 
“% Know what an antipathy my lips have 
* to the kiſſes of a ſtrumpet, yet could 
« I by no means avoid the embrace of 
this ſhameleſs proſtitute. She made 
me almoſt angry; but perhaps I was. 
obliged to her; for, under the pretence of 
ſhunning her careſſes, I found means of 
ſuddenly leaving my company. But 
«© 'where we once fly the embrace of a 
&« fair one, we a thouſand times wiſh to N 
<6 enjoy it, when we cannot obtain it.” 
I ſhall not ſay where I Srerwands-wass but 
leave you to gvels, | 


| There 
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There was, the evening you left us, # 

great aſſembly at madam ven Wargotſchs. 

There you might have ſeen many a 


„ ſquire, that drew his firſt breath in a 


„e village, frizd out with all the art 
of a Pariſian: and all of them gaz- 
* ing with amorous looks on your en- 
<* chanting gipſy.” You ſee that I mean 
your unrivalld brunetta, I could not 
have believd that ſhe would have appeard 
ſo concernd and dejected; but ſo it is. 
You know the wicked wit of the mar- 


quis of V#***, young count P., 


and M. Konigſdorf : and ſhe gave more 
way to it, than perhaps ſhe could have 
wiſhd, How flattering is this news for 


yeu; I ſhall add no more, for I know 


of nothing to conclude my letter with 
ſo agreeable as this. By the next poſt” 
I ſhall acquaint you with every circum- 
ſtance relative to the approaching cere- 

mony. In the mean time, as I ever Was 


E ever ſhall be, &c. ” 
LE 7. 
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a | | | RM; 

; ; : { | Þ! | 
To M. ; Joxp _ s 1 $4 
11 

8 ly 
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Breſlaw, 02. 155 1741. 


| 8 INC E the kings arrival in this city, 
the concourſe of nobility has been j (ft 
ſo great, that the rooms in the principal ll 
hotels were found too ſmall to contain tze 
aſſemblys. The king thought proper 1 
therefore to order that they ſnould be [ol 
held at a houſe where there is a room of || 
an uncommon ſize; and his majeſty 
honors them with his preſence every even- | 
ing; and by his direction there is con- 1 
ſtantly an open table, to which ſuch la- | 
dys as are of diſtinction, are always in- 5 * 
vited. | 
All the neceſfory n beten | 
made, the ſo n expected day f. 
adjura- = 
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adjuration at length arrived. As ſoon as 
it was light all the gariſon was under arms, 


and marchd to different quarters of the 
town. The firſt battalion of foot guards 
was poſted in the market. place, and 
about the ſtate houſe. | 

The deputy of the cardinals, the car- 
dinal von Sinzendorf, biſhop of Breſlaw, 
placed himſelf at the head of the pre- 
lates, the generals of the holy orders, 
and deputys of the Sileſian churches. 
After the equipages of the clergy, came 


the deputys of the provinces ;, and the 
whole body of nobility. Then followed 
the burgomaſters and ſenators of Breſlaw; 
and the deputys of ſuch other towns as 
do not belong to this biſhopric. One 
would have thought there was no end 


to this proceſſion. The principal of the 
nobility came in coaches and ſix, and 


their equipages were ſo brilliant that they 
dazzeld the eye: the liverys were above 


all, grand and elegant. The concourſe 
I of 


? 


of people in the market-place- was incon- 
ceivably great, and the windows of the 
houſes afforded the moſt charming proſ- 
pect in the world, for they were 611d with 
ladys of the firſt rank; and the weather, 
which was extremely fine, reflected a 
double luſtre on the whole. 
When the proceſſion had enterd the 
hall, each one took the place appointed 
for him. Preſently after, his excellency 
mareſchal count Schwerin; the cabinet 
miniſter count Podewils; count Mun- 
chow; many general officers, and all 
thoſe that were of the kings train, en- 
terd the ſame hall, but by another door, 


and placed themſelves on each ſide of 
the throne, in a line directly oppoſite 


to the Sileſian deputys. I had the honor 
of being included with the Pruſſians. 

Towards noon they announced the ar- 
rival of our monarch, He ſat in a 
phaeton, the ſame. that he commonly uſed 


in the field, which was drawn by: eight 


horſes, 
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horſes, but with a harneſs that was quite 
plain. - His majeſty was dreſſed in his 
uniform, which was far from being new: 
His hair was not remarkably frizd ; and 


in his whole perſon there was not the 
leaſt appearance of parade or expenſe. 
In this martial dreſs the king ſeated him- 


ſelf on his throne. The prince of Pruſſia, 


and the reſt of the princes of the blood, 
placed themſelves round him. The ma- 
reſchal von Schwerin ſtood on his right 


hand; and ſhould have born the ſword 
of ſtate, but that was forgot: this 


omiſſion however his majeſty immediately 
ſupplyd, by drawing his own ſword, 


that ſword with which he had conquerd 


Sileſia, and putting it into the mareſchals 


hands. 


Count Podemils who ſtood on the left 
4 the king, opened the ceremony by a 
ſpeech, in which he acquainted the pre- 


ſence with the motives that had induced 
his _* to convoke that aſſembly, 


after 


1 
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after having finiſhd in 60 glorious a 
manner the conqueſt of Sileſia. And 
| he exhorted them that they ſhould with 
their hearts, as well as with their lips, 
ſwear allegiance to their new lord and 


ſovereign duke. And laſtly, he aſſured . 


them in the kings name, that his majeſty 


would ever regard them with the affec- 


tion of a father, that he would con- 
tinually afford them all poſſible aid and 
protection; and that he ſhould look on 


every day of his life as loſt, in which he 
did not give them ſome freſh mark of his 


roial munificence. This ſpeech pleaſd 


me greatly; there ran throughout it, a 


natural and manly eloquence, without 
foreign ornament, and with a noble ſim- 
| plicity. : 
MI. Vockerodt then read a each of 
allegiance, which the deputys and the 
whole nobility repeated with a loud voice. 
During this reading the king ſat, and was 


Coverd but while the declaration was 
Vor. * _ 7 mak- 


— 1 


— 
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making in his name, he ſtood, and was 
uncoverd. The nobility all ſtood ; but 
the deputys of the cardinals, the churches, 
and the citys, knelt. * 
When the oath was over, every one 
in his rank advanced to the throne, laid 
his hand upon the Bible, and kiſſed the 
hilt of the kings ſword, in token of in- 
violable fidelity. When this proceſſion, 
which laſted a conſiderable time, was 
over, count Podewils concluded this ſo- 
lemn ceremony, with a complement, 
which he made in the kings name, to 
the whole body of Sileſians: acquaint- 
ing them with the great ſatisfaction the 


N king found, in the completion of this 


important buſineſs ; aſſuring them again 
of his majeſtys protection, and of the 
full enjoyment of all their antient rights 
and privileges. The whole aſſembly 
anſwerd with a loud cry of joy, and 
with, Long live the king of Pruſſa, 


long live our ſovereign lord.“ His 
— 


\ 
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majeſty anſwerd theſe acclamations with 
a bow, and deſcending from the throne, 
was attended by the whole aſſembiy to 
the very door of his carriage. 
The dinner given by his majeſty the 
fame day, was extremely grand and ele- 
gant; and all perſons of rank were in- 
vited. The kings table conſiſted of fifty 
covers: there were belides fix other tables, 
each of which was ſuperbly ſerved. I 
was appointed to do the honors at one 
of theſe tables, and did my beſt to make 
every thing agreeable and pleaſing. His 
majeſty aſſiſted me in this buſineſs very 
_ Efſentially, for he ſent me with the deſ- 
ſert, two dozen bottles of Hungarian 
wine, and a filver diſh coverd with a 
napkin; this diſh was filld with gold 
and filver medals, which the king had 
orderd to be ftruck, in commemoration 
of this great day. I was orderd to pre- 
ſent to each perſon of my company one 
gold and two filver medals, You ean- 
= - not 


diſh : 


* 


— 
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not conceive, my dear friend, how their 
countenances brightend and their eyes 
ſparkled at the ſerving up of this roial 


no ſooner was it uncoverd than 


; their mouths all opened at once, as if 
they were ready each one to bite at it. 
I conceivd in haſte, a ſhort complement 
- to make in the kings name, and order- 


ing all the glaſſes to be chargd, I diſtri- 
buted my medals ; and my company 
- drank with the greateſt joy and affection, 


To the health of that monarch, who 


knows as well how to coin medals as 


to conquer provinces.” 


Our mirth at 


length became ſo loud, that his majeſty 
who was in the next room heard it, and 
- was not a little pleaſd with it. 


As ſoon as it was night every one got 


into their coaches, and entertaind them- 


ſelves with obſerving the gay crowd that 
filld the ſtreets; and the illuminations 


with which the citizens of Breſlaw had 
adornd their houſes. 


With much in- 


1 treaty 
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treaty I prevaild on Madam von C—— to 


give me her company in my chariot. ,We 


found. all Breſlaw as light as at noon- day, 


by the many thouſand. lamps that were 
fixd to the houſes, from the ground quite 

up to the roof. Various were the re- 5 
preſentations, by emblems, inſcriptions, 
paintings and every other poſſible con- 
trivance, which the inhabitants of Breſ- 
law made uſe of, to expreſs the ardor of 
their joy. Here you ſaw a dull, rd 


there a facetious, here a mean trifling, 


and there an ingenious rich, deſign: al- 


together however they afforded a or 
pleaſing proſpect. 

We were ſo highly entertaind that we 
ſpent near two hours in traverſing the city, 
and ſtopping at ſome of the moſt remark- 
able places. The Jeſuits, the Carmelites, 


and Capuchins, were at no ſmall expence in 
alluminating their monaſtrys in a pomp- 
ous manner, but altogether without taſte 
or ſpirit; their emblems and inſcriptions- 
3 =_—_ were. 
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were mere Capuchin wit. On the ean- 
trary, the illuminations in the market 
place, and before the ſtate-houſe, made 
a noble appearance, and the deſigns were 


incomparably fine. Before the houſe 
that is directly oppoſite the ſtate-houſe, 


was playd off a very grand fire work. 
Our friend Korn, the bookſeller, had 
fixd at the front of his houſe in the 
| market place, the map of Silefia, drawn 
on tranſparent paper, over which was 
„Koen the Pruſſian eagle in flight, wick 
theſe words, A well grounded, right,” 
which is preciſely the title of that famous 
manifeſto which the king publiſhed a- 
gainſt the court of Vienna, and by which 
he proved the equity of his claim. 

The throng of coaches was ſo. great, 

that- it was with no ſmall difficulty we 

got back to the hotel, where his majeſty: 
gave a grand maſquerade ball; and a 
very ſumptuous entertainment was pro- 


Wl © vided, at different tables. This ball put 


me 
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me to the expence of ſending for a do- 


mino, with which I had lately paraded 


at Berlin, We danced till four the next 


morning, when I went home, completely 


ſatisfyd with the entertainments of this 


memorable day. 


All the following days were diſtin- 


guiſhed, either by ſome act of roial 
bounty which his majeſty granted to his 
new ſubjects; or by ſome remarkable 


diverfions: and I do aſſure you, my dear 
friend, that found. theſe rejoicings great 


as they were, by no means outrẽ; con- 
ſidering that the conqueſt of Sileſia, that 


extenſive and rich province, of more 


worth than many kingdoms of Europe 
that I could name, has proved a mere 
diverſion to our monarch: God grant 


that the preſervation may not coſt more 


than the acquiſition. 

The king has commanded the greateſt 
part of his train to return to Berlin, and 
ta take the road on this ſide the Oder, 
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as it would be impoſſible for the country 
people, who are obliged to find horſes at 
every ſtage, to provide a ſufficient num- 
ber, if they were all to take the ſame 
road. Baron Pollnitz and I have orders 
to attend his majeſty, Who ſers out to- 
morrow morning. | 
What do I not feel for tomorrow ? 
What a ſeparation have I to undergo? 
perhaps never more in my life to behold 
that perſon, who makes the greateſt joy 
of my life. The only comfort I find 
in this deep affliction is, my deareſt friend, 
the hopes of meeting you in Berlin, and 
of alleviating in the arms of friendſhip 
the pangs that love has cauſed. Till 
then, farewell, . | 
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To Madam von c , at Beda. 


Berlin, Nov. 25, 1741. 


" HAVE, been a long time in doubt; 

madam, whether I ſhould write to- 
you or not. It is true that the inter- 
courſe of letters is ſome conſolation in 
abſence, but how poor is ſuch a conſo- 
lation to a heart that loves like mine. 
You well know that in Breſlaw I could 
ſcarce ſupport a few hours without the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you, and now the 
only comfort that is left me is, the op- 
portunity of writing to you twice a week: 
and then I knew fall well, that every- 
letter would renew my pains; every 
ſtroke of the pen would pierce me to the- 
heart, and make my wounds bleed afreſh... 
EG that immeaſurable regard- which. I. 
1 — —_ 
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entertain for you, ariſes not merely from 
the charms of your beauty, or the graces 
of your mind, but from that, highly 
amiable character which you bear. 
Mankind admire a beautiful woman, 
and are bewitchd by a great fortune. 
We find a natural inclination to the one, 
and a ſtrong propenſity to the other. But 
the man of principle, the man of ſenſe 
and taſte, can only ſincerely love, the 
woman of delicate ſenſibility. I am 
convinced that you did not diſcloſe your 
inclination without the greateſt ingenuity, 
and-diſcretion,. and that our mutual paſ- 
fion is as blameleſs as it is ardent, I 
would therefore much rather endeavour - 
to ſtifle the ardor of my. affection, than 
by a recital of my. own. ſufferings to re- 
new your pains. But I have this mo- 
ment: heard, madam, that the regiment | 
in which the gentleman your huſband 
commands, is na longer. to remain in 
Sileſia, but is an the point of marching 
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into; its old quarters: and a8 it will not 
be far diſtant from Berlin, we ſhall again 
find opportunitys, under the patronage 
of love, of feeing and converſing with 
each other. What heart-felt joy did 
not this news give me? with what ea» 
gerneſs did: I not ſnatch the pen, to give 
it you? Come then quickly hither ; fly 
into the arms of your parents; that is 
certainly a juſt motive, or at leaſt a fain 
pretence, and fer the reſt be 
I any very ſenſible, madany, me x 
ſhould be ingrateful were I not ſenſible; 
that you intereſt yourſelf too- much in 
my wellfare, not to wiſh to know what 
has happend: to me fince our parting. 
M. Pollnitz and I, have had in the kings 
train, a very pleaſant and ſafe; but with- 
all,. a very tireſome journey. We got 
here in two days and a half, quite ex- 
hauſted with fatigue. We ſtopd. no 
where, but a few hours at Frankfort on 
che. Oder, where the fair then was. | 
Es «Why 
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When we came: near the town, we 
found the road lined on both ſides, with 
an innumerable. number of merchants 


and ſtrangers of all nations, that curio- 


ſity had brought together, to ſee the 


oqueror of Sileſia. So that the kings 
entrance into Frankfort, wanted nothing 
of a triumph, but the pomp and parade. 


We paſſed like lightning before the 
eyes of the ſpectators, and fo coverd 
with dirt and duſt that it was impoſſible 
to diſtinguiſh our features, or even the 
color of our cloths. We purchaſed each 


one ſomewhat in the fair, and leaving 


that city, at laſt happily arrived in this 


5 capital; where the king was receivd with 


great joy by his people. 
I lodged the firſt night with M. Poll- 


nitz, 'and the next day had the good 


fortune to find a very handſom and 
convenient lodging, at the corner of 


Stechbahn, directly oppoſite the palace. 


1 have five chambers on the ſame floor; 
ny a kitchen, 
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a 16 a ſtable, coach houſe &c. 1 
have brought all my furniture here, and 


when not in waiting on his majeſty, or 


ſome of the roial family have been em» 
ployed in adjuſting matters in my new 


dwelling ; where it is moſt probable, 1 


ſhall remain for ſome years at reſt, ag 
the king has thought proper to appoint 
me to a place in the department for fo- 
reign affairs, as a. ſecretary of legas 
tion. , | ; 
As J have livd for a long time paſt, 
in continual . noiſe and buſtle, I now 
highly enjoy the pleaſures of a peaceful 
life. I commonly dine in my own 
chamber. I ſtudy and write every morn- 
ing till I go to court. In the afternoon 
I make ſome viſit; and I paſs many. 
hours in the library, of my learned. friend 


Jordan. In the evening I go to the 


palace, and attend his majeſty ; or pay 
my devoirs to their majeſtys, the reign- 
ing uns or queen mother. 


Their 
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When we came: near the town, we 
found the road lined on both ſides, with 
an innumerable number of merchants 


and ſtrangers of all nations, that curio 


ſity had brought together, to ſee the 


conqueror of Sileſia. So that the kings 
entrance into Frankfort, wanted nothing 


of a triumph, but the pomp and parade. 
We paſſed like lightning before the 
eyes of the ſpectators, and ſo coverd 
with dirt and duſt that it was impoſſible 
to diſtinguiſn our features, or even the 


color of our cloths. We purchaſed each 
one ſomewhat in the fair, and leaving 


that city, at laſt happily arrived in this 


5 capital where the king was receivd with 


great joy by his people. 

I lodged the firſt night with M. Poll- 
nitz, and the next day had the good 
fortune to find a very handſom and 
convenient lodging, at the corner of 
Stechbahn, directly oppoſite the palace. 
] hayc five chambers on the ſame floor; 

e a kitchen, 
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a kitchen, a. ſtable, coach houſe & c. 1 
have brought all my furniture here, and 
when not in waiting on his majeſty, or 


ſome of the roial family have been em- 
ployed in adjuſting matters in my new 


dwelling ; ; where it is moſt probable, 1 


ſha]l remain for ſome years at reſt, ag 
the king has thought proper to appoint 
me to a place in the department for fo- 
reign affairs, as a. ſecretary of lega- 
tin; Tn | : 

As 1 have livd for a long time paſt, 
in continual . noiſe and buſtle, I now 
highly enjoy the pleaſures of a peaceful 
life. I commonly dine in my own 
chamber. I ſtudy and write every morn- 
ing till I go to court. In the afternoon. 
I make ſome viſit; and I paſs many 
hours in the library, of my learned friend 


Jordan. In. the evening I go to the 
palace, and attend his majeſty ;, or pay 


my devoirs to their majeſtys, the reign- 


ing queen, or queen mother. ug 
Their 
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Their roial highneſſes the margraveſs. 
Albert, and the margraveſs Henry, and 
the prince her huſband, load me with fa- 
vors and civilitys. I uſually ſup either 
with theſe princes, or at court, or elſe 
in the city. F cannot ſufficiently expreſs, 
that great, urbanity with which I am re- 
ceivd by their excellencys, the cabinet 
miniſters; count Podewils, and count 
Bork ; by all other ſtate miniſters and 
generals, and in ſhort by every perſon of 
rank who keeps houſe in Berlin, They 
regard me not” as a ſtranger, but as one 
who had paſſd his ben life in their 
company. 

I am highly ſenſible of my . for- 
tune; but I am ſenſible at the ſame time 
that I cannot be completely happy, with- 
out the enjoyment of your company. 
There is a horrid vacaney in my heart, 
which you alone can fill. The utmoſt 
power of diſſipation is not able to make 
me 8 the miſery which your abſence 

cauſes 


- 
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cauſes. Your 1 image follows me as well 
at the court, as in my cloſet, and: I ſhall 
never know what true joy is, till J have 
the pleaſure of aſſuring you, face to face, 
af that perfect devotion. with which Þ 
am, &c. . 
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To M. von M.] * ®, at- Hanoyer. 


Berlin, Dec: 1 1 74 1. 
HAT i is: life, my dear friendj. 1 
without ſerious buſineſs, and 1 1 
without ſtudy.? I uſe both, for I find i 
both neceſſary to my minds health. 
The department for foreign affairs, with, 
which I am connected, affords me not 
ſufficient employment, whether it be 
from the aſſiduity of my colleagues, on 
* other _ I know not. 0 


09] KETTE RX; 
There are, who would perſuade me that 
F write not ill.; and on the other hand: 
L know full well, that T want an infinity. 
of knowledge to make my labors realy: 
uſeful. And this has. determind me, 
to endeavour in a manner to forget, for. 
a while, that favor which the king 
ſeems at this time to have for. me, that I 
may find opportunity. of acquiring ſome 
of that knowledge, which I am ſo ſen- 
ſible I want; and for this purpoſe I 
give myſelf up, from time to time, en- 
tirely to my ſtudyͤs. 
1 have here met with my old friend 
and countryman M. Lamprecht; with 
whom I daily exerciſe myſelf in the 
ſtudy of eloquence and the other Zelles- 
lettres. My good fortune has: likewiſe. 
brought me acquainted: with a very. 
learned man, named Uhl; who is re- 
markably well read in polite literature; : 
and has a deep knowledge of the laws. 
and hiſtorys of nations. I have engaged 
N 7*%g 


En 


bim to come to me every morning, and 


to communicate his knowledge in theſe . 


. N 


fciences. 


Beſides theſe ſet an I daily read 
fuch books as can furniſh me with what 


5 other learning I want; and by theſe 


means I hope in a few years, to make 


fuch a proficiency, as will enable me to 
undertake an office that perhaps his ma- 


jeſty has deſigned for me. I join to 
theſe ſerious ſtudys, the reading of poe- 


try, dramatic writings, a few of the 


beſt romances, and works of mere wit: 


in ſhort, every thing that I find agree- 
able to my taſte. And in this manner, 


which ſeems to me the moſt "OY T 


employ my time. 

But do not think, my heb friend, 
that by this aplication to ſtudy, cloſe as 
it is, I forget the court and the world. 


„„ 2 any Bo tb 
[1 


By no means; theſe I conſtantly fre- 


quent as ſchools of real learning. and of 
that ſort of learning which is more eſſen- 
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tially neceſſary to me than all the other. 


Here I fee, as in a moving picture, a 
thouſand ſtriking objects that paſs before 


my eyes, and are continually changing 
as they paſs. Theſe enlarge my mind 


by ſtoring it with a conſtant ſucceſſion 
of new ideas. And this 1 regard as a 
fortunate circumſtance that my ſituation 
in life neceſſarily contributes to my in- 


ſtruction. | 


In this manner, my dear friend, L join 
the knowledge of the great world, with 
the ſtudy of the more uſeful ſciences. 
Will you have the goodneſs to give me 
your opinion of my plan? and if you 


think that by perſeverance I ſhall accom- 


pliſh my deſign. 

\ You now ſee me at the foot of Par- 
naſſus; as my ſtrength. increaſes you may 
perhaps find me ſome way up the hill: 
but as little as I wiſh to grovel at the 
bottom, ſo little do I expect to mount 
to the ſummit. A ſtrong deſire however 
ä | 10 


LET FC ERK X. 
ta excel, may in ſome degree ſupply the 
want of natural ability; or at leaſt urge 

me ſome way on; for I have continually 
in my mind that ſentence: 
Nil volentibus arduum. | 
Guide me by your good counſil, my 
dear friend, in this new path; and be 
aſſured, that tho my ability may be here- 
after greater, my inclination can never be 
ſtronger, to ſhew with what ſenfe of ob- 


ligation, reſpe& and devotion, Ei have 
the honor tO bes &c. | — 5 
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To Madam von a C* * 5 Ae at 5 —. . 


ERS — 10, . 
M ADAM, 


0 whom hall | T wiſh + a a happy. 
year, if not to you? ? for. much. 

rather would I ſuffer ill fortune, ſicknefs, 
death itſelf, than not ſee vou enjoy life, 
health and pleaſure. And were i it in my 
power to chooſe, it would certainly be 
more eligible for me to be unfortunate, 
than to ſee you ſo; ſince your unhappi- 
neſs would neceſſarily make me miſera- 
ble. Theſe are the expreſſions of my 
heart, not on this day only, but on every 
day of my life : my firſt thoughts in the 
morning when I wake, and the laſt when, | 
I lay down to reſt. 
I ſhall here avail myſelf, madam, of 


that opportunity which cuſtom has eſta- 
blſhed, 


— 
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-bliſhed, of preſenting a new years offer- 
ing, to ſend you an account of that con- 
tinued ſcene of diverſions, which we 
have had here for this fortnight paſt, on 
account of the- marriage of his rojal 
highneſs the prince of Pruſſia, with the 
princeſs of Brunſwick . There was no 
withſtanding-this torrent of pleaſure ; no · 
thing could be attended to but dreſs, 
which is in fact a real labor to me. 
But what will moſt ſurprize you is, that the 
day after the nuptials, I poor mortal, was 
more fatigued than any of the court, ex- 
cept the new marryd prince. Leaving you 
to unravel this myſtery, I proceed to a ſhort 
deſcription of this magnificent feſtvial. 

1 know that in the provinces, - theſe 
ſort of relations are eagerly ſought after, 


"LY 8 


* Louiſa Amelia, daughter of Ferdinand Albertus, 
duke of Brunſwick Wolfenbuttle, and ſiſter to the 
reigning queen of Pruſſia, was born 29 Jan. 1722; 
and the prince of Pruſſia was born 9 Aug. 1722: the 
prince and-princeſs therefore, were at this time, both 
in the twentieth year of their age, 
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and that they are ill at eaſe, who are 
known to have correſpondence with the 
court, and cannot ſatisfy the curioſity of 
their acquaintance. Since Chriſtmas, 
Berlin has been crouded with ftrangers 
of the firſt rank: among whom are 
reckond fourteen ſovereign princes. 
Every thing that could poffibly contri- 
bute to their entertainment, during their 
reſidence in this city, has been done by 
his majeſtys command. Every day was 
diſtinguiſhd, either by ſome voial feaſt, 
or ſome new kind of diverſion; which 
altogether ſerved as an introduction to 
The day of theſe roial nuptials. | 
The night before this grand ceremony, 
his majeſty rememberd that it was the 
_ cuſtom of the houſe of Brandenburgh, as 
well as moſt other German coutrs, for 
ſome courtier to preſent the new marryd 
princeſs, the day after her nuptials, with 
a crown of flowers, and to make the il- 
luſtrious bride at the ſame time, a ſhort 
* . Sa) 
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gay ſpeech, or ſome ſprightly compli- 
ment, adapted to that ſtate in 2 which __— 
was juſt entered. 

On the marriage of the otificntit)s the | 
daughters of the late king, this cere- | if 
mony was ſometimes performed by the i} 
maſter of the horſe, M. von Schwerin; 
and ſometimes by ſome other courtier. 
On this occaſion his majeſty was pleaſd 
to appoint me to this office, and orderd 
baron Pollnitz to fend for me. It was 
with ſome difficulty that I was met with ; 
for M. Pollnitz promiſd my ſervants a 
ducat to find me out. I ran to court, 
in expectation of hearing ſome good 
news for the ſtate, or at leaſt for my 
ſelf; but was greatly ſurpriſed to receive 
from the kings mouth, a command to 
prepare this ſpeech. 
The firſt thought that ſtruck me, as 
I went out of the kings chamber, was, 
that as the eyes of the whole court would | 
be nd on me, it was neceſſary to make 3 

| a ſplen- {10 
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a ſplendid appearance. The time was 
ſhort; I found means however to pro- 
cure a very beautiful ſtuff and a ſuitable 
trimming: and my taylor completed the 
buſineſs by the next CAP. -. _ 
This point ſettled, I went home, calld 
aloud on Apollo and the muſes, and fat 
down to compoſe my oration. The un- 
dertaking appeared to me, to be attend- 
ed with much difficulty. I was to ſpeak 
before the moſt reſpectable perſonages ; 
and in this nice affair, was to pleaſe the 
delicate ears of the queens and the prin- 
ceſſes: and yet it was neceſſary to throw 
in, but with much art, here and there, 
a caſual expreſſion that might pleaſe the 
company. By nine o'clock the ſame 
evening my ſpeech was made, read over, 
corrected, and with good and bad, com- 
pleted. I ſupped afterwards with two 
intimates; was in high ſpirits; and be- 
fore I went to bed had my oration 
memoriter. F 


"The 
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The next thn which was the opal 
day, I ſtayd all the morning at home : 
after dinner I dreſsd, and about five, I 


went to the palace. At fix, the whole, 
court was aſſembled in the preſence cham- 
ber, which you remember, madam, is 


very elegantly ornamented, and moſt 
magnificently furniſhd. All the rooms 


were highly illuminated ; and in the great f 
hall, which is at the end, and is calld 


the white hall, under a canopy of crimſon 


velvet, embroiderd with gold, was placed 


the altar, before which the illuſtrious 
pair were to preſent themſelves, and 
perform the ſacred rites. | 


The dreſs of the whole court was a- 
mazingly ſuperb and brilliant : on every 
fide was ſeen the glitter of ſilver, gold, 
pearls and diamonds. The three young 
princes of Wurtenberg, were particularly 
remarkable, for the taſte as well as mag | 


nificence of their dreſs. 
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About ſeven, the king enterd the hall, 

accompanyd by the two young princes, 
Henry and Ferdinand, and attended by 
ſeveral of his lord chamberlains, adjutant 
generals, and many other officers of ſtate, 
all in the richeſt French dreſſes. His 
majeſtys coat was of a ſilver ſtuff, with 
a ſhoulder knot, but the waiſtcoat and 
facings were of a gold and ſilver bro- 
cade; all theſe were hightened by the 
yellow riband, and the ſtar; and gave 
this monarch, in my eyes, ſo young, ſo 
gay and graceful an air, that I could not 
have refrained from loving him, altho 
he had been a ſtranger. We have a 
ſaying in Germany, which is, What 
lady can withſtand that man, who is 
„ handſom, witty, and a prince?“ but 
with much ſtronger reaſon may we ſay, 
% What lady can withſtand him, who is 
< in his perſon the moſt amiable of man- 
« kind; the greateſt genius in the world; 
“ and a king?” © 
f 1 — 2 
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Preſently after came the queen, dreſſd 
in a robe of green velvet, which was 
coverd, to the very train, with bunches 
of brilliants. And all theſe ornaments 
were ſo happily diſpoſed, that it was ma- 
nifeſt the Graces themſelves had attended 
on her toilet. The brilliants in her hair 
were above all illuſtrious : the ſmall Sancy, 
the third diamond of that ſort in Europe, 
ſhone among the reſt, like the ſun among 
the ſtats. Four ladys of the court bore 
her majeſtys train. Next came the queen 
mother, in a robe of black velvet, trimd 
with ermine, and adornd with a prodi- 
gious quantity of diamonds, pearls, and 
lacez which gave this great and vene- 
rable princeſs, a moſt majeſtic appear- 
ance. She was accompanyd by her two 
daughters, the princeſſes Ulrica and Ame- 
lia, who had forgot nothing that could 

add to the luftre of their charms. | 
At laſt appeard the illuſtrious pair, 
whoſe happy union gave birth to theſe 
"Fa ſump- 


re 
ſumptuous feſtivals. His roial highneſs 
led in his auguſt bride. They were 
both dreſſed in brocade of white and ſilver. 
The folds of the princeſſes robe, were or: 
namented with gold point d'eſpagne ; and 
all the vacant ſpaces blazed with dia- 
monds. The hair of both princes, was 
dreſſed with a luxurious elegance. The 
princeſſes train was borne by four of the 
queens ladys of honor; and they were 
followed by all thoſe who compoſe their 
8 1 „ 
When the whole company had formd 
itſelf into a half circle, the prince and 
princeſs immediately aproachd the altar; 
accompanyd by the king, the queens, and 
all the princes and princeſſes; and there 
receivd the ſolemn conſecration of their 
nuptials, from the hands of M. Sack, his 
majeſtys firſt chaplain; who made on 
this occaſion, a ſhort, but very pathetic 
exhortation. The moment their hands 
were joind, we heard the thunder of 


— | 
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the cannon, that were placed in the gar- 


den of the palace; which were anſwerd' 
by a triple diſcharge of all the cannon on 


the ramparts; proclaiming to the in- 
habitants of Berlin, the completion of this 
happy event. After the prince and his 
princeſs, had receivd the compliments of 
the king, the queens, and the chief per- 
ſons of the company; the whole court 
was entertained at five great tables in dif- 
ferent rooms. At the firſt table ſat the 
king, the queens, the new marryd pair, 
and all the other princes and princeſſes; 


as well thoſe who are not, as thoſe who 


are,; of the blood. 


The count of Podewils did the ho- ; 


nors at the ſecond table, at which were 
ſeated all the foreign miniſters. At the 
other tables the reft of the company 
placed themſelves without diſtinction. 
They were all, in a word, roially ſervd, 
and the entertainment laſted for a long 


time. 
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As ſoon as their majeſtys roſe from 
table, the whole company returnd into 
the white hall; from whence the altar 
was removed, and the room was illumi- 
nated with freſh wax lights. The mu- 
ſictans were placed on a ſtage of ſolid 
filver, Six lieutenant generals, and fix- 
miniſters of ſtate, ſtood, each with a 
white wax torch in his hand, ready to be 
lighted, in conformity to a ceremony 
uſed in the German courts on theſe oc- 
caſions, and which is called ** the dance 
of torches,” in alluſion to the torch 
of Hymen. This dance was opend by 
the new marryd prince and princefs, who 
made the tour of the hall, ſaluting the 
king and the company. Before them 
went the miniſters and the generals, two 
and two, with their lighted torches. The 
princeſs then gave her hand to the king, 
and the prince to the queen; the king 
gave his hand to the queen mother, and 
the reigning queen to prince Henry; and 

h in 


LETTER XI. 0g 


in this manner all the princes and prin- 
ceſſes that were preſent, one after the other, 
and according to their rank, led up the 
dance; making the tour of the hall, al- 
moſt in the ſtep of the Pologneſe. 

The novelty of this performance, and 
the ſublime quality of the performers, 
made it in ſome degree agreeable. Other- 
wiſe the extreme gravity of the dance it- 
ſelf, with the continual round and for- 
mal pace of the dancers; the frequent 
going out of the torches; and the clan- 
gor of the trumpets that rent the ear: 
all theſe 1 ſay, made it tog much re- 
ſemble, the dance of the Sarmates, thoſe 
ancient inhabitants af the e | 
woods of this country. | 

When the laſt prince had finiſhd ts 3 
tour, the muſic and the dance ceaſed. 
The queen · mother withdrew. The king 
accompanyd the prince, and the queen 
the princeſs, to their chambers; where 
this illuſtrious bride and bridegroom pre- 
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pared themſelves, by a very rich and elegant 
night dreſs, to complete their nuptials. 
As ſoon as they were ready, the door 
of their bedchamber was thrown open, 
and we followed each other in; where 
we found the princeſs on a bed of crimſon 
velvet, highly ornamented with the rich- 
eſt pearls. The prince ſtood at the head 
of the bed in a night gown, and a cap 
borderd with lace. The taſteleſs jeſters, 
who gave the reins to their fancy, in-, 
commoded his highneſs with their free- = 
doms, not a little; he diſingaged him- 
ſelf however, in a pleaſant and handſom 
manner, and taking off the princeſſes 
garter, cut it into a number of pieces, 
and diſtributed it among the company 
and then ended the ceremony, by em- 
bracing the king, diſmiſſing the com- 
pany, and bolting his door; hencefor- 
ward to be guarded by 'the god of wed- 
lock, to whom Love had deliverd _p 
his torch, 

After 
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After their majeſtys and the princes 
and princeſſes were retird to their cham- 
bers, we went all together into the dining 
chamber, where we found a midnight 
collation, and excellent wine; in more 
than one full glaſs of which we each drank 
ſucceſs to the mutual endeavours of the 
new marryd pair. About three the next 
morning I got home to my lodging. 
The following evening about fix, the 
whole court was aſſembled in the great 
gallery: their majeſtys, the new man and 
wife, the princes and princeſſes, in ſhort the 
whole court appeared in domino, but with- 
out maſks. I alone was pompouſly dreſſed, 
and for which I was not a little admired, 
The company danced and playd till 
nine, when the king orderd me to pre- 
' pare for my oration. I went immedi- 
ately into the firſt antichamber, where I. 
found ovay thing ready for the. cere- 
mony. Twelve young knights went be- 
fore me, with each a lighted wax taper 
7 EF: 5 in 
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in his hand: the baron of Mordach, a 
very amiable Sileſian nobleman, imme- 


diately preceded me, bearing in à gold 


diſh, the crown of flowers, which was 
very curiouſly wrought, and adornd with 


ſmall figures of children in wax : I was 
followd by an endleſs number of ſpec- 
tators, and was doubtleſs a good deal 
confuſed; for my fears appeard ſo plain 
in my countenance, that as I paſſed the 
door of the hall, the baron von Plotho 
cryd out to me, Courage! my friend! 
% you look as pale as the dead.” 

The whole court formed itſelf into a 
half circle, the center of which was the 
new marryd pair, and on each ſide of 


them ſtood the king, the queens, and 


two and twenty princes and princeſſes, 
The twelve young knights began the 
ceremony, by ſearching with their lighted 
tapers for what was ſilently ſuppoſed to 
be loſt the laſt night. But you will ea- 


fily believe, madam, that it was im- 


| Poſſible 
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poſſible to deer that, by the brighteſt 


light which never exiſted but in the ima- 


gination.. Be that however as it may, 


when this pantomime was over, I began- 


my ſpeech. But there was ſuch a hor- 
rid noiſe that I could not hear my on. 
voice; ſo that T was obliged to defire- 


his- majeſty: to command ſilence; which 


when. I had obtaind, I immediately re- 


coverd: from my confuſion, and deliverd: 


my oration as well as I could have wiſhed:. 

As ſoon. as the oration was finiſhd, 
baron Mordach enterd the circle, and 
placed the crown on the head of the 
princeſs; which her highneſs was not am- 
bitious long to wear, but toſed it into 
the hands of the prince her conſort. I 


marched out with the fame ceremony that 


I had enterd,. and having difmiſſed my: 
knights, returnd into the hall unat- 
tended; where the whole court was en- 


tertained at five tables, as on the preced- 


ing evening. 
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I here ſend you, madam, the French 
tranſlation, that has been made of my 
ſpeech, tho perhaps you have - before 
ſeen it in German, as there have been 
already two editions of it, for it goes 
off like new bread: not certainly on ac- 
count of its own merit, but as making 
part of the entertainments of theſe il- 
luſtrious feſtivals. 

After table there was playd off in ca 


| great place, which they call the kings 


garden, a very beautiful. fire work : 


which the court ſaw from the windows 


of the palace. But the extreme cold had 
extinguiſhd many of the lamps, with 
which the pyramids and other ornaments 
were illuminated. After this the court 
went to dancing, and the ball laſted til 
very late in the night. 

The third day the prince and princeſs 
went to the palace of the prince roial, 
which is to be their future place of re- 
ſidence : and which the king has com- 

. 
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pletely furniſhed for his brother. There. 
was the ſame evening an opera and oe 
table at court. 

The fourth day the prince of Pruſtia, 
did me the honor to invite me to dine 
with him: and before we ſat down, his 
roial highneſs was pleaſd to thank me 
very graciouſly, for my ſpeech, and for 
the manner in which it was deliverd; 
preſenting me at the ſame time with a 
very valuable gold watch, and deſiring 
that I would preſerve it in remembrance 
of theſe days, and as a token of that re- 
gard which he bore me. 

In this manner, madam, dud all 
theſe entertainments. I ſhall be the hap- 
pieſt man in the world, if my deſcription 

of them does not prove tireſome to you; 
and if you will have the goodneſs to , 
believe that in the midſt of all theſe di- 
verſions, in the midſt of the - greateſt 
diſſipations, your image was never abſent 
from my heart; and that to the laſt mo- 
. 1 
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ment of my life, I ſhall never ceaſe to 
be, with the moſt perfect devotion,. 
Madam, 
Your, &c.. 


A Coronary ORraTionN, delivered 
Jan. 7, 1742, on occaſion of the 
marriage of the prince of PRuss14 
with the princeſs of BR UN SWI k- 
Wool TEN BVTTEI. 


H E eyes of the whole court are 
this day fixd on you, illuſtrious 
pair, all thinking to diſcover in your 
countenances, thoſe marks of diſtinction, 
which this day, gives you ſo different a. 
title from what you yeſterday bore. Far 
be it from me to preſume to explore the 
thoughts with which the minds of the 


beautiful part of this preſence, are on 


this ee doubtleſs agitated. Thoſe 
2 
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thoughts, ſecret as they are intent, are not 
the leſs juſt, not the leſs generous, But 

you will permit, illuſtrious pair, that I 

ſhow the true motives of this fixed atten · 
tion, this univerſal curioſity. 

The conqueror, who is honord with 
a triumph, hears on all ſides the crys of 
joy, and vows for his proſperity. In the 
dominions of Venus, as well as in thoſe 
of Mars, there is a field of battle; but 

the great difference between the combats 
of the one, and the combats of the other, 
is, that the victorys of Cytherea are in- 
comparably more pleaſing than thoſe of 
Bellona : while theſe ſeek to deſtroy the 
human race, thoſe ſeek to increaſe it; 
and what is ſtill more, the laurels of love, 
elevate the conquered to the ſame degree 
of honor with the conqueror, and his 
triumphs are never ſo joyous, never fo Wis 
glorious, as when jointly enjoyed by _ | : 
both. This noble, this fublime point f 
honor, illuſtrious. pair, you have this 
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day obtaind, and this it is that now draws 


on you, the earneſt regard of ſo mag - 
nificent an aſſembly. We muſt not ima- 


gin however, that there can be a victory 


without a defeat; by no means; for even 
the triumphs of love are inſeparably con- 
nected with a very poignant loſs; but 
even this is eſteemed ſo honorable, that 
mankind have thought it worthy of a 
crown of glory. | 5 

You here appear, illuſtrious princeſs, 
partly as a conqueror, and partly as con- 
quered. Your glory as a conqueror con- 
fiſts in having ſubdued the heart of ſo 
magnanimous a prince; and by conquer- 
ing ſo great a hero, you have an undoubted 
right to be numberd among the race of he- 
roines. The crown, notwithſtanding, that 


I now preſume to offer your highneſs, is 
not the price of your victory, but the re- 
ward of your defeat. And ean a defeat 


that merits a crown, be ſubject to the leaſt 
reproach? Far otherwiſe; ſuch a defeat 
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muſt doubtleſs lead to che path of 1 im- 
mortal fame. F 5 
It was the want of this 6 that 
cauſed the tears to ſtream from the eyes 
of Iphigenia, and of the daughter of 
Jephtha. As well the one as the other 
of theſe unhappy virgins, lamented a 
loſs to which no conciliating circumſtance 
was annexed, As well the one as the 
other deplored a death, which was the 
more inſupportable, as it deprived them 
of the poſſibility of ever obtaining that 
crown, which J have this day the honor 
of preſenting your highneſs. But Eſther, 
on the contrary, the fortunate queen 
Eſther, by ſacrificing an imaginary, to 
a real good, obtaind the diſtinguiſhd 
honor of having ſtretched out to her, 

the ſceptre of a great king. 

Be not offended, madam, at the tri- 
vial compoſition of this crown, and do 
not regard it as a mean offering; but 
5 it as it is, — mark of 
that 
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that ſtate, into which you have ſo lately 


enterd; that honorable ſtate, which is 
ſo ſure to excite the envy of all thoſe 
who are not yet initiated into its ſacred 


myſterys. Among the Romans a trifling 


crown was the only reward of, and a 
ſufficient excitement to, the moſt heroic 
deeds. 

I doubt not in the leaſt, molt. gra- 
cious prince, but that you behold with 
inward real ſatisfaction, this ſimple work 
of ſtraw, that ſhall. crown tne head of 
your illuſtrious conſort, and afford a 
pleaſing remembrance of that noble vic - 
tory you have ſo lately obtaind. And 
certainly a frequent repetition of ſuch 
victorys, as that which adorns the brows. 


of your illuſtrious princeſs with a crown 


of gladneſs, muſt give you ineffable de- 


light. 
Joy and happineſs once nk Sas 


out all Greece, on the marriage of the 
prince Telemachus with the virtuous An- 


tiope 
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tiope: in like manner, illuſtrious pair, 
an univerſal exultation is now diffuſed 
amongſt all thoſe who obey the Pruſſian 
ſceptre. For this feſtival of your au- 
ſpicious nuptials, is celebrated with that 
joy, which the good fortune of your 
roial houſe ever excites, How juſt, how 
natural is this joy, to a people, who 
are the happy witneſſes of that mar- 
riage, which unites the firſt of their 
Princes, a prince that will be the admi- 
ration of all poſterity; with a princeſs 
who knows of nothing ſuperior to the 
dignity of her birth, but the excellent 
qualitys of her heart ? 

May the ſmiles of Fortune, O happy 
pair! perpetually attend you ! may your 
fame be equal to your exalted ſtation ! 
that: mankind may hereafter erect a mo- 
nument to your glory, which ſhall excite 
all future ages to emulate your tran- 
ſcendent virtues! In your veins, ex- 
cellent prince! flows the noble blood of 

1 


r 
your heroic anceſtors; and your heart 
burns with the love of glory. May you 

tranſmit theſe ſublime qualitys to an end- 
leſs race of heroes! and may you live 
to ſee, your childrens children, perſue, 
with unceaſing ardor *, the love of their 
country and of glory! 


MN CIS NOK OK 
LETTER XI 


To M. von M* , at Hanover. 


Berlin, Dec. 6, 1742. 
E now ſee, my dear friend, the 
beginning of another war. The 
king has enterd Mähren, and they even 
ſay that his majeſty has penetrated as far 
as. Znaim, which is but ſixteen miles from 
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"FF 


—_— 


[© Theſe words allude to the 1 motto. Pre 
foros, & pro glorio. | 


View- | 
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Vienna; and that our huſſars of the 
Ziethenſchen regiment, ſcour the country 
quite up to the ſuburbs of that capital, 
from whence they bring vegetables and 
other proviſions into the camp. You will 


excuſe the few words with which I give 
you this news, and which have eſcaped 


me, contrary to our determination, ne- 
ver to write about war or peace, or any 
thing that concerns ſovereign princes z 
as being certainly the beſt mean of en- 
joying eaſe and peace, amid the tumult 
of courts ; advantages that the writers 
of news are in no ſmall danger of for- 
feiring “. 1 LE, 


1 4 


—_— 


* What our author here ſays of not writing news, 
muſt be underſtood of the ſecrets of the cabinet, with 
which he was intruſted ; for the reader will other- 
wiſe find many accounts of public tranſactions, in 
the courſe of theſe letters, and ſome, ſuch as the 
twenty-third and twenty-fourth, entirely taken up 
with them; but with this reſtriction, that they are, 
in general, ſuch anecdotes, as are not to be met with 
in the gazetts of the day. 
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A conſtant companion of mine, and 
one of my beſt friends has been talking 
to me a long time paſt, about a young 


lady that lives at Hall, who is of a very 


good family, and already in poſſeſſion of 
a large fortune, her father and mother 
both dying when ſhe was quite young, 
and thiſe parents it ſeems took care to 
make good proviſion for their children, 
Now my friend is deſirous that by the 


way of matrimony I ſhould turn this op- 


portunity to my advantage. But as it is 
neceſſary that people ſhould be acquaint- 
ed together before they can love each 
other, he urged me very cloſely, to make 
a journey to Hall, and there get ac- 
quainted with this lucky orphan. 
The kings abſence offered a fair op- 
portunity to undertake this bold enter- 
prize, The night before his departur 
for the army, therefore, I aſked leave of 
his majeſty, who granted it with expreſ- 


ſions of great goodneſs, A few days 


after 
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after I ſet off from Berlin, born on the 
wings of love, but conducted however 
by prudence, for I took care to be pro- 
vided with proper letters of recom- 


mendation to M. von S***, the bro- 


in law and guardian of the lady ; with 
rich cloaths, a gay equipage, and a 
weighty purſe, 


I arrived in good health at Hall, and 
took up my. quarters at the Golden 


Lyon, where I found very handſom fur- 
niſhd lodgings, I began my love bu- 


ſineſs with a viſit to the brother, who 


receivd me with great complaiſance ; as 


men in the provinces are wont to receive 
thoſe who belong to the court, and have 
the honor to be about the perſon of the 
king. The next day I was invited to 
dine, and as it happened to be the birth- 
day of M. von 8, he gave an en- 
tertainment to his friends, and the prin- 


cipal ladys of the city. The whole morn- 


ing I ſpent in furniſhing out a ſpruce and 


ſplendid 
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ſplendid figur, and at noon [I fallyd 
forth in my ornamental equipage. DI 
I found the whole company aſſembled, 
the ladys, who were dreſſd with great 
coſt and little taſte, formed a circle. I 


caſt my eyes round in ſearch of that 


object, with which the fates had decreed 


I ſhould become enamoured ; but found 


no ſecret foreboding emotion in my heart, 


nor any of that ſparkling penetrating fire 
of the eyes, which they ſay lights up the 


flame that burns the lovers breaſt. I 


was preſented to the ladys, and in par- 
ticular to mademoiſelle von Reich. My 
curioſity was ſatisfyd, and my heart was 
quite at eaſe. The dinner was grand, we 


fat long at table, and the converſation 


was, notwithſtanding, very ſprightly. We 
afterwards made our partys, and I had the 
honor to play with thoſe on whom 1 had 


caſt my eyes. In place of ſupper was 


ſervd up a cold collation, and I ſtaid 
with this company till midnight. 


By 


t. 
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By what I am able to diſcover of ma- 
demoiſelle von R *, at a firſt view, 
her character appears to be excellent; 
ſhe is truth, goodneſs, and goodnature 
itſelf. She has a youthful air, which be- 
comes her well; and has nothing in her 
countenance that is in the leaſt diſagree- 
able. She reecivd me with politeneſs, 

but without any diſtinguiſhing marks 


of regard, though ſhe were already ac- 
quainted with my intentions. The next 


day J viſited thoſe of the city to whom 
I had recommendations; was received 
every where with great civility; was- 
conſtantly invited to dine or ſup, and 
in moſt places I met with Mademoiſelle 
von . he, 
When I thought I was ſufficiently: ace: 
quainted with the underſtanding and 
the heart of this young lady, I opend 
my deſigns to the brother-in-law, who, 
made no ſort of difficulty in granting his; 
Vol. I. i G | ' con- 
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conſent; but however, after a few days 
conſideration, he expreſſed himſelf in ſo 
ambiguous and indeterminate a manner, 
and ſeemd to refer the concluſion of this 
buſineſs to ſo great a diſtance, that I did 
not think it by any means adviſeable to 
ſpend more time and money by ſtaying 
in Hall; eſpecially as 1 knew that 1 
could ſtill carry on this affair by a li- 
terary intercourſe, in which too, I ſhould 
have the aſſiſtance of my friend, 

J viſited the univerſity of Hall, and 


became acquainted with its celebrated 


profeſſors : I ſaw likewiſe the public li- 


brary, and the famed orphan- houſe, erect- 
ed by the late Dr. Franks ; the ſalt works; 
the caſtle Giebichenſtein, and every thing 


elſe remarkable, in and about the town. 
I met with ſeveral young Hamburghers, 
my countrymen and old acquaintance, 


who are ſtudents there; theſe perſuaded 
me to paſs thro Leipzig, in my return 
to —ͤ— The ill ſucceſs I had met 


with 
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with in my courtſhip obliged me to look 
out for ſomething to divert my thoughts, 
ſo that I concluded on. this journey with- 
out much heſitation; and after taking 
leave of thoſe from wham I had received 
civilitys in Hall, I ſet off. When I took 
leave of Mademoiſelle von R in the 
preſence of her ſiſter and brother-in-law, 
ſhe appeard to be in great confuſion, 
and gave me ſeveral ſtolen, tender looks, | 
and at parting I ſaw, or thought I ſaw, 
the ſilent tear ſteal down her cheek. . I 
obſervd that her behaviour and way of 
life were quite conſtraind, from whence 
1 propheſyd good fortune to e in 
futurity. 

I made no great ſtay in Leipzig, viſit: 
ing only ſome of my old acquaintance and 
countrymen ; I paſſd thro the city; that is, 
I took a haſty view of the moſt re- 
markable curioſitys, and ſet off as ſoon 
as poſſible for Berlin. I found great 
aifficulty 1 in croſſing the Elbe by Witten=- 
G2 berg; 


* — 
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berg ; it was ſo filld with ice, that as it 
vas night when I came to- it, 1 Was 
forced to take up my lodging in a mi- 
{rable hut, on ſtraw, and in the midſt of 
rwenty boors. Here, while I ruminated 
on my fruitleſs journey and unfortunate 
courtſhip, thoſe fine verſes in the th 
book of the Henriade, came into my 


mind: 


Du Dieu qui nous · erẽa, la elemence infinie, 
Pour adoucir les maux de cette courte vie, 
A placẽ parmi nous, deux Etres bien faiſans, 

Pe la terre a jamais, aimables habitans 

Soutiens dans les revers, treſors dans 

Pindegence; * 
Lour eſt le dou ſommeil, & l'autre eſt 
* 


5 The great Author of nature, in or- 
der to ſoften the fatigues of this ſhort: 
life, in his infinite goodheſs has given 
us two beneficent companions; the 

: 0 con- 
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« conſtantly amiable inhabitants of the 


e earth.; che riches of the poor, and our 
< comfort in pain and trouble: and 
* theſe: are, hope and ſleep.“ Theſe re- 
leivd me, I ſlept ſoundly till day- light, 


when I was waked by my noiſy comrades... 


I got into the ferry, where the force of 


the wind ſoon diſſipated. my love fancys.. | 


We got ſafe to the other ſhore, I ſet for 
ward on my Journey, and. made the beſt 
of my way to, Berlin. | 

After two or three * reſt, I wrote 
M. von 8 at Hall, a letter full of 


acknowledgments for all the civilitys he 


had ſhown me; and mentioned, as it 
were by accident, the great reſpe& I 


ſhould ever entertain for Mademoiſelle 


von R ***, dropping ſome ambiguous 
expreſſions at the ſame time, which ſeemd 
to ſay, that I thought 1 might be more 


ſuccefsful hereafter, when we ſhould both 


be more at our liberty. But Fortune ſoon 
after gave theſe reflections a quite differ- 
G 3. ent 
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ent turn, and diſperſd, at leaſt for one 
while, all thoughts of matrimony. 
A few days after my return, I went 

to the German comedy, which was the 
only public entertainment there then was 
in Berlin. On going in, I immediately 
perceivd the dowager dutcheſs of Wur- 
-  temburg, who, as you know, is a princeſs 
of the houſe of Thurn and Taxis, She 
had arrived in Berlin during my abſence, 
with a very numerous and ſplendid re- 
tinue ; as well with a deſign to viſit the 
king and the queens, and to form a more 
cloſe connection with our court, as to 
ſee the three yoing Princes ner ſons, 
who by the conſent of the ſtates of Wur- 
temburg, are here receiving their edu- 
cation. As I had not yet waited on this 
Princeſs, I thought it would ſhow want 
of reſpe&, if I drew too near; and there- 
fore retired to the back part of the the- 
atre. But ſhe obſervd me between the 
ſcenes, and inquiring my name, ſent 
for 
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for me to come to her. I obeyd; and 
found ſhe took the reſpect that I had 
ſhewn her, in very good part, and re- 
ceivd me moſt graciouſly. 

The next day I no longer delayd to 
pay the princeſs my dutiful reſpects at 
her palace. Her highneſſes maſter of 
the ceremonys, appointed my audience to 
be at noon. But how great was my ſur- 
priſe, when introduced, to find the prin- 
ceſs on a bed, in the moſt rich and ele- 
gant night dreſs that can poſſibly be 
conceivd? At the head of the bed I ob- 
ſervd a ſmall veſſel of gold, which was 
filld with holy water; the room was 
ornamented with various coſtly reliques, 
and with a crucifix and roſary of the fineſt 
cryſtal. Her highneſſes dreſs, the pillow 
and coverlid, were all of Merſeille, bor- 
derd with the richeſt lace. Her head 
dreſs was of Alenſoner Jace, bound round 
with a green and gold riband. Figur 
to yourſelf, in this charming night dreſs, 

4 a prin- 
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A princeſs of incomparable merit; poſ- 


ſeſſed of all the wit the human mind can 
poſſibly contain, together with a perfect 
knowledge of the great world; and who 
yet preſervd more than half of the full 
bloom of beauty, and you will not be 
ſurpriſed that ſuch an appearance made a 
ſtriking impreſſion on the imagination of 
a man of ſix and twenty. There is ſome- 
thing noble in the reſpect that is due to 


a ſovereign princeſs. Happy are they 


who are permired to wait in her preſence; 


but far happier he, whoſe daring fate di- 


rects him to fit by her fide. 

The bed was ſurrounded by the three 
young princes, attended by their pre- 
ceptor; by ſeveral] miniſters and cour- 
tiers, with two prieſts, two phyſicians, 


and a lady of the bed chamber; which 
laſt did not ſeem too well pleaſd with 
her ſtation. Theſe dignifyd perfons made 
room, and I was permitted to approath 


the bed, and bad the honor to kiſs the 


fair 


hand of the dutchefs; but with a confu- 
ſion of which the alone, 1 imagin, per- 
ceivd the cauſe. By degrees however, 
I recoverd from my confuſion; the prin- 
ces went out, the priefts and the doctors 
diſappeard, and the converſation became 
animated: after it had laſted about an 
hour, the princeſs orderd me to ſtay and 
dine with her, and was pleaſd graciouſſy 
to add, You will excuſe my coming 
< to table in this night dreſs, for I hall 
e put on no other, when I ſup with the 
queen mother,” I was perfectly tranſ- 
ported with ſo benign a condeſcenſion:. 
Her highneſs. then rung for her ladys; 
every one left the room, and I waited 
with the courtiers in the antichamber. 
The dutcheſs came to us, and we fol- 
lowd her into the dining chamber. The 
_ converſation at table was highly enter- 
taining, we ſat long, and afterwards drank. 
coffee. While the princeſs dreſsd, I. 
vaited ſome little time at her toilet, and 
G. 5 as 
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as I took my leave, her kighneſs had 
the goodneſs to ſay to me, Sir, you 
© can every noon and night, when not 
<« invited at court, find a place at my 
6% table.” I have availd myſelf ſo effec- 
tually of this agreeable offer; have en- 
joyd ſo much of the dutcheſſes bounty, 
that I ſeem in a manner to live in the 
family. I uſe my beſt endeavours to 
procure her highneſs every little enter- 
tainment that is in my power. I have 
already explaind many miſconſtructions, 
and -reconciled ſeveral differences, for 
which I have receivd her acknowledg- 
ments; and take all opportunitys of ſhow- 
ing the princeſs tokens of that profound 
reſpect which I bear her, and of the ear- 
neſt deſire I have to contribute to make 
her reſidence in Berlin agreeable. 
Among thoſe who compoſe this prin- 
ceſſes court, the moſt remarkable perſon 
without doubt, is the marquis D' Argens, 


the author of Jewiſh, Chineſe, and Ca- 
| | ba- 
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baliſtical Letten of the Philoſophy of 
Good Taſte; of Secret Advice from the 
Kingdom of Science; and of many other 
valuable works, The reputation of this 
very learned man, will probably excite in 


you, a delire of being better acquainted 


with him, and I know that you wiſh I 
would give you a ſketch of his character. 
I ſhall therefore comply with your deſire, 


by telling you that he is as amiable in 


his converſation, as he is learned and en- 
tertaining in his writings. He is tall, 


well proportioned, and has a noble ap- 


pearance. He has the look of a man of 
rank; there is in his countenance, ſome- 
thing that expreſſes at once, a perfect 
knowledge of the great world, and a con- 
tempt of its vanitys. In his bed, where 
he paſſes one half of his life, with ſtudy 
and writing, he has more than a German 
phlegm, and in- his converſation more 
than a French gaiety : add to this, the ge- 
nius of a poet, the ſagacity of a philo- 


G 6 ſo- 
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ſopher, the memory of a philologiſt, the 
heart of a perfect upright man, and the 
head of an honeſt toper, and you will 
have a tolerable idea of the marquis 
d Argens, | 
The dutcheſs, tho of a very pleaſant 
en never ſuffers her wit to ſhine 
but by wax light. She frequently gives 
us an evening entertainment, which is in 
every ſenſe delicious. Her highneſs, 
who is uſually in bed, admits a ſmall, 
intimate company to the feet of it: this 
company conſiſts almoſt every night, of 
the baron von Montolieux ; the ſteward 
of the houſhold; the marquis P*Argens, 
baron Pollnitz, M. Jordan, and myſelf. 
Good eating and drinking make the body, 
.and mirth the ſoul of this entertain- 
ment. At the head of the bed, the 
dutcheſs has two bells, one of which in- 
forms the butler when to bring cham- 
pagne, and the other tokay. After the 
firſt courſe, the page and other ſervants 
g0 
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go out, and come only i in eo change the 
diſhes. 
As ſoon as we are alone, all — 


is laid aſide; and this little ſelect and 


joyous ſociety, does not appear to be in 


the capital of a monarch, and at the ta- 
ble of a ſovereign princeſs, but in ſome. 


republic, where liberty is the firſt prin- 


cipal of government. Every one ſtrives 


to pay his club with wit and humor. We 
laugh, we ſing, we jeſt; and if any thing 


too pointed eſcapes any one, a glaſs of 


champagne is immediately preſcribed, to 


take off the ſharpneſs of his wit: and it 


is an inviolable law of our ſociety, that 
the moment we leave the room, no one 


. ſhall remember a ſyllable of what has 


paſſd at the dutcheſſes table. 


In this manner my dear friend have I. 


lately paſſd my time; but this joy will 
foon have an'end; for the dutcheſs is 
preparing to return to Wurtemburg. As 
you love to ſearch into futurity, and 
take 
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take great part in the happineſs of a peo- 


ple, I muſt. inform you for your ſatis- 
faction, that the three young princes of 


Wurtemburg, are poſſeſd of very un- 


common natural endowments; that they 
are here receiving a noble education, and 
the manner in which they receive it does 


them great honor. The human heart 
ever gives ſome ſmall preference, you 
know, to one perſon before another. 


Mine declares itſelf in favour of prince 


Lewis. I know of nothing in nature 
more amiable than this young prince. 


Farewell, my deareſt friend, may you 


enjoy continual health. Favor me ſoon 
with a circumſtantial account of your 
preſent ſituation; I expect a paroli to 


this long letter, and am, &c. 
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LETTER XIII. 


To the Marquis D'Azcz NS, in Stuttgard. 


Burkin April 12, 1743. 
T is impoſſible for me, my dear 
marquis, fully to expreſs the plea- 
ſure your letter has given me. Nothing 


can be more diverting, than the deſcrip- 


tion of your journey from Berlin to Stutt- 
gard, with the chief marſhal count 
Gotter: but you two were certainly never 
intended for fellow travellers: : he goes 
conſtantly to bed at ten at night, and 
you at three in the morning. He riſes 
with the ſun, and you at mid-day; fo 
that he can bid you good morrow when 
you bid him good night, He dreads 
the heat, and you the cold; from whence 
it muſt neceflarily follow, that when he 
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lets down one coach window, you pull 


up the other. 1 am highly. pleaſd with 


reflecting on the manner of adjuſting 
your di erences. His excelleney © muſt 
pay dear for a mouthful of freſh air, by 

giving you a bottle of tokay, for every 
hour that you conſent to have the coach 


windows down. But without flattery, 


my dear friend, the pleaſure of Your 
company is above all price: and doubt- 


leſs it was with the proſpect of this en- 
joyment that he undertook the journey. 


make no doubt but your common 


Friend Horace is of your party. : The 


marſhal can repeat him memoriter, and 
you underſtand him perfectly well. And 
tho I am not fo paſſionate an admirer of 
this poet as you and ſome others; yet 1 
regard him as an excellent companion on 
a journey : his deſcriptions are naturaland 


| beautiful; we ſeem toTee the objects be- 


fore our eyes: with what energy, for ex- 
ample, does he deſcribe che evils to which 
learned 


jearned men are expoſed. And, alas? 
my worthy marquis, thoſe evils have not 


decreaſed ſince his time. Far otherwiſe. 
The manners of modern times, and the 


maxims of modern princes, have ſtill 


added evils of which Horace re 


dreamt. 


Could the philoſophers and men of 


genius, of the enlightened age of Auguſtus, 
poſlibly imagin, that after eighteen hundred 


years, philoſophy ſhould have made fo 


little progreſs, that in one of the moſt ci- 
vilized ſtates of Europe, her diſciples 
mould be deemd infamous, and their 
writings burnt by the hands of the public 
executioner, becauſe, at moſt, they con- 
taind ſome erroneous metaphyſical prin- 


ciples ? Had Cicero or Luoretius poſſeſs 
the ſpirit of propheſy, they would cer- 


tainly have laughd F at * 
ſtupidity of our times. 


The intentidn of theſe reflections 1 is, my | 


worthy friend, to prepare you, to receive 
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we LETTER X00. 
with compoſure and unconcern, the news 
we have from Rome, which is, that the 
holy inquiſition itſelf, has orderd' your 
Jewiſh letters, and the greateſt part or 
your other writings, to be torn and burnt. 


Tell me now, I beſeech you, what tortures 


did you ſuffer at the moment your works 
were ſo cruelly thrown into the fire? 


Were your pains intolerable? Did you 
ſend forth loud lamentations? And are 


you become forlorn' and emaciated ? I 
fancy not, I much rather believe, that 


at the moment you was condemned to 
ſuffer as a martyr, you found yourſelf at 
the table of an illuſtrious and. amiable 


princeſs; a catholic princeſs ; who is 
much better qualifyd to judge of your 
merit than Meſſrs. of the inquiſition. A 


princeſs who honors you with her con- 


fidence, and who perhaps at that very 
moment was delighting in your gay and 

inſtructive converſation. 
Teſting aſide, my dear friend; this 
modern 
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modern invention in Europe, of burning 
of books, ſhocks me extremely. That 


a book which militates againſt the govern- 
ment of any country; or the eſtabliſhed 


religion; or the ſound morals; or the 
known laws, on which the happineſs of a 
ſtate are founded ; or that even ſtrikes at 


the character of- one worthy citizen, 


"ſhould be thrown into the fire, I readily 
conſent : ſuch ſeverity is juſt, and muſt 
be attended with wholeſom conſequences. 
But that ſuch ſeverity ſhould be exerted 
againſt a work of a philoſophic nature, 


which has no view but the inquiry after 
truth ; which was wrote in a far diſtant 


country, and whoſe author is not our 
ſubject; ſhows at once, the greateſt folly 
and brutality: and for theſe reaſons; 
when a book is burnt-by the hands of the 
executioner, a brand of infamy is endea- 
vourd to be fixd, at leaſt in the eye of 
the public, on its author; who at the ſame 
time, is frequently a man of infinitely 
more 


— 
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more merit than his judge. Now could 
ſuch a punifhment have a like effect, on 
the worthy and ſenſible part of, mankind, 


it would be more bitter to the author, 


than death itſelf. | 

And ſay, what right has a | Romiſh 
prieſt, or magiſtrate, or even a ſovereign 
prince, over the perſon or character of 
him, who is ſubject to another potentare, 
that he ſhould: preſume to inflict,, ſo ſevere 
and ſcandalous a chaſtiſement? And does. 
not ſuch raſh condutt. ſtrike at the immu- 
table laws of nations? Or if the ſentence 


which condemns a book to the flames, can 


reflect no diſgrace on the author, muit 
not all the world regard it as a ridiculous 
allufion ; as a peice of mere buffoonery ? 
And what is more, may not the philo- 
ſophic author, whoſe works are thus 
treated, ſay to his judge, as the ſaviour of 


the world ſaid to the ſervant of the high 


prieſt; FI bave ſpoken evil, prove it t0 
*. be evil, but if well, my ſirikeſt thou me. * 
'E here 


There are among the catholic clergy, 
an innumerable ſwarm of abbys, monks, 
lay brothers, and other pretenders to 
religion. Now why: does not the Romiſſi, 
court make uſe of theſe, when a bad book, 
appears, to ſhow. the weakneſs. and evil, 
tendency, of its principles. Such. argu- 
ments would operate with. far. greater 
force, on the thinking part of mankind, 
than ſuch as proceed merely from the 
abſolute will and power of a. prince or 
magiſtrate, and which, let it come from 
where it will, mankind will, ever con- 
clude to be founded on other principles 
than thoſe af reaſon and equity; * . 

No it is well known, that the com 
man people. are. not n who read Phi- b 


— 


* Theſe Fe gn are © juſt ant noble, 5280 eom- 


mand our eſteem and veneration Wherever they are 
found.; but certainly are moſt worthy of admiration 
when produced in the court of an abſolute monarch. 
With us they are natural, there: they are exotics, 
muſt be: nouriſnd with; great art and care; al; 


in continual danger of being witherd, by the hard 
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gripe of — power. 
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loſophical works, and therefore cannot 
be miſled by their ſyſtems, for they in 
fact, have ſcarce any ſyſtem at all in 
theſe matters. But the readers are, men 
of reflection, who are capable of judging 
of the principles they contain. This be- 
ing the caſe, when a book is thrown into 
the fire, at the command of a magiſtrate, 
becauſe it contains tenets, that in his ima» 
gination, are prejudicial to religion, does 
he not himſelf, in fact, do a very great 
prejudice to religion? for will not every 
ſenſible man ſay; ** This book muſt cer- 
* tainly contain unanſwerable arguments, 
<« ſeeing that the teachers of our religion 
© are not able to refute it, but that the 
<. power of the civil magiſtrate muſt be 
* calld in to ſuppreſs it.” 
Tou ſee, Sir, how wide the laws and 


politics of our days, are from reaſon, in 


ſome of the moſt civilized ſtates of Europe. 


And in order to ſhow more fully, the in- 


pts of — proceeding, and the bad 
con- 
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conſequences that muſt neceſſarily attend 
it, permit me to add the following con- 
ſiderations. What philoſopher is there, 
who treats of metaphyſical principles, that 
is hardy enough to aſſert, that he has 
clearly and fully demonſtrated the truth? 
I mean that truth, which all the philoſo- 
phers from Ariſtotle to this day have been 
in purſuit of. If it is to be found, I 
| ſhall be much obligd to our magiſtrates, 
if they will tell me where. They muſt 
therefore burn all metaphyſical books, 


from Ariſtotle to Wolf, the laſt included : 


for there is none of them that does not 
contain ſome erroneous principle. In this 
abſtruſe ſcience every one mult be allowd 
to offer his doubts, his conjectures, his 


poſtulata; which altogether ſerve as a 
ſcaffold to the building he intends to raiſe, 


and which when finiſhd, the other may 

be thrown down as of no further uſe. 
There 1s ſomething ſhocking to com- 

mon ſenſe, in preſcribing philoſophy 
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in its inquiry after truth. What man 
of ſenſe and ſpirit will ever ſet about 
reſearches of this nature, if he be liable 
to be inſulted by the police, whenever he 
ſhall chance to lip into an error? And to 
what does all this ſeverity. tend? To de- 
ter philoſophers, that honorable rank of 


men, from giving themſelves any con- 


Cern about the underſtanding of mankind; 


but to ſuffer them to return to that ſtupi- 


dity and ſuperſtition, with which they 


were poſſeſd, before the days of Luther 
and Calvin: to bring real learning and 


ſound reaſon into contempt; and to make 
the clergy triumphant, at the expence of 
true religion. Suppoſe ſome convocation 


ſhould decree that it was proper for the 
laity to eat hay and ſtraw, during lent. The 
philoſopher who ſhould be bold enough 
to maintain the contary, muſt have the 


mortification to ſee his book burnt by the 


hands of the common hangman. I turn 


my thoughts from a * ſo baſe and 


futile. | 2 
1 As 
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As to what concerns you, my dear yl 
Marquis, comfort” yourſelf againſt the- _ 
injuſtice of the Romiſh inquiſition. In- 0 
veſtigate and publiſh | every day new 3 
truths; and nouriſh yourſelf at the table 
of a princeſs, with ortolans, and birds | 
neſts from Tonquin and Golconda, and Lk 
with all the delicacys that bountiful na- 
turs labors to procure you. Recom- 
mend to your incomparable ducheſs, my 
moſt dutiful reſpects; and come quickly 
again to our, country; for I long to ſee _. 
you, and to aſſure you, face to face, of 
that high eſteem, with which I ſhall' ne- 
ver ceaſe to be, your „ 
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LETTER XIV. 


To Madam von Cx at D##, 


Berlin, June 1, 1743. 
Madam, - 
E VER has any anger given me 
1 Y ſo much uneafineſs as yours. You 
ſeem to be ſo heartily concernd, at the 
free acceſs I have had to the court of the 
dutcheſs of W***, that you claim my 
utmoſt ſollicitude to rid you of your 
ſuſpicions, and to ſet your ſenſible heart 
at reſt. 

I foreſee that ſome one, whoſe intereſt it 
is to make me appear evil in your eyes, 
has been making you poiſonous reports, 
and turning the moſt innocent conduct 
into the greateſt crime. TI ſhall not here 
ſet about an eclairciſſement, or trouble 


3 you 
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you with a detail of my conduct, and 
the reaſons that have induced me to act as 


I have done. But I conjure you, my 
dear and unrivalld friend, that you will 
yourſelf come to Berlin, and there re- 
ceive my zuſtification, The world is full 
of certain little ſpirits, who are eyer 


buſyd with prying into the conduct of 


others; are conſtantly miſtaking their in- 
rentions, and as conſtantly giving them 


a malignant interpretation. I ſee by 
your letter that it is my ill fortune to 


have fallen into the hangs of dan of 
theſe. 8 

But one word, Madam; only give 
yourſelf the trouble of coming hither, and 
give me the opportunity of putting my ene. 


mys to ſhame. One haurs converſation will 


clear me in your eyes, from every ſuſpi- 


cion of infidelity, and convince you, more 
than millions öf oaths, of the ſincerity of 
my declarations, and of the purity. of that 
a which I:ſhall-ever entertain for 
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ds LETTER N IV. 
you to my lateſt breath. The eye of a 
miſtreſs, but eſpecially of a miſtreſs of 
quick penetration, can never be deceivd 
in this point. I ſhould fly to De, could 
T quit this city without leave: ſor it is 
impoſſible for me to enjoy a moments 
happineſs or eaſe here, while you are ab- 
ſent, and” continue to be diſpleaſd with 
"me. There are a thouſand pretences for 
your coming hither; | can any thing be 
more natural, than a deſire to ſee the 
lady your mother, and to ſpend ſometime 
-with your family? The peace we now en- 
Joy makes our court highly brilliant, and 
you will complete its luſtre ; for I know 
of nothing in this world that is n 
"ON you. 

As you know the frankneſs of my na- 
ture, you cannot ſuſpe& the ſicerity of 
theſe expreſſions, but will, I hope, uſe 
| every ' endeavour to free him from diſ- 
- quiet and miſery, who IS, and while he 

exiſts on this earth, ever will be, with 
DS. | fk | the 


2 N * 4 * 4 N 2 woke - 14 — 

K c ͤ 7 Get oe aun th” a en ro — = — = 
— — — as = = — 8 2 « 4 = " . — — 

3 mo * 0 . 1 3 7 2 * . 2 — — — —— — 

n — — 2 v — PE — * . ww * * : ENTIRE l — — —— em 

— . VB — Wrath, 2 — —— — — 4 — - 
—— 8 du 2 = —— — * — mo £ = af — ads Ws = = —_— — — * CAE * x; = 
h 0 e — — . — * — — — 


., n ze 
— > I qe . 8 


— — "Sk 


„LETTER XV. 4% 


the moſt ſincere and ardent devorion, 


Madgan, * c. b e 
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LETTER XV. 


£ 1 


To Madam von ny at pes. 


Brin, Ace 1743. 


* 


iN E ier were firſt invented 
to expreſs the ideas of the mind, 
never, I believe have flown from any 


pen, more beautiful lines, than thoſe I 


have juſt receivd from yours. Charming 
as Fontenelle is, I find his moſt pleaſing 
paſſages, 'barely equal to yours. Ardor 
and tenderneſs, are there exprefsd in ſuch 
glowing colors, that 1 ſeem to ſee your 
heart, and thereon engravd, the moſt 
tranſporting paſſion, that ever yet the 


by no means inferior to yours but alas; 
H * W 


human ſoul produced. Mine in reality i is 
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150 LETTER NV. 
Madam, I have nothing of that happy 
expreſſion which you poſſes. Send me 
therefore, I entreat you, that ſkilful love 

genius of yours, who has ſo dexterouſly 
guided your hand. Mine, to ſay the 
truth, is ſtrong and hearty enough, but 
he knows not how to. expres himſelf, 
but in a plain, dull manner. Beſides, 
Madam, you cannot conceive what an 
inſatiable rogue, this love genius of mine 
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il is. When you ſhall come here, he will 
| | never know how to be contented with 
13 your careſſes. You cannot imagin how 
5 tranſported he was, at the news of your 

intended journey to Berlin. He is already 


bo * pr Py 

7 r 
—— ͤꝗ—ũd— . ——— 
* * 


looking out for you, and ſeems continu- 
ally impatient to hover round you, on 
your journey. h 

Name but the day of your departure, 


Madam, and I will go to * * ® to meet 
you, that you may ſee how great my 


deſire is, again to ſee you. There ſhall 


theſe love geniuſes of ours, combat with 
each 
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each other. And as I am ſatisſyd that 


mine is the ſtrongeſt, I have no doubt 
but he will lay yours proſtrate ; but be 


not concernd, madam ; for that downfal 


will certainly tend to procure yours the 
greater triumph. T'already highly enjoy 


this combat in imagination. A thouſand 
rapturous ſenſations this moment fill wy 
foul. | 

Hitherto have I devoted opti to the 
' muſes, henceforth love alone ſhall be my 
divinity ; for the ſplendor of his glory 
has darkened all their luſtre. Farewell 
my lyre, adieu my pen, farewell my 
pencil. Tes! henceforth ſhall love 
alone poſſes my ſoul ! and never ſhall my 
hand touch you more, but to fog his 
praiſe, or paint his charms. 

Haſt then hither, Madam, and join your 
powers to baniſh theſe rivals; for theſe 
are the only ones you ever had, As I 
live in che great world, I am ſurrounded 
with beautys, but you appear to me, of 

| | H 4 2 
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a a rank far ſuperior to all theſe. Theſe ! 
regard as my friends, and treat with com- 
plaiſance. But what a difference when 
you apppear. How does the blood then 
glow in my veins. And how am I tranſ- 
ported when I approach you? When I 
receive your letters? or. when I do but 
bear your name mentioned? why does 
my color then come and go? and whence 
this pleaſing confuſion in my mind? You, 
Madam, can eaſily gueſs the cauſe. Haſten 
therefore your intended journey; and do 
not loſe time in carefully reading this 
letter; it does not deſerve it: for theſe 
lines are far too weak to expres that 
fervent affection, with which to my lateſt 
pHPreath I ſhall never ceaſe to be, Madam, 
your, &. . 
P. S. At the moment I was cloſing 
this, I receivd your ſecond letter; you 
are on the point you ſay, of ſetting out to 
Berlin and to me. Madam, I depart 
inſtantly to meet you. Come then 
. 1 : quickly ! 
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quickly! Fly! and happy be your 
* 1 


£ 4 
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To M. von Hagedorn, in Hamburg, 


* 


Berlin, Sai 10, 1743. 


INC E * reign of Frederic the firſt 
of Pruſſia, there has been at Berlin, 
a roial ſociety of ſcience. It was erected 


and endowd by that monarch, who has 


left ſo many monuments of his grandeur 


and munificence. The celebrated baron 


Leibnitz, one of the greateſt geniuſes-thar 
human nature ever produced, laid the firſt 
plan of it, and drew up its ſtatutes. He 
was appointed 1 and continued 
ſo till his death. | = 

Beſide the ae which the king 
ad granted this. ſociety at its inſtitution, 


* 


E Hz MM. 
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M. Leibnitz found out a new ſource of 
emolument, which, ſo to ſpeak, ſprang 
up within itſelf: which was, by obtaining. 
from the king, an excluſive privilege 1 in 
favor of the ſociety, of printing all al- 
manacks uſed in the Pruſſian dominions. 
On this condition however, that the ſo- 
ciety ſhould be obliged to furniſh the 
public with every kind of almanack, 
compoſed with the greateſt accuracy, and: 
in the moſt convenient form; and in 
which the agreeable and the uſeful ſhould 
de properly united. The ſociety drew 
all advantage poſſible from this roial mu- 
nificence: and their diarys, the moſt 
correct and ingenious of any in Europe, 
were eagerly ſought after by diſtant 
nations. They aequired hereby a very 
eonſiderable ineome, by which they were. 
enabled not only to defray all neceſſary: 
expences, but to allow very. handſom 
falarys to ſuch of the members as lived. 
in Berlin, and were particularly em- 
ployed 


* 
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ployed in the buſineſs of the ſociety. The 
king cauſed a very commodious obſer- 
vatory to be built for them, as well as the 
other apartments neceſſary for their meet- 
ings and regulations.: and by degrees they 


— 


collected a handſom library, and. cabinet 


of natural curioſitys. 

It ſeems as if M. Leibnitz was poſicſd 
of a ſpirit of divination: for he put the 
ſociety to the expence of eſtabliſhing an 
anatomical theatre; which the hoſpitals. 
were to furniſh. in the winter months with 
proper ſubjects: and where able profeſſors: 
were to read public lectures on ſurgery, 


obſtetrics, and their dependant arts. Ex- 


penſive and difficult as the eſtabliſhing. 


this theatre was, and extravagant as it 


ſeemd for a ſociety of ſcience which ſtill: 
was in its infancy, yet certain it is, that it 
was to this inſtitution that in futur time, 
the ſociety owed its preſervation. So that 
we are perſuaded to think;, its founder 
Joreſar an approaching no 6:7 
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M. Leibnitz brought together a num 
ber of learned men who compoſed this 


roial ſociety; and added thereto, thoſe of 


the greateſt reputation for learning, 13 


different parts of Europe, under the title , 


of foreign members. This new ſociety 
purſued their inquirys with the greateſt 
alacrity; and by the progreſs they made 
became ſoon greatly eminent: and pub- 
liſhd accounts of their tranſactions under 
the title of Miſcellanea Berolinenfi a ; which 
were held in eſteem by all the learned of 
Europe. 155 

As long as Fiddle the firſt, and 
Leibnitz livd, theſe memoirs appeard 
regularly, and the application of the 
members was indefatigable. But when 
Frederic William mounted the throne, 
he brought with him, a diſpoſition for 


war alone, and a contempt for learning. 


And conſequently, a kind of averſion for 
-all that the king his father had honord. 
Almoſt all the revenues of the ſtate were 
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turnd into the channel of war; and the 
appointments of the ſociety were in great 
danger of being carryd away by the 


torrent, and buryd in that abyſs. The 


members of the ſociety trembled; but 
then it was that they found the advantage 
of the anatomical theatre, which was 
bound up with their inſtitution. The 
new king thought, and with reaſon, that 
this ſchool of ſurgery, was of the laſt im- 
portance to his army; and under the 
ſhade of anatomy, the whole mu of 
ſcience reſted ſecure. 

This ſociety however had many mor- 


tifications to undergo, which muſt have 


neceſſarily damped their zeal for the im- 
provement of ſcience. The king quarterd 
ſeveral court fools on their revenues; and 


one, who to ſay the beſt of him, was 
Juſt not a fool, was even appointed their 


vice preſident. Now this, by reflecting 
diſgrace on the ſociety, gave a diſguſt to 


learned foreigners; who were nd longer 
* | deſirous. 
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1588 LETTER XVI. 
deſirous of becoming members of a ſociety, 
which the ſovereign himſelf held in deri- 
ſion. Many of the moſt active members 
ſufferd their ſpirits to ſink: their pro- 
ceedings became tedious and irregular; 
and their labors were treated with con- 
tempt. The king. propoſed to the ſociety, | 
from time to time, queſtions of meer 
drollery, and they anſwerd him in a: 
ſuitable ſtrain. He once aſkd them, for 
example; MW bat was the phyſical cauſe, 
< that two glaſſes, when filld with cbam- 
& Ppagne wine, and. firuck againſt each other, 
& gave not that clear and ſharp tone, as 
« when filld with any other wine? And 
«© what was the cauſe of their dull and flat 


* ſound?” The members anſwerd, that 


as they had not been uſed to drink.cham- 


pagne, they could not pretend to aſſign 


the cauſe. The king ſent them a dozen 
bottles. to make the experiment. They 
drank out the wine, but determind- 
nothing, : 


4 
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This ſociety however ſtill nouriſnd 
many members, who were of the higheſt 
reputation in- the republic of learning : 
yet there was fo great a languor in their 
proceedin gs, that from 1710, to 1740, 
chere appeard only fix volumes of the 
Miſcel. Berolin. and the ſeventh and laſt 
volume was printed in 1743. But irregular 
as theſe memoirs appeard, they were not 
the leſs eſteemd by men of ſcience. 

In this ſituation. was the Berlin ſociety, 
when in the month of May, 1740, Fre- 
deric the ſecond aſcended the throne.. 
This was the favorit ſon of the Muſes; 
it was natural therefore that he ſhould be 
their protector. But the warful ſtate, in 
which he found his dominions, would not 
permit him to give much attention to 
letters; and war and peace ſucceeded: 
each other ſo often and ſo quick, that the 


intervals were not long enough for any 
conſiderable undertaking of this nature. 


The king however, in the midſt of the 
operations 


— 


- 


— 
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| operations 45 war, collected the materials 


of that fabric, ſo to ſpeak, | which ſhould 
make his kingdom renownd in peace. 
He drew divers learned. men to his court, 
who were of the greateſt. reputation in 
other parts of Europe. The celebrated 
Wolf, was recalld, and appointed chan- 
cellor of the univerſity of Hall. M. 
Euler, a mathematician of the Grit rank, 
and perhaps the greateſt algebraiſt that 
ever exiſted, left Peterſburg to reſide in 
Berlin. M. Maupertuis; Count Alga- 
rotti; and even Voltaire himſelf, have 
paſſd whole years at the court of F rederic, 
without however making it their place of 
fixd reſidence. The war of 1744, ſtill 
deferd this buſineſs for a long time. 
A ſhort time before that war, in which 
the king gatherd freſh laurels 'on the 
Plains of F riedberg, Hennerſdorf, Sohr, 
and Keſſelſsdorff; his learned courtiers 


availing | themſelves of hel Ee 
N hours, 
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hours, proſecuted their ſtudys with un · 
wearyd aſſiduity; and exerted every 
faculty to bring learning again into 
eſteem. Mareſchal count Schmettau, 
field general of the ordnance; and M. 
von Bork, cabinet miniſter to the king; 
agreed between themſelves, to collect a 
learned ſociety, and to have their meets 
ings at each others houſe alternately. They 
opend their deſign to M. Jordan and me, 
and we receivd it with tranſport. Each 
one exerted himſelf in raiſing recruits for 
this new company; and in a ſhort time, we 
had collected a ſufficient number of able 
and learned men in every branch of 
ſcience; who were aſſociated wm us in 
this new ſociety. | ? 
The firſt meeting, which coniſted of 
a conſiderable number, was held at 
mareſchal. Schmettaus. M. von Fran- 
cheville opend it by reading a very fine 
ode, compoſed on this occaſion. They 
then ſketchd out a (et of laws, in which it 

N | Was 
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was laid down, as fundamental maxims, 
that this was not an empire, or kingdom, 
but a republic of learning, the citizens 
of which muſt enjoy the greateſt freedom, 
if any thing excellent was expected from 
their labors : that the underſtanding could 
| ſuffer no reſtraint : that the members of 
this academy were not pupils; and that 
there wanted no other regulations, but 
ſuch as were neceſſary to preſerve order, 
and to connect the members into a perfect 
union with each other. I was appointed 
to draw up theſe regulations; to conduct 
the regiſter; and afterwards to the office 
of ſecretary to this ſociety. 

This private undertaking had the NE 
fortune to be ſo well approved by the 
king, that he was graciouſly pleaſed to 
declare himſelf its protector: and this 
protection of his majeſty, was not a mere 
empty honor; far otherwiſe ; this mo- 
narch orderd a handfom room in the 
palace to. be prepard, for its reception. 

5 | And 


| 
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And took this opportunity to inſtitute a 
Roial Academy of Science and Belles Lettres, 
by conſolidating the old Berlin W. 
with this new one, 
By a roial edict of the 1 2th of Novem- 
ber 1743, his majeſty appbinted ſeveral 
commiſſioners, and directed them to in- 
quire into the ſtate of the finances of the 
old ſociety, and to draw up the inſtitutes 
of the new academy. Theſe commiſſioners 
were, marefchal count Schmettau, M- 
von Viereck ; count Podewils ; Meſs. 
von-Marſchall; von Armin; and Bork, 
all ſtate miniſters; M. von Jariges, 
privy councellor “; M. Eller, the kings 
firſt phyſician ; he privy councellor 
Jordan; and myſelf. 

This commiſſion held a great number 
of meetings, and were at no ſmall pains 
in developing the accounts of the old ſo- 
any" and in "Jung fach diſpoſitions 
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as were agreeable to the kings intentions, 


in ſettling his new academy, on a broad 
and ſolid foundation. In looking over 
the old regiſter, when I came to the 
penſions granted by the late king Frederic 
William, I wud not read without the 
higheſt indignation, I do aſſure you, ſuch 
articles as theſe; So much to his majeſtys 
court fools.” Theſe dolts were, the vice 


preſident of the ſociety ; another wretch 
-named Aſtralicus, &. A wonderful 


honor for ſcience this! q What a difference 


in judgment between fathers and ſons. 


At laſt the plan was ſettled, and laid 


before the king, who was pleaſd to ap- 


prove of it, in every part, and when 
his majeſty ſignd it, he was graciouſly 


pleaſd to give this ſociety the title of a 
roial academy of ſcience, and to con- 
firm all its privileges. His majeſty was 


likewiſe pleaſd to declare himſelf publicly | 


its protector; to authenticate its ſtatutes.; 


and to approve of all the penſtons, which 
: | the 
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the commiſſioners had appointed for the 
acting members. 

This, Sir, is the ſtate of this 4 
my, and the following is the Plan on 
which it is inſtituted. 

A protector, who is the king 

Four preſidents, who ſuperintend al- 
ternately, each ſix months. - Theſe are; 
count Schmattau, M. von Viereck, count 
Gotter, and M. ron. Bork : all ſtate 
miniſter oh 16h „ 

A vice preſident ; ? he py councel 
: 10 Jordan. $ 

An unlimited en of honorary 
members; who are not in the leaſt 
obliged to apply to the buſineſs of the 
ſociety; and who on the other hand en- 
Joy no penſions. 5 % berg 

A ſettled number of acting members; 
who are to promote the buſineſs of the 
ſociety, in conformity to its ſtatutes; to 
attend the n 1 3 nd to deliver in 
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certain propoſitions. All theſe enjoy 
penſions, and live in Berlin, 
A conſtant ſecretary; che n coun- 


cellor Jariges. 


The academical hiſtoriographer the 


. 44nE Formey. 
An unlimited number af: foreign 


8 who are diſperſd over all 
Europe. 

The members of the old ſociety. ; ; who 
are receivd as acting members of this 
new one, and live in Berlin; but are 
not obliged to apply to the buſineſs 
of the academy, on account of their 
ſeniority. 

The academy is divided into four 
claſſes; each of which has its director 
and ſecretary. The firſt claſs, has for 
its object, the mathematics, in their full 
extent. The ſecond, ſpeculative philo- 
ſophy, metaphyſics, -morality, the laws 
of nature and nations, &c. The third, 


phyſics, and what is calld experimental 
W 
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philoſophy, eln chymeſtry, &c. 


And the fourth, is e to the polite 


arts. 


The academy meets every Thurſday 
afternoon; and in each claſs by rotation, 
ſome performance is read by ſome mem 


ber, relative to the buſineſs of that claſs 


The choice of the ſubject is left to the 
academiſt, whoſe turn it is to read. 


When this reading is over, the ſecretary 
gives an account of all letters, propoſiti- 
ons, or other ingenious and uſeful mat- 


ters, which have been communicated by 


foreign members, or other correſpondents. 
The academiſts then relate ſuch diſ- 
eoverys, or improvements, as they may 
have made: ſo that the happy arrange- 
ment of this academy, reſembles a bee- 
hive, into which the ſeveral members 
come loaded with honey, drawn from 
the choiceſt flowers of ſcience. 
All thoſe pieces which are read before the 
academy are 9 in their archives; 
and 
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and at the end of the year, three or four, 


of the beſt in each claſs, are again read 
over, collected together, and make a 


volume of ' memoirs for that year ; to 


which are added, the eulogys of the 


deceaſd members; and whatever elſe can 
Te to the benefit of ſociety: 
The academy holds two public and 


ſolemn aſſemblys: the one on the 24th of 


January, the kings birth day; and the 
other on the 3 iſt of May, the day of his 
acceſſion to the throne. On this occaſion 
they declare, the annual prize of fifty du- 
cats; and the names of thoſe foreign 
members, whoſe pieces have receivd the 


approbation of the ſociety. The princes 


and princeſſes of the blood, foreign 


| princes and miniſters, and a great num- 


ber of perſons of rank, honor theſe 
aſſemblys with their preſence. 

The academy has for its ſeal, the ſame 
device, which the late M. Leibnitz in- 
vented for the rolal ſociety; as nothing 


„ can 
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can be more happily oncaivd.: It i is 


compoſed of an eagle with the wings ex- 


tended, and ready to fly up to heaven, 
with his eye fixd on * Mende ; and 
this motto, 

Cognata ad ſidera tendit. 


This, my dear friend, is the hiſtory, 
and preſent ſtate of this new ſociety; of 
which you are ſo deſirous: to have an ac- 
count; and as I know that you will 
make a very worthy member, I am uſing 
my endeavours to introduce you. As 


to what concerns myſelf, I am only an 


honorary member, for as I dont know 
whether his majeſty will appoint me to a 


foreign court, I am not willing to ac- _ 


cept an office, which may be incompatible 
with my ſituation. - 1. have the honor 
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To Madam ven Sruven, at * 8 5 


Brrlin, dugut 20 1744 

Jo then, my dear ſiſter, you would 
have me give you an account of all 
8 paſsd at our court, on occaſion of 
the marriage of the princeſs Ulrica, with 


the heir of the crown of Sweden, You 


Know my weakneſs, and tho I may be 
willing to write accounts of this nature, 
yet am I by no means able to ſucceed, 
even to my own wiſh : however, as you 
will aot be denyd, I ſhall make an eſſay, 
and of all that I have been an eye witheſ, 
will give at leaſt, a true relation. 

It was with the higheſt reluctance, 
that the king, and her majeſty the queen 
mother, could prevail on themſelyes, to 

part 
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part with a fifter and a daughter ſs greatly 
beloved as the princefs Ulriea; dos mg 
in Whom the charms of beauty, 
graces of the mind, the greateſt 8 
of foul, and all the virtues of the hu- 
man heart, are united, Every one 
withd to fee fo many virtues adern 2 
crown, but no one could think of part- 
ing with them forever. There was a 
ſtrong conteſt in the hearts of their ma- 
jeftys and of the princeſs herſelf, be- 
_ 2wixt policy, and natural affetion, 
The treary for this marriage, was com- 
mitted, by the Swediſh court, to the 
care of an able miniſter; M. Ruden- 
ſchildt; and this miniſter had the ſtrong- 
eſt motives to excite his endeavours to 
complete ir. His buſineſs was, to ob- 
tain on aH-aceompliſhd princeſs, as a 
conſort for an amiable, and highly vir- 
tuous pritice, and one who was already 
declarsd the heir of a crown. He at 
length gvetcame all difficultys, and one 

| I 2 morning 
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. morning as he had an audience of the 
king, he urged the great advantages 

that would attend this union, with ſo 
much force, that his majeſty ſaid to him, 

with a very gracious mien, Sir, come 
* to me again in the afternoon, I will 
talk with the queen my mother, and 
« with the princeſs, and I hope to give 

you an agreeable anſwer.” In conſe- 
quence, after dinner M. Rudenſchildt 
waited again on the king, and receivd 
permiſſion from his majeſty, to diſpatch 

a courier inſtantly to Stockholm, with the 
.conſent of both their majeſtys, and the 
princeſs, to this happy union. Two 
days after it was publicly declared at court, 
and every one immediately ſet about the 
neceſſary preparations for celebrating this 
feſtival, with the _ ae and 
magnificence. 

About the ſame time, his majeſty had 

granted me leave to make a ſhort jour- 


ney of three weeks to Hamburg. I had 
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by this means an opportunity of waiting 
on her ſerene highneſs the dowager dut- 
cheſs of Holſtein, the mother to the 
heir of the crown of Sweden. This il- 
luſtrious and highly reſpectable princeſs, 
was greatly pleaſd with the intended mar- 
riage of the prince her ſon, and with the 
choice he had made. She was very de- 
ſirous that T would give her the cha- 
rafter of the bride princefs; a ſketch' of 
which I made the more readily, as there 
was-no- occaſion for flattery,. and I had 
nothing to do, but to expreſs the Fm 
ſentiments of my heart. e 

I returnd to Berlin loaded with extra- 
ordinary marks of favor; and: found on 
my arrival, the whole Pruſſian court, bu- 
ſied with preparations for theſe roial 
nuptials. All the ſhops were emptyd 
of rich ſtuffs, brocade, embroide+ 
ry, lace, and every thing elſe that 
could conduce to furniſh out a ſplendid | 

+ i | ap- 
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appearance. The principal rooms in 
the palaces of Berlin, Charlottenburg, and 
Monbijoux, were made ready for the per- 
formance of theſe fumptuous entertain 
ments, The king gave orders for per- 
forming a very fine opera, with. an oc- 
calional prologue; and read over him- 
{elf, ſeveral comedys that ſhould be per- 
formd in the coupſe of the nuptial feſti- 
vals. All foreign miniſters provided 
themſelves with magnificent dreſſes, and 
with ſuperb equipages. The ladys, above 
all, labord day and night in preparing 
for a brilliant appearance; the com- 
plexion ſufferd by ſo cloſe and earneſt an 
attention; and the natural beauty was 
in danger of being loſt, in the . "= 
artificial finery. | | 
The Swediſh court, on their — ap- 
pointed the celebrated count Teſſin, for 
the ſolemn reception of the princeſs; and 
10 beſeech his rolg] wighock the prince of 
X TR 
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Pruffia, to perform the religious pate of 
the ceremony, as proxy for the heir of 
the Swediſh crown. This nobleman, 
who to a pleafing figur, joins the ſtrang+ 
eſt facultys of the mind; ſound politics, 
and the finiſhd manners of a courtier; 
arrived at Berlin with a moſt ſplendid re» 
tioue. He had ip his train, the flower 
of the Swediſh nobility. Among whom 
were the young counts of Horn, Ferſens. 
and Tauhe; the barons von Brake and 
Wrangle; and many * whe _ 
great attention. 

The public entry of 4 3 
was in every reſpect correſpondent to the 
high commiſſion he bore. His liveryy: 
and equipages were equally ſumptuous 
and elegant; Six white horſes, with blue 
and ſilver harnefs, drew his firſt: ſtate 
eoach, the paintings and other decoras 
tions of which were admirably beautiful. 
The ambaſſador had the ſame day, his 

audience of the king, the two queens, 
14 the 
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the bride princeſs, the prince of Pruſſia; 
and other princes and princeſſes of the 
blood. The ſpeech he made on this 
occaſion, was very well conceived, but 
by no means too-loftily expreſſed ; it con- 
ſiſted more of court compliment, than 
polite erudition. As ſoon as thoſe ceremo- 
nials, which are neceſſary on theſe important 
occaſions, were over, the court and the 
ambaſſador, laid aſide all reſtraint, and 
devoted themſelves entirely to pleaſure. 
The counteſs of Teſſin is no longer 
in the bloom of youth, and can 
make no pretenſions to beauty: how- 
ever, ſne has a tall agreeable perſon; a 
pleaſing countenance; a noble air; al- 
ways dreſſes in taſte; ſpeaks with pro- 
priety and elegance; has much wit, and 
by her long reſidence in Paris, has ac- 
quired the perfect air and manners of the 
French. She was accompanyd by the 
young baroneſs of Sparre; of whom TI 
dont know whether I ſhould give you a 
_ | | de= 


SETTER XVE; mm 
deſcription, or not, leſt you ſhould think. 
that I am captivated by her charms :. 
however it is beſt to ſpeak the truth :- 1 
confeſs, my dear ſiſter, there may be 
ſomething in it;, for never in my life 
have l ſeen a more amiable lady than. 
this ; one who unites with a charming. 
form, ſo ſprightly, ſo ſubtle-and alluring: 
a wit. Her eyes are ſo full of fire, ſo, 
keen, and yet ſo tender, ſo... . . but, 
enough; do not. deſire to know more; 
for it would: be dangerous to examin 
thoſe. eyes too cloſely, Her heart ap- 
pears. to be as excellent as her perſon. 
She has many other uncommon accom- 
pliſhments ; dances admirably well, and 
has a perpetual flow of gaiety,  _ _ 

The ambaſſador reſides in the- Schwe- 
rinſchin palace, in William ſtreet, the fineſt 
in Berlin. He has in his audience cham-- 
ber, a. throne. of deep blue velvet, over: 
which is the Swediſh arms, and under 


the canopy, is the picture of. the king 
13 „ of 
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of Sweden, as large as the life; and very 
finely painted. Every day he has a pub- 
lic dinner, and every evening he is either 
at court, or receives com pany at his houſe. 
From the time of his arrival, to the prin- 
ceffes departure, every day was diſtin- 
guiſhed by ſome remarkable diverſion. 
' Banquets, Operas, comedys, balls, illu- 
minations, and other entertainments, ſue- 
ceeded each other in continual rotation. 
All the rich preſents, which made part 
of the princeſſes portion, were for three 
days together, placed for public view, in 
a chamber of the palace: and all who: 
had the curioſity to ſee them, agreed, 
that the king had fpared no expence, in 
adorning ſo beloved a fiſter, in a man- 
ner fuitable to her high birth, and to 
that ſupreme rank for which ſhe was de- 
ſtind in Sweden. The portion of 100,000 
dollars, was paid, in weighty ducats, into 
the hands of M. Rudenſchildt, who was 
properly authoriſed to receive it. 
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At length the day arrived for the cele - 
bration of theſe ſplendid nuptial rites.. 
In the morning the ambaſſador ſent the, 
princeſs four Swediſh. gentlemen to at- 
tend her, and hereafter to make part of 
her eourt; and a like number to his 
roial highneſs the prince of Pruſſia, who 
was, on this occaſion, to repreſent the 
perſon of the heir of Sweden. To theſe 
were added Pages, valets, and other do- 
meſtics; and the princeſs put all her 
ſervants into the Swediſh livery. _ The 
king, on his-part, gave the princeſs, ladys 
of the bedchamber, gentlemen and. ſer- 
rants from bis court, who were to wait. 
on her bighneſs, as a foreign princeſs. 


At ſix in the evening the whole court 
was aſſembled in the preſence chamber; 


the luſtre of this auguſt aſſembly dazled- 


the fight. Every ane, had exerted their 
abilitys to-the utmoſt, in making a ſump- 


tuous appearance, The dreſs of the 8 


young Swediſh nobility, of whom there 
16 were 
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were ſix and thirty, was very rich, and 
of infinit taſte. The kings dreſs was 
of a bright blue, completely coverd 
with ſilver embroidery. The princeſs 
came laſt, Her appearance was amazing- 
ly grand and beautiful; her whole figur 
was one blaze of diamonds. The greateſt 
part of theſe were brought her from 
Sweden, by count Teſſin. 1 admired 
among the reſt, a necklace, and two 


bracelets of brilliants, that had been 
been collected at different times, in the 


kingdom of Sweden itſelf, and which 
made part of the jewels of that crown. 
After the prince and princeſs had 
ſaluted their majeſtys, they approachd 
the altar, which was erected under a cano- 
py, and there receivd from the hands of 
the confeſſor to the queen mother, who 
is a Lutheran, the holy benediction- 
A triple diſcharge of the cannon on the 
ramparts, made known to the inhabi- 
tants of Berlin, _ performance of theſe 
| £ . nuptials. 
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nuptials. The princeſs then receivd the 
congratulations of the whole court, as 


well on occaſion of the preſent ceremony, . i 
as with reference to the future completien- . 1 
| 


of theſe marriage rites at the W | 
court. : 
The king ſat n ae to rabies R's 

to that where his majeſty ſat, none were, 
admitted but princes and. princeſſes; e- 
cept the ladys of the ambaſſadors. - All 
the diſhes, plates, chandeliers, and in 
ſhort, every thing that was uſed at this. 
table, was of ſolid gold. There were 

| beſides four other ſumptuous tables, 
which were placed in rooms adjacent to- 
the great hall; and in every reſpect, 
this roial feaſt was conducted with a 
ſplendor and magnificence, which had 
never been before ſeen in Berli. 
After dinner, there was PR as 
uſual on the occaſion, the dance of 
torches, which was followd by a ball. 
that laſted till broad Gy. N 
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The next day, which was W edneſtay, 
there was a comedy, and in the evening, 
an open table at court. On Thurſday 
her majeſty the reigning queen, gave 
a noble entertainment at Schonhauſen, ' 
On Friday there was an opera; and on. 
Saturday her majefty the queen morher, 
gave a ſupper, an illumination, and a 
ball, at Monbijoux. On Sunday was 
no entertainment, but ſtate viſits as uſual, 
in the morning to the king, and in the 
evening to the queen mother. 

Monday afternoon, the court and 15 
gentry of the town, of both fexes, went 
[! with their gay carriages and liverys, to 
of Charlottenburg. This proceſſion, by 
i affording a very pleaſing . made 

part of the entertainments. 

The great road that goes thro the 
Fhiergarden of Berlin, and quite up to 
Charlottenbourg, was throngd with com- 
pany. At different ſpaces on the road, 

* tents were ſet up, where the citizens f 
4 Berlin 
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Berlin repoſed, refreſhd and amuſed them- 
ſelves, with beholding the tranfition of the 
fplendid equipages, fome drawn by pairs,” 
and ſome by ſetts of horſes. When the come 
pany came to the palace they aſſembled 
in the oran gery, which forms a gallery of a 
prodigious length. This whole gallery was 
adornd with wreaths and groups of living 
flowers, and with lamps of various 
colors; and in every window was placed, 
a blowing orange tree, which at the 
fame time that they afforded a delight- 
gr proſpect, gave a moſt agreeable ſcene” 
to the whole apartment. At the end of 
this gallery was erected, a ſmall elegant 
theatre, where his majeſty cauſd an Ita- 
lian operetta, Or paſtoral, to be per- 
formd, which was interperſd with very 
fine dances, The incomparable Solim- 
biny here exceld himfef, You know, 
my dear ſiſter, that I am not quite igno- 
rant of the principles of muſick, and 
that I have heard at London, Farinelli, 
Senoſini, 
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Senoſini, M. les- Strada, Cuzzoni, and 
Gvigiello, and others. But. I do aſſure 


you, that I give our Solimbiny the pre- 
ference to all theſe. I grant at the ſame. 
time, that Farinelli has more power, and. 


that I. am aſtoniſhd and tranſported by 


his performance. But the touches of. 


Solimbiny are more tender and pleaſing ; 


the one ſings to the ear, the on to 
the heart. 

When the opera was. over, the white 
court went on the great terrace, from 
whence . they. beheld the whole garden. 
illuminated; after. half an hour ſpent in. 


walking, they ſat down. to ſupper. Ne- 


ver before did I eat at ſo great a table,, 
and probably never ſhall again it con- 


ſiſted of 300 covers, and took up almoſt 


the whole orangery, from one end to the 
other. All. perſons , of any rank were 
admitted without diſtinction. The king, 
the queens, the princes and princeſſes ſat 
at the middle of this table, under a ſort 
| of 
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of canopy 3 py on each fide of 8 

ſat the cabinet miniſters, the foreign 

miniſters, and ladys of the firſt quality, 
and after them the reſt of the company 

without ceremony, each one where he 

could find a place. | 


The ſupper was omits. and 
every part of it in the higheſt perfection, 


There was not the leaſt want of any 


thing, and the-company was ſervd with 


the greateſt regularity and diſpatch : for 
which purpoſe the kings whole livery, 
and a hundred huntſmen, attended: and 
for their greater convenience, in every 

nich of the gallery, was, placed a ſide- 
board, where they found every thing ne- 

ceſſary, ready to their hands. Imagin 


to yourſelf, my dear ſiſter, what a quanti- 


ſerve a table of goo perſons. On this 
occaſion it was found neceſſary to take a 


l dere it had been depolited by 
Frederic 


ty of plates and diſhes were requiſit to 
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Frederic the firſt, and Frederie William. 
In a word, every part of this repaſt was 
complete. The company ſat long at 
table; and were greatly pleaſd with par- 
taking of an entertaipment, that the 
king alone could give. = 
| After table the company returnd to 

the garden; and on the Spree, that runs 

at the bottom of it, by his majeſtys di- 

rection, a very grand fire work was 
playd off. While this was performing 

M. Frederſdorf cauſd the table to be re- 
moved, and the orangery prepard for a 

ball. We were aſtoniſhd at our return. 

Fhe alteration was ſo ſudden that it ap- 

peard to be the work of enchantment. 

The king opend the ball with the princeſs 

roial of Sweden, and the whole court 

dancd till day light: and on our return 
to Berlin, we found the road ſtill filld 
with company. | 

The next day, which was Toeſtay, was 
a ay of reſt; and in fact we had need 


LETTER xvn. 127 


of ſome reſpit, to recruit our exhauſted 
ſpirits. On Wedneiday the king gave a 
ſuperb. entertainment in the apartments 
of the reigning queen. In the evening 
was an opera, which was performd with 


great excellence. After the opera, the 


whole court repaird to the palace of the 
Swediſh ambaſſador; which we found 


highly illuminated; on the outſide with 


lamps, and on the infide- with wax 
candles: and thefe illuminations were 

diſpoſed with great taſte : the Swetifh: 
and Pruſſian arms; the ciphers of the 
prince and princeſs intwined with each 


other, and decorated with Cupids ; the 


emblems. and mottos, were all - finely 


conceivd.. The table was not only grand 


and coſtly, but the proviſions of every 


kind were highly delicate: which excited 
the more admiration as the prodigious 
heat of the weather, made it extremely 
difficult. They were obliged to ſend ſea 
fiſh, and featherd game, from Hamburg; 
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in caſes. ſurrounded with ice. The 
honors at the different tables were done 
by the Swediſh nobility, who took due 
care to preſerve regularity, and to give 
ſatisfaction, every where. Mademoiſelle 
von Sparre did me the honor, to aſk my 
aſſiſtance, and we did our beſt, to make 
the table, where ſhe preſided, as gay as 
poſſible. After ſupper count Teſſin en- 
tertaind his illuſtrious - gueſts, with. a 
beautiful firework, which was performd 
in the garden of his palace; and this 
noble feſtival concluded with a ball. 
From this day to the time of the-prin+ 
ceſſes departure, Berlin enjoyd one conti- 
nued ſcene of pleaſure; and tho there 
were no more ſumptuous and. majeſtic 
feſtivals, yet were the diverſions not the 
leſs pleaſing. But at length the day of 
feparation arrived. The king had ap- 
pointed the chief mareſchal, count Gotter, 
to conduct the princeſs to Stralſund, 
where two n! ſenators, ſeveral of the 
5 3 
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nobility, with other ladys and gentle | 


men of that court waited to receive her. 
His majeſty. who judged by the emotions 


of his own heart, that the moment of 


ſeparation would be attended by the 
ſeyereſt affliction, directed an opera to be 


per formd with a view to diſſipate the 
thoughts of it: and ordered the ordinary 
table to be ſerved in the great hall, with 


a cold, but very elegant collation. + 
The plan was fo laid, that after the 
opera, the princeſs ſhould make a ſhort 
ſupper ; flip on her riding cloak; embrace 
5 her relations; throw herſelf into the coach, 
and depart like lightning. Count Gotter 
was chargd to conduct this plan, and to 
haſten the departure. But all his care 
was uſeleſs. The tranſcendent virtues of 
the princeſs Ulrica, © made her too dear 
to her family, and her country, to ſuffer 


the . cruel moment of eternal ſeparation, 


to / paſs. without marks of the deepeſt 
diſtreſs. 


When 
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When 1 emerd the opera I ſaw grief 
and dejection, fer on every rountenante; 
The prineeſs was dreſsd in a roſe cotord 
amazoniaft habit, trimd with ſtlver; the 
lappels and veſt were of a fea green, She 
Had on, an Englih hat of black velvet, 
adornd with a white feather ; and her 
flowing hair was tyd with a roſe colord 
riband: ſhe appeard as beautiful as love 
itſelf. But this elegant dreſs, that 
| Heightened her charms, increaſd our 
anxicty ; by telling us that the hour was 
come, when we were to loſe het for ever, 
In the ſecond act, the young priner 
Ferdinand came into the ſtate box, threw 
his arms round the princefits neck, and 
bathing her with his tears, cryd out, 
Ab my dear Ulrica, now it is done]! now 
I ſhall never ſee you more]! The grief 
that lay ſmothering at every heart, touchd 
by thefe words, burſt forth with greater 
violence. The princeſs held her brother 
faſt in her arms, and could only anſwer 
with 


/ 
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with ſighe ind tears. The two queens 7 


could no longer refrain from weeping, 
The princes and Princeſſes joind their 


tears, Noble hearts cannot behold their 


ſovereigns in diſtreſs, without partaking of 


their affliction. The grief was infectious, 
it ſeizd in a moment all the firſt ranks of 
the boxes, which were filld with the 
principal nobility. Every one haddiftin&t 
| cauſe for ſorrow, and every one melted 
into tears. Nobody any longer regarded 
the Opera, and I found MY heart ſo op- 
preſsd and a, that I was » glad * 
it was over. 

A ſecret motion n we, , againſt my 


will, into the palace, I enterd the kings 
chamber, and found the whole roial 


family, ſurrounded by part of the nobility. 
Here was the fulneſs of ſorrows, Every 


one was diſſolvd in grief: and here I 


beheld a ſeene, the more affecting as it 
was the mere work of nature; and where 
the ſincerity of paſſien was expreſed with 
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an energy, that it is impoſſible for art to 
imitate. The king had wrote an ode on 
the departure of the Princeſs, wherein he 


ix gives her the laſt adieu, in a moſt tender 
A and affecting n it ended with theſe 
'Þ : words, | | 

; | - bi. So, go my ſiſter, go; 


Sweden now waits, Sweden now longs for 
-_ . thee, 


His majeſty gave it the n at the 
4 moment ſhe was going to embrace the 
= queen. She caſt her eyes. over it; her 

ſpirits left her, and ſhe fainted under the 
- weight of diſtreſs. Scarce could the king 
reſtrain his ſpirits from following hers : 
the tears flowd haſtily down his cheeks. 
All the princes and princeſſes, ſtood fixd 

in grief, At laſt count Gotter, who 

| thought it was now time to end this 
mournful ſcene, ruſhd i into the chamber, 
like the north wind upon a bed of roſes, 
with noiſe and fury ; forced thro the 
circle; 


an” -- * 
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Gele! ſnatchd the princeſs from the 
arms of the queen her mother, and bore 
her out of the chamber. 
court followd; and in a moment the 
princeſs found herſelf in the coach, which 
ſtood in the court before the palace. 

My mind was ſo diſtracted, that I 
know not which way I got down ſtairs: 
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The whole » 


but I remember that I heard on every 
ſide, ſighs, groans and the crys of grief. 
The counteſs of Schwerin who was ap- 
pointed to accompany the princeſs to 
Stralſund; and the ladys von Kneſebeck 


was inſtantaneous. 


TY 


Vo. I. 
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and Sparre, placed themſelves in the 
coach with her highneſs. The ſtroke 
The coachman drove 
furiouſly on; the coach flew before, our 
eyes; and in a moment the king and the 
court loſt ſight of the beloved Ulrica for 
ever; and remaind for ſome minutes, 
amazed and motionleſs. 
Permit me, my dear ſiſter, here to end 
my letter, for the remembrance of this 
ſcene 
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Wl - ſcene ſo much affects me, that I have only 
| | power to aſſure you of that perfect tender- 
. neſs, with which I am, &c. En 
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To M. von M** at Hanover. 


Berlin, October, 1744. 
Ar days after the departure of the 
rinceſs roial of Sweden, I made 
a viſit to my worthy, and highly honord 
friend M. Jordan: I found his health 
greatly impaird; he coughd violently, 
and it ſeemd to me as if all was not right 
within. After talking of indifferent 
matters, he ſaid to me, in an affecting 
manner, -and with an uncommonly com- 
plaining tone: My deareſt friend ] ſee 
„ too well, that my ſickneſs will not be 
<« ſoot over, and I fear a long continuance 
« of it. lathe mean time, I am e 
. | Pere n 


ta 


. 


CW 


« own affairs. 


© in this houſe. 
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« daily older ; and am, as it were, deſerted 
& in Berlin: ; my daughters areat boarding, 
« and all my relations are buſyd with their 
Come then and live with. 
er me. Therei is a handſom chamber empty 
You will have the uſe of 
ee my large library; and we ſhall ſtudy 
together. You can eat at my table; and 
„I ſhall have the comfort to think, that - 
* have conſtantly by me, a ſincere friend.“ 
If this propoſal had not been in itſelf 
agreeable, yet was J in no condition to- 
refuſe ſo worthy a man; 
in a country, and at a court where I was a 
ſtranger, had been to. me a. father, L 
| conſented therefore immediately to his. 
deſire, and gave him my word. We 
orderd the miſtreſs of the houſe to be 
calld up, and agreed with her for the 
The chamber was made ready, 
and'i in two or three days I moved into it. 
I was the better pleaſd with having 
taken this reſolution, as we remarkd for 


and one, who 


ſo me 
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ſome ſhort time before, certain diſquiet 


motions in the city, and in the whole 


ſtate, which ſeemd to predict a new war. 
In fact, the Auſtrian arms and the Britiſh 
fleet, make all the world tremble. C harles 
VII. the worthieſt prince that ever livd, 


totters on his imperial throne. His power 


is a mere ſhadow; and he lives like a 
private gentleman at Frankfort on the 
Maine. His dominions are a prey to 
the enemy. Prince Charles of Lorrain 
has paſsd the Rhine, forced; the lines at 
Weiſſenburg in Alſace, and marchd 
againſt Saverne, in order to penetrate 
thro Champagne, into the heart of 
France. Lewis XV. lies dying at Metz. 
Count Rothenburg was diſpatchd to 
Paris, and on his return, mareſchal yon 
Schmettau was appointed the kings mi- 
niſters to his molt chriſtian majeſty. The 
landgrave William of Heſſe, has been the 
whole winter in Berlin, endeavouring to 
perſuade | the king to accede to the confe- 

| deracy 
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deracy of Frankfort, which ſeveral princes 


have for ſome time paſt enterd into. The 


deſign of which is, to ſupport Charles 


VII. on the imperial throne, and to 
maintain the  libertys of the CET 
book. : 57S | 

The Pruſſian troops had orders to 
hold themſelves in readineſs for a march: 
A great quantity of artillery was got 
ready: and even the cannon were drawn 
out of the arſinal at Berlin. All this 
propheſyd a terrible war. And in fact our 


ſuſpicions were very ſoon confirmd. His 
majeſty publiſhd a manifeſto, or declara- 


tion of war; ſet himſelf at the head of 


his army; marchd thro Saxony; pene- 


trated into Bohemia; laid ſiege to Prag, 
and in a very ſhort time made himſelf 


* 


maſter of: that capital. 


The abſence of the king, the princes, 


and garriſon, makes Berlin appear ſoli- 


| tary, and diſagreeable. However, I find 
, here quite happy in the company 


1 of 
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of my friend Jordan; who, notwith- 
ſtanding his illneſs, maintains a conſtant- 
ly chearful diſpoſition, and a converſation 
that is as pleaſing as learned. The morn- 
ings we devote to the Muſes ; we break- 
faſt, we read and write together : about 
eleven we receive the viſits of the phyſi- 
cian, and our friends. We dreſs, and 
make a temperate meal. After dinner 
when the weather is fine, we walk. On 
our return, we apply again to our ſtudys, 
ar we play a party at billiards, Towards 
evening we have commonly viſitors ; 
and ſometimes ſome of the firſt ladys of 
Berlin, honor us with their company. 
Our ſuppers are chearful, and we £9 
early to bed. 
Now tho I obſerve the greateſt care 


and diligence in attending my friend 
Jordan, yet do I by no means forget 
the court and the world. A too cloſe 
confinement is neither agreeable to my 
age, nor my views in life. I have yet 

my 
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my fortune to make, in the world: 


and M. Jordans way of thinking is 
far too rational to imagin that I can 
make it in a ſick chamber. I ,pre- 
ſerve notwithſtanding, all poſſible ſolici- 
tude for his welfare : and nothing in 
life gives me ſo great concern, as to ſee 
a health that is ſo precious to me, daily 
| declining. 
M. Jordan and "4 were e ſerring e one dan? 

in cis library, quite ſtill; when our 
reading was interrupted by a triple diſ- 
charge of the cannon on the ramparts, 
which declared to the inhabitants, that 
her roial highneſs the princeſs of Pruſſia 
had a ſon. We ran to the window, and 
ſaw that in the ſtreet, and in the court 
before the palace all was gay. Jey had 
taken poſſeſſion of every place; gladneſs 
was markd on every countenance. A 
moment after we ſaw M. Schwerin, the 
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kings maſter of the horſe, going by, 

as courier to the army, with this im- 
portant news to his majeſty and the 
prince of Pruſſia. And certainly there 
could happen no event more intereſting, 
more happy for the nation, than this. 
This child is the firſt male branch from 
all the princes now living, of the roial. 
houſe of Pruſſia and Brandenburg : and 
our country can never offer to God, ſuf- 
ficient prayers, for the preſervation of 
this invaluable produce of fo illuſtrious 
an origin. The king in fact earneſtly 
wiſhd, that the princeſs might have a 
ſon. His wiſhes are now accompliſhd ; 
he is in every reſpect happy. And when 
I look heedfully into futurity I think I 
ſee, all cauſes combining, to increaſe and 
perpetuate the grandeur of the Pruſſian 
monarchy. 

For the reſt, my dear Kind I have 
for a month paſt been employ, by order 
of the council for foreign affairs, in 
tranſlating 


— 
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tranſlating a ſhort work, that has been 
lately publiſhd in England, and is 
wrote on the preſent ſituation of affairs, 
and which contains reflexions on the 
ſyſtem of the king, my maſter, that are 
at once juſt and advantageous. It is 
calld, © Natural Reflexions on the con- 
duct of Great-Britain in the preſent 
« War.” As I have uſed my beſt en- 
deavours to preſerve the energy of the 
Engliſh expreſſion, in this French tranſ- 
lation, I have printed it in quarto,. with- 
the original, in two columns, I take 
the liberty to ſend you a copy, that you 
may judge if my tranſlation be juſt, and 
whether our printing be improved. The 
| bookſeller Hande, has left nothing un- 
done to procure an elegant impreſſion. 
You will do me the favor to give me your 
opinion without reſerve, and be aſſured, 
that no man in the world is with greater 
9 _—__ 
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Berlin, 2 10, 1745. 


e. 


HIL E you 0 „ in 
the country, with the vintage, 
die of diſguſt in Berlin, for want of 
your company. I feel, every day more 
:fenſibly, how difficult it is for me to live 
ſeparated from you. However, you 
have commanded me to write to you, 
and this command 800 a real con- 
Jolation. 

Tou dont require that J ſhould ſend 
you news, for you -dont with that my 
letter ſhould reſemble a Gazette; nor do 
you afk a fatirical defcriprion of what 
pes at court, or in the city: but you 
deſire that I would give you my ſenti- 
ments without reſerve, on ſubjects that 
r | . 5 more 


* 
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more nearly concern you: that we ſhould 
maintain a rational intercourſe. In a 
word, that our correſpondence ſhould 
ſupply the place of converſation, Now 
all this would be highly agreeable to me, 
provided my ſentiments be happy e- 
nough to concide with yours, and that 
I do not, by blundering on wrong prin- 
ciples, forfeit that good opinion you are 
pleaſd to entertain of .me. 


For a trial, Madam, I will hear re- 


late the ſubſtance of the laſt converſation 
we had at the lady your mothers. You 
know that a coquette is an inexhauſtible 
ſubject. For theſe animals afford occa- 
ſion for a thouſand reflexions. I ſhould 
not treat this ſubject with ſo much free- 


dom, were I not certain that your ſoul 


is incapable of admitting the leaſt taint 
of ſo baſe a paſſion as coquetry. 
I devide the ſex into four clafles ; and 
® 8 firſt I place; be good ſort of Woe 
| Theſe have neither bony wit, 


2 K 6 nor 
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nor ſentiment. They grow like plants; 
move like machines ; place their great 
happineſs in their good man ; juſt pro- 
Pagate their ſpecies ; and by their death 
acquire the title of honeſt good ſort of 

women; which is given them by the 
common people, and which my take 
with them to the grave. | 

In the next claſs I place ; the ſenfibh ble 
Weman. Theſe j join to a diſcerning mind, 

a heart full of ſenſibility. They know 
ws well, that there are other men in the 
world who have merit, beſides their 
husbands. Theſe are cautious in deter- . 
mining; examin. well the characters of 
thoſe to whom they devote themfelves ; 
and having once made a good choice, 
place their greateſt honor in ſincerity and 
conſtancy. They are rather ſparing of 
their favors; but they know that love 
muſt be cheriſhd, for nothing in nature 
can ſubſiſt without nouriſhment. Theſe 
are ever careful to preſerve a due deco- 
| 33 rum 
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rum in life, and to maintain at once, 
their own nnn, and their busbands 


honor. 
In the third 45 I places, the 8 


lanteſs: theſe make the chief happineſs 
of life to conſiſt in obtaining, without 
much regard to the opinion of the world, 


a gallant; ; whom tkey change as often 


as opportunity and inclination prompt; 
obſerving this reſtriction however, never 
to be guilty of the leaſt infidelity to their 
friend, ſo long as the connection ſubſiſts. 
The fourth claſs conſiſts of Coguettes: 
theſe are a ſort of weather cocks, or if 
you pleaſe, hens; who are never fixd to 
any certain point till they begin to ruſt. 
So long as they have any remains of 
charms, they are in continual purſuit of 
new conqueſts; to obtain which they 


make uſe of every poſſible art. And it yet 


remains a queſtion, which is the moſt diſ- 
picable; he that receives all their favors;, 
or he that is the dupe of his credulity, 
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the moſt amiable of your ſex, 
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This however is certain, that coquetry it- 
#elf is founded on falfehood, and is a ſure 
ſign of a mean, and treacherous ſoul. A 
woman of this fort muſt either deceive 
the lover the has, or him ſhe ſeeks to 
Have: there is no third way, Her whole 
conduct 1s founded on wrong principles. 


Her chief aim is to be lovd, or at leaft 
reſpected. But the obtains neither one, 


mor the other. She is the bubble of her 
own game. Men of ſenſe and ſpirit 


deſpiſe her, and ſhe can only impoſe an 


thoſe ignorant, tafteleſs wretches, who 


know uf no merit in a lady, ſuperior to 


that of a common proftitute. A noble 


— 


No aocording to this natural plan, in 
which claſs, Madam, would a lady of 
denſe and merit, make her election? 1 


leave you to determin. But by the 


place you bear in my heart, I well know, 
in which claſs 1 would place you, and 


Had | 
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Had I a daughter, I would wiſh her 
diſcreet, or ſenſible, or at leaſt gallant; 
but by no means coquetiſn. This is the 
only diſpoſition to which I have an aver- 
ſion: as nothing is ſo oppoſite to ſincerity 
as this. It is to no purpoſe to ſay that 
the jealouſy of mankind, frequently mag- 
nifys the object, or makes a conduct quite 
blameleſs, appear to be coquetry. Na, 
my deareſt friend, the eye of a ſenſible 
man can never be fo groſſy deceivd. The 
ooquettes are continually complaining of 
their huſbands or lovers jealouſy; this as 
the common cry; and the jealous. man is 
deſpiſed, inſulted, ridiculed. _ |; 
The human mind is ever the fame 
thing. Our laws and our cuſtoms, our 
morals and opinions, are full of contra- 
diction, I an injurd gentleman ſeeks 
his revenge in a duel, and at the hazard 
af his own life, Kills his adverſary ; his 
prince orders him to receive his reward 
from rhe hands of the hangman, . Does 


— . 
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he have recourſe to the law, and refuſe to 
vindicate his honor with his ſword; his 
companions eſteem it a difgrace to rank 


with him, and his prince diſmiſſes him 


from his ſervice as a coward. Has a 
huſband or a lover the misfortune to meet 
with a faithleſs wife or miſtreſs; he is 
loaded with contempt and ridicule; with 
the moſt poignant and difgraceful inſults; 


nay, his very honor ſuffers by his mis- 


fortune. Does the huſband or lover en- 
tertain ſuſpicions ; does he bear a watch- 
ful eye over the behaviour of his wife or 
miſtreſs, or reftrain her conduct; every 
one crys out: what a ridiculous fellow! 
what a jealous fool! how worthy is ſuch 
a wretch to be deceivd! EE. 

And whence ariſe this inconſiſtency ? 
partly from one ſex, and partly from the 
other. The men ridicule and decry 


jealouſy on the one hand, becauſe it is 


frequently an obſtacle in the purſuit of 


their favorit pleaſure ; and on the other, 
becauſe + 
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becauſe they would perſuade the ladys 
their averſion to it is ſo great, that they 
cannot poſſibly be ſuſpected to harbour 
the leaſt tincture of it. And the ladys 
exclaim againſt this abominable vice, 
becauſe the reſtraint that any man lays on 
his wife, is regarded as an inſult offerd to 
the whole ſex, and conſequently as a crime 
that deſerves the moſt exemplary puniſh- 
ment. To ſpeak impartially, one original 
may have many copys. The tyranny of 
mankind is already ſhocking; and reaſon 
juſtifys every poſſible means that can be ' 
made uſe of, to prevent its increaſe ; and . 
to render a groundleſs jealouſy, deſervedly 2 _ 
ridiculous, fs 1 4 
Permit me, Madam, to add ond 1800 =_ 
reflexion. The coquettes object to their 
huſbands or lovers, that they carry their 1 
ſuſpicions to exceſs ; that they magnify J hi 
an ant to an elephant; that a ſingle look, 0 
a glance, is ſufficient to ſet them in a 
rage. But that very look, that glance 
2 = only, 
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only, is a dagger in the heart of a man 
that ſincerely and tenderly loves: and [I 
think a man of ſenſibility would not be 
long in determining, whether his miſtreſs 
ſhould paſs thro the hands of half a dozen 
huſſars, by mere force; or that ſhe ſhould 
caſt one wiſhful look, or heave one tender 
ſigh for his rival: for the one would be 
a tranſient injury, the other a laſting mis- 
fortune. Beſides, the favorable attention; 
the ſtolen glance; the tender regard; 


which a lady beſtows on her lover, even 


in the midſt of a public company, make 
an eſſential part of her favors : but the 
moment they are conferd on another, 
they not only loſe all their merit, but 
afford a ſtrong mark of infidelity. And 


1 had much rather a lady would ſay to 
me, as Ninon of Enclos ſaid to her lover: 


Sir, I have bad a great misfortune the 


laßt might; for ] baue ceasd to love you,” 
than to deceive me while dhe is endea- 
vouring at a new conqueſt, For tho I 


might 
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might quarrel with her inconſtancy, yet 

muſt 1 neceſſarily admire her frank and 

generous behaviour. ; 

What is here ſaid, Madam, cannot. in 
the leaſt regard you:. for during the 
years that J have been devoted to your 
ſervice, I have never ſuffered the leaſt ſuſ- 
picion of your ſincerity, to enter my mind. 
And I find in your abſence, by a conti- 
nually increaſing anxiety, how dear to my 
heart, ſo faithful a miſtreſs is; and ſhall 
never ceaſe, to my lateſtbreath, to cheriſh 
that pure love, foundedon the moſt perfe& 
eſteem, which I now bear you. Do me 
the favour to give me your opinion of 
theſe general reflexions, and where 1 
have erred &e me ajghe. 
Lam, with much ſtronger Addon | 
than it is in the power of words k 
Madam, your, dec. 


1 2 J 
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T oM. von Sthven, at Chriſtian- Erlangen, 
Berlin, kb 1745. 
M dear Brother, . 


EAT H, who has ever been my 
greateſt enemy, has juſt now de- 


prived me of my beſt friend; my patron, 


my councellor, my other father. T his 
was the privy councellor Jordan; who 
was ſuperintendant of all the kings uni- 
verſitys; director of the hoſpitals; and 
vice preſident of the roial academy of 
ſcience in Berlin, His diſorder was an 
incurable, and toward the end of his life, 


aà violent aſthma. After eleven months 


illneſs, he died laſt night, in the 45th 


year of his age; in the arms of his 
family, but particularly in thoſe of his 


near relation, M. Gualthieri, a French 


Preacher ; 5 
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preacher; and one whoſe ſagacity, learn- 
ing and piety, make him deſervedly 
eſteemd. Alas! what judgement, what 
knowledge, what virtue, are gone with 
my dear Jordan to the grave. O! that 
when he took his fight to heaven, he 
could have left me, like another Elias, 
his mantle : that he could have left me, 
his learning and experience in life | Such 
a legacy would have been far more valu- 
able to me, than all the riches of Peru. 


The public is frequently ſubje& to 
great prejudice; and they who enjoy the 


favor of their prince, are the conſtant butt 
of envy and detraction. Now as the 
merit of M. Jordan could not be denyd, 

and as no objection could be made to his 
morals, they maliciouſly endeavourd to 
raiſe ſuſpicions of his belief in Chriſtianity; 
and even to inſinuate that he had no 
religion. As it is the nature of detraction 
to draw poiſon from the wholſomeſt fruit, 
ſo it inferd from the reſolution M. Jordan 


„„ had 
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had taken, to quit the pulpit, and leave 
his congregation at Prenzlau, that he had 
no longer any regard for religion. The 
bigots whiſperd in the ears of well 
meaning people, that he had embraced 
the notions of Spinoza, Hobbs, Toland, 
and Tindal: and theſe, impoſed on by 
ſuch bold ſcandal, readily believd, that 
he was too honeſt a man, any longer to 
profeſs a religion in which he had no 
faith. The truth however was this; M. 
Jordan had been, a long time before, 
attackd by the diſorder which brought 
him to the grave: his lungs were im- 
paird, and a frequent expectoration of 
blood, forbade him to irritate them by 


conſtant preaching. He had, beſide, no 
extraordinary talents for the pul pit, His 


curacy ſcarce brought him in ſo much as 
he expended on his library; and there was : 
no proſpect, as a Calviniſt, of his ever 
arriving to any preferment in the church. 
Add to all this, the loſs of a wife, whom 
3 he 
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he lovd with a boundleſs affection, and 
whoſe death almoſt e him of 
reaſon. | 

In this diſagreeable We Mr. 
Jordan was, when his patroneſs, the ba- 
roneſs of Knyphauſen, made him the pro- 
poſal, to quit an employment that was ſo 
inconvenient for him, and to attend her 
eldeſt ſon, on a journey to Holland, Eng- 
land and France. What prieſt, I aſk you 
very ſeriouſly, in his ſituation, would 


have refuſed ſuch an offer? What followd 7 


M. Jordan left his curacy and undertook 
a learned tour, of which he has given us 


ſo copious, entertaining and inſtructive 


an account. 
As it is not given to me, to ſearch i in- 


to the heart of man, I cannot pretend to 
ſay with what conviction, it pleaſed the 
Almighty, to enforce the truths of Chriſti- 
anity on the mind of my very worthy 
friend. But this I muſt confeſs, that he 
was ever very reſervd on that head and 


| that 
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that I have known him maintain many 
other points of learning with more 
warmth. The morals of Chriſtianity 


however, he certainly highly eſteemd, and 


daily practiſd. I know well enough, 
that you have heard more than once of 
his ſuppoſed infidelity ; and that you will 
hear more than once of his pretended 


ſolemn converſion. This affair has not 


been conducted without a little pious 
fraud; to which it is eaſy to aſcribe, 
either more or leſs, good intention. But 
of this 1 can aſſure you, that I did not 
quit him till a very ſhort time before his 
death, and that I conſtantly found him in 
a pious and chriſtian diſpoſition; in the 
true temper of a chriſtian philoſopher; 
and that I obſervd nothing like a boaſted 
converſion; or any thing of that low 


enthuſiaſm, which ſo frequently attends a 


death bed. 
A few days before his death, he aid 7 


to me, among other things, * Remember! 


that 
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e that I die in the belief of the divine miffion 


& of Feſus Chriſt; and ſay it to the king, 


* when you find a fit opportunity.” 


M. Jordan was not a genius of the firſt. 


rank; he was however a man of ſtrong 


ſenſe ; of a chearful, pleaſing diſpoſition ; 


of very great learning, and of a moſt 


excellent heart. He had a real love for 


learning, and uſed every poſſible endea- 
your to encourage it. His library was 
his miſtreſs. He ſpoke well, tho he 


wrote but indifferently. A too great 


vivacity made him impatient ; he allowd 


himſelf but little time for the choice of 
his matter, or the manner of expreſſion, 


and ſtill leſs for reviſing what he had once 
wrote, The Graces are coy, and he muſt 


woo them in earneſt, who expects to ob- 
tain their favors, As for the reſt, he was 


faithful to his prince, whom he almoſt 
adored ; warm in his friendſhip ; tender 


to his children; merciful to the diſtreſsd: 


in ſhort, a good ſervant, a good maſter, 
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a good father, a ſincere friend; and in 
one word, an excellent citizen. | 
You will eaſily believe, Sir, that the 
loſs of ſuch a friend, muſt affect me moſt 
ſenſibly. : and that his death has made a 
total change in my way of living.' This 
dwelling is now. become irkſom. to me, 
and I never paſs the door of his chamber, 
without a renewal of my grief, Would I 
were with you! in your company I ſhould 
find a real conſolation, Adieu. 
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LETTER. XXL 
To my Morkkk, at Hamburgh. 


2 


Berlin, April 10, 1 745. 
HAT earneſt and tender con- 
cern, you at all times expreſs for 
my welfare, obliges me in duty, my 
deareſt mother, to give you the earlieſt 


intelligence of every good fortune that 
befalls 


18 
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befalls me; and whieh I conſtantly aſ- 


cribe, in great degree, to thoſe fervent 


ſupplications you offer to the divine pro- 


vidence for my proſperity. 


I was ſtill in the deepeſt affliction for 
the loſs of my friend and protector M. 


Jordan, when count Podewils, firſt ca- 


binet miniſter, came and acquainted me, 
that the king in the midſt of the fa- 
tigues of a buſy campaign, had con- 
ſiderd of giving his youngeſt brother 
prince Ferdinand, another preceptor *; 


and that his majeſty, with the approba- 


tion of the queen mother, had appointed 
me to that important office. That the 
king had directed him to make me the 
offer, and to allow me three days for 


conſideration, when I was to deliver my 


anſwer at the feet of her majeſty the 
queen mother. 


4 . * „ — 8 


— * ** ** - . 
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us Prince Ferdinand was born May 23, 17 30, and 
was therefore at this time in his fifteenth year. 
* Mu I con- 


an LETTER XXI. 

I confeſs to you, madam, that this 
offer, gracious as it was, gave me cauſe 
for very ſerious reflection. I ſee right 
well, that this poſt by connecting me 
more cloſely with the court, affords me 
a noble proſpect in futurity. But then, 
at my time of life, to be preceptor to a 
gay and fiery prince !=—To teach him 
ſciences that I have but juſt begun to 
learn myſelf! — Ambition however, armd 
with a little temerity, ſoon conquerd 
theſe difficultys. I-waited on the queen 
therefore, and told her majeſty, that I 
flatterd myſelf I was qualifyd to con- 
tribute to make her illuſtrious ſon, ' a 
virtuous and highly accompliſhd prince. 
That I ſhould uſe all poſſible labor and 
attention that his highneſs might obtain 
as well the one, as the other of thoſe 
qualifications, That I accepted this of- 
fice with the deepeſt ſenſe of obligation, 
and with a moſt lively deſire of render- 

ing myſelf worthy of it; but that I be- 
: ſought 


Er 


fought their majeſtys, ſtill to regard the 
behaviour of the prince. This the queen 
was graciouſly pleaſd to promis me; and 
told me, that in a few days, I ſhould re- 


ceive my patent, and his majeſty's in- 


ſtructions; and in the mean time ſhould 
prepare myſelf for my new office; and 
that ſhe would order an apartment in the 
palace, near to the prince, to be made 
ready for me. 

80 you now ſee me, my deareſt mo- 
ther, in a quite new ſcene of lite: in 
which I ſhall ſtrain every faculty, to an- 
ſwer the expectations of their majeſtys, 
the court, and the people; and in which 


my zeal muſt ſupply the defects of abi. 
lity. I thought this news fo intereſting 


that I ought not to omit acquainting you 
with it; but have ſo many affairs to re- 


gulate, that I cannot poſſibly now, give 


you a more circumſtantial account. Ac- 


cept of the profeſſions of my reſpect, 


with your wonted goodneſs, and reſt aſ- 


24 ſured: 
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fared that to the laſt hour of my life, 1 
ſhall never ceaſe to be, Be. — 


ieee 
LEETT ER XXII. 
To M. von Sruvrx, at Erlangen. 


Berlin, June 4 1 745 · 


ou are quite right, my dear 
| brother, when you ſuppoſe me in 
no ſmall perplexity, as well with regard 
to the manner of treatment, as the plan 
of inſtruction, neceſſary to be obſervd in 
educating the young prince committed 
to my care. But the king, by ſending 
me a very comprehenſive draft, has given 
me a clew to this labyrinth. As his 
roial highneſs has already made ſome 
progreſs in the Latin tongue, his ma- 
Jeſty does not ſay uy thing about that. 
| * 
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Major Humbert is appointed, under my 
inſpection, to inſtruct him in the ma- 
thematics, and particularly in fortifica- i 
tion. M. Sack, firſt chaplain to „ i 
king, in the principles of the chriſtian & + 
religion: and M. John des Champs, in | 
_ philoſophy. I for my own part, employ þ 
three hours in the morning, and two in 4 
the afternoon with him in ſtudy; and to 
theſe five hours I aſſign every day a dif- [if 
ferent ſcience ; and I inſtruct him. i 
1. In hiſtory ; of which I have drawn 1 
up a ſhort plan, under the title of,, KA | 
* chronological abſtract, of a general [i 
e eccleſiaſtical and civil hiſtory,” The 1 
firſt part contains an explanation of the 1 
principles of chronology, and of the 1 
technical terms therein uſed. The ſe- „ 
cond, a ſhort abſtract of the Jewiſh hiſtory, = 
from the creation of the world, to the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem : and then an ac 
count of the four ancient monarchys, from 
their origin, to the diviſion of the Roman 
L4 | em- 
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empire; and ſo on to the tranſlation of 


the imperial ſeat to Conſtantinople : and 


to this I have added a ſhort acount of 
the other aborigines of the earth; ſuch 
as the Celtes, Scythians, Chineſe, Egyp- 
tians, Phœnicians, Carthaginians, Teu- 
tonics, and other nations of whom any 
account has been -handed down to us. 
The third part contains, the hiſtory of 
the middle ages, under the eaſtern and 
weſtern empires; together with the hiſ- 
tory of the Caliphs, Sarazins, Mahome- 


| tans, and their irruptions, &c. from the 


reign of Conſtantine the great, to the 
reſtoration of the weſtern empire by 
Charles the great; and ſo on to the ex- 
tinction of that family. The fourth 
part contains an account.of the preſent 
ſtate of the empires, kingdoms, and re- 
publics of the earth; and of the altera- 
tions they have undergone. The fifth, 
the hiſtory of the Germanic empire. The 


ſixth, the hiſtory of the houſe of Bran- 
den- 
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denburg. And the ſeventh treats of ec- 
Cleſiaſtical hiſtory. You ſee well that all 
this is but a mere ſkeleton, to which I 
muſt endeavour to give fleſh and blood; 
and animate, as well as may be, in the 


courſe of my lectures. 


2. I inſtruct him in the principles of 


geography; and in the uſe of the dif- 


ferent ſorts of maps and * ancient 


and modern. 


3. In genealogy, of which however 1 


give him but ſhort lectures, that I may 
not too much burthen his memory. 


4. In the laws of nature and nations ;. 


where I follow the method of Puffen- 
dorf, in his treatiſe on that ſubject. . 
g. In politics, or the art of govern- 


ment; of which I give him * ſhort. 


ſtrictures in writing. 

6. In the conſtitutional principles o 
the Germanic body; of which I = 
him-an abſtract 'drawn from. the ſmalt; 

„ Work 
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work of Maſcov, intitled Maſcouii prix: | 
cipia juris publici. | 


7. In rhetoric ; where I endeavour | to 
point out to him, the method of obtain- 


ing a correct ſtyle; but more particularly 


in the compoſing of German and F rench 


letters. 


In the hours of relaxation; or when 1 
obſerve that the prince is not inclined to 
ſtudy, we read ſome of the beft poets and 
orators, ancient and modern ; remark- 
ing as we go on, the beautys, and not 
unfrequently the faults, that occur; en- 
deavouring thereby to form his taſte. 
Occaſionally too, I inform him of the 
nature of antiquitys, medals, and other 


ornamentative parts of learning; at leaſt 


fo far, that he may not be entirely igno- 
rant of them. 

And altho this young prince were at 
firſt, rather averſe to my inſtructions; 


yet I now perceive, with very great ſa- 


tisfaction, that he begins to reliſh them 
| and 
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and that he repoſes an entire confidence 
in me. I take great care not to overload 
his memory, or to confine his attention 
too cloſely. At the begining he had a 
Find of diſguſt for learning, all his incli- 
nations were turnd to war and hunting. 
Now he reminds me himſelf of the hours 
of ſtudy ; and hears me with an atten- 
tion that gives me inexpreſſible pleaſure. 
Hiſtory ſeems to be his favorit ſtudy: 
He takes great pains too, in improving 
his ſtyle, and begins to expreſs himſelf 
with uncommon elegance. By what I 
have hitherto been able to diſcoyer of his 
character, he appears to have a vigorous 
and active mind, and a noble heart. His 

education ſeems to me, to have been 
ſomewhat neglected; and his tutor ap- 
pears to have taken too little pains in 
giving him that dignity of ſentiment ſo 
proper for a perſon of his exalted rank. 
When I have ſo far ſucceded, as to change 
ſome of his preſent inclinations, which I 
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flatter myſelf J ſhall do, I ſhall then re- 


joice with my whole heart. And when 
T lay down my office, I hope to preſent 


the king, with a learned and polite, and 


what is more, a virtuous prince. To 
effect this, I ſpare neither care, nor pains. 
All my converſation at table, in our 
walks, and even at our diverſions, tend 
to this point; ſtill, however, concealing 
the preacher, ſometimes under the maſk 
of a friend, and ſometimes under the 
habit of a jeſter. 

Give me, I entreat you, your opinion 
of this plan without flattery, for I ſhall 


be ever willing to alter it, in conformity 


to your better judgment; as I am by 
no means prejudiced in favor of my own 
opinion in theſe matters. Embrace my 
dear ſiſter, and believe that there 1 is not a 
man in the world, who is more Perfectly 


yours than, &c. 


i | 1 
LET 
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To my BROTHER, at Hamburg, 


_ Berlin, Dec. 1, 1745. 
10 confeſs he truth, my dear 


three weeks paſt, in a terrible conſterna- 


tion. ' How horrible an evil is war. 


When heroes are ambitious of adorning 


their brows with laurels, thoſe laurels are 
| conſtantly ſtaind with human blood, which 


in my eyes tarniſhes all their luſtre.” And 
what miſery do not others ſuffer, who 
are not immediately ſacrificed to their 
ambition! Were I to make a dictionary, 


1 think I ſhould not allow the word War 


any place in it. I ſhall here give you a 
ſhort relation of what has paſſd in this 
remarkable period; a period that I. ſhall 
never forget. | | 
| After 


brother, we have been for theſe 
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After the renownd battles of F Bebe 
and Sohr, the king had great reaſon to 
believe, that his enemys were ſufficiently 
weakened, and the year ſo far ſpent, that 
he might put his army into winter quar- 
ters, retire himſelf to Berlin, and there 
after an immeaſureable fatigue, enjoy ſome 
months repoſe. . Several regiments of 
infantry therefore returnd to garriſon 
Berlin, among which, was that of his 
roial highneſs prince Ferdinand, my illu- 
ſtrious pupil. The king was attended by 
his body guards, who enterd the city in a 
kind of triumph. They had in their 
train, the cannon taken from the enemy 
in the laſt campaign. And each of the 
horſemen, who marchd two and two, boxe 
an Auſtrian color, or ſtandard : ſixty-· four 
of which were taken in the battle of Hohen- 
friedberg, and about twenty in that of Sohx. 


The proceſſion was long; and this terrible, 
and yet, relatively conſiderd, agreeable 


4 f tight 
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ſight, gave the inhabitants of Berlin in- 
conceivable pleaſur. ; | 
1 had placed my prince in a 1 
cover the gate of the palace, from whence 
we beheld theſe triumphant ſoldiers, who 
bore the trophys to the military church, 
there to be offerd to the God of hoſts, 
As I ſtood in this balcony, by the prince, 
and partook of the public joy, the cabinet 
miniſter M. von Bork, clapd me on' the 
ſhoulder, and whiſperd in my ear; 
& Ab! my dear friend, peace were better 
% than all this. Anxiety was ſtrongly 
markd in his countenance. Surprifed, 
as well by his look as his ſpeech, I aſkd 
him the meaning; You will know too 
% ſoon,” faid he; and turning from me, 
left me in great perplexity. 
That evening there was open table at 
ber majeſty the queen mothers. The 
whole court was brilliant, gay and happy. 
The king appeard ſo too: but as I had 
— ſome fuſpicions, I obſervd his 


majeſty 


— 
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majeſty with attention, and I thought 1 
perceivd. that his heart was not ſo gay as 
his countenance : and that his mind was 
buſyd with a ſcene very different from 
| that which was then before him. I went 
however quietly to bed; but did not 
remain long there; for at four in the 
morning, colonel von Quadt waked me, 
by knocking at my door. I jumpd out 
of bed, threw my night gown over me, 
and opend the door. He enterd with a 
perplexd countenance; and as all the 
ſervants lay buryd in fleep, we made a 
fire with the help of the guard who ſtood 
at my door. As ſoon. as we were alone, 
he ſaid to me: © There is ſome im- 
portant enterpriſe, Sir, now in agita- 
e tion. I have receivd orders laſt night, 
« to march with my regiment early in 
<« the morning, and to take my route by 
„ Croflen : the whole garriſon of Berlin 
114 c has receivd the ſame orders; and the 
2 i k king will follow in three days. I come 
17 | f to 
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4 to acquaint the prince with theſe 


« orders: and as I have many affairs to 
% regulate with his roial highneſs, I beg 
© that you will wake him directly.?“ 

I lipd my cloaths haſtily on, went to 
the prince, waked him as gently as poſſible, 
and told him the buſineſs in a few words. 
He came to us immediately ; and after 
he had made the neceſſary diſpoſitions for 
the regiment, with M. von Quadt, we 


breakfaſted, dreſsd, and went to the king. 


We found a great buſtle in the anti- 
chamber; it was filld with miniſters of 


ſtate, generals, adjutants, engineers, and 


other officers; whoſe early appearance 
might make one think that Hannibal was 
at the gates. I took particular notice of 
the old prince of Anhalt Deſſau; who 
with a gloomy and ofttimes angry mien, 
always entertaind a kindneſs for me. I 
approachd the prince, and aſkd him, very 
ſoftly, what was the cauſe of this great 
and ſudden commotion. He told me, 
z 2 that 
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that the king had diſcoverd a plan of 
operation, concerted by his enemys, by 
which they intended to attack him in the 


winter in five different places at the ſame 


time; and if it were poſſible, totally to 
overthrow him. The moſt conſiderable 
of theſe five armys was to enter the kings 
dominions by the way of Croſſen, and to 


cut off his communication with Sileſia; 


the ſecond was to enter Upper Sileſia; and 
the third the Niederlauſitz ; a fourth was 
to march thro Leipſig and Hall, ard 
penetrate into Magdeburg; and laſtly 
the fifth, conſiſting of about 20,000 men, 
were to croſs the Erzgebirgiſchen circle; 
march directly to Berlin and poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of this capital : and by theſe means 
they were determind to give a mortal 
blow to the kings powers. 
This project appeard to me, ES 
temptible than terrible; more vain than 


feaſible; and far too operoſe to afford any 


ons of great danger. I faid 
therefore 


. ²˙¹ wm 2 
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therefore to the prince of Anhalt: 


T 
cc 
c 
ce 
8 cc 
cc 
ee 
40 


cc 


cc 


flight: and that therefore this ſepara- 


* 
(c 
te 


cc 


ce 


vs 


Surely the enemy muſt have forgot, 
that they have to encounter with a 


wary and active prince; who will not 


fail to collect his forces inſtantly, and 
to form one, or two powerful armys, 
with which he will attack one of theſe 
five bodys, and in all probability de- 
feat it; and when one of them is diſ- 
perſd, the reſt will ſeek their ſafety in 


tion of their forces, muſt neceffarily 
tend to our advantage. And if his 
majeſty ſhould be obliged to attack 
theſe divided bodys, 'one after the 


other, he will check them, now here, 


now there ; ; and in the end will check- 
mate them all, in his own dominions.““ 


The old prince laughd, and ſaid : ** Why 


cc 


66 


be 


this is the very opinion the.king and I 
have of the matter, and. that is the 


* cauſe of all the movements you now 


ſee. 
And 
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And in fact, the prince of Anhalt, ſet 
out the next day for Hall, where-he 
aſlembled an army : and two days after, 
the king left Berlin and went to Croſſen, 
where prince Henry lay ill of the ſmall- 
pox. The night before his departur, the 
king ſupd with the two queens and the 
reft of the roial family : there was no one 
elſe at table, except the lady of the high 
ſteward, and count Podewils. We other 
courtiers, ſupd with the ladys at another 
table; which was not quite ſo gay as it had 
fometimes been. As ſoon as their ma- 
jeſtys roſe from table, we went into the 
dining-hall ; and there we were witneſſes 
of that tender and affectionate farewell, 
which the king took of the queens, and 
of his ſiſter and brother. As his majeſty 
was going out of the hall, he ſaw count 
Podewils ſtanding near the door, who 
offerd to kiſs his hand, but his majeſty 
embraced him, and ſaid, © Adieu, my 
dear count, take good care of yourſelf, 

and 
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© and if any misfortune ſhould befall 
e me, remember that you have loſt a 
te ſincere friend,” Theſe words pierced 
me to the heart, I approachd, full of 
grief, to take my leave, and his majeſty 
receivd the offering of my reſpectful 
wiſhes, very graciouſly. His roial high» 
neſs the prince of Pruſſia and count Ro- 
thenburg, were named' to attend the 
king in his coach. As his majeſty went 
out, the prince ſaid to me: It is late, 
“ and we are to ſet off at break of day; 
e] muſt not go to bed, but will paſs the 
« night with my brother Ferdinand: let 
„ Gy have a m_ warm chamber” and 
£6 cards.“ 

J haſtend Lats: to my princes 
chamber, and made all ready ; and pre- 
ſently after came their highneſſes, at : 
tended by count Rothenburg, and colonel 
Kreytzen. We ſat down to play, 
we playd like machines; for our attention 
was every moment taken off, ſometimes 
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by reflecting on the preſent critical ſitua- 
tion of affairs, and ſometimes on the ap- 
proaching ſeparation. But ſcarce was 
this gloomy night half over, before word 
was brought that the king was up. The 
princes prepared immediately to attend 
him, and we to follow them. As we 
were going out, the prince of-Pruſſia ſaid 
to M. Kreytzen and me, that he had ſtill 
at the caſtle of Wuſterhauſen, a treaſur 
of old Rheniſh* wine, that was a legacy 


from the king his father; and which he 


was very unwilling ſhould be drank out 
by the Pandures; he orderd us therefore 
to write to the governor of the caſtle» 


-that on the firſt appearance of danger, he 


ſhould ſend it to us, at Berlin. 
We found very few courtiers in the 


antichamber. A friend whiſperd in my 


ear, that his majeſty had left orders for 
500 horſe, to hold themſelves i in readi- 
neſs, to eſcort the court to Stettin, in 
caſe that general Grühn, ſhould advance 

into 
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into the neighbourhood of Berlin. The 
king ſoon appeard; and never did I ſee 

him more gay, with 'a more pleaſing 
countenance, and higher ſpirits, than at 
that moment: full of pleaſantry, he 
ſeated himſelf in the coach, with his bro- 
ther and general Rothenburg; and at- 
tended by our moſt ardent wiſhes, ſet off 
full gallop. 

No ſooner was the king gone than the 
court and the city of Berlin put on a 
gloomy, anxious, and dejected counte- 
nance; which however was ſoon turnd 
into the face of war. We heard from 
every ſide reports of the enemys approach: 
every day theſe reports grew louder, and 
increaſd our dangers and our fears. We 
had in the town, a garriſon of four batta- 
lions; about 2000 recruits, which were 
already exerciſed, and of which two other 
battalions were formd ; one of which was 
commanded by colonel Kreytzen, andthe 
other by major Jarriges of the cadets. 

| LT. We 


rr nr 
We had beſide, a good battalion of 
militia, commanded by general Kratch : 
about four ſquadrons of cavalry and 
hunters, and laſtly the cadet corps with 
ſome engineers : and in caſe of neceſſity, 
the king had given orders to draw from 
Potſdam, his firſt battalion of guards, 
and the uncorporated troops, which made 
part of that garriſon. And to put mat- 
ters in a ſtill better poſtur of defence, 
our generals thought proper to ſupply 
16,000. of the inhabitants with arms from 
the arſenal, and to divide them into com- 
panys, that were exerciſed every day: and 
theſe inhabitants of the capital of a war- 
like ſtate, and which was born in the lap 
of war, ſo to ſpeak, applyd themſelves to 
military operations, with a zeal and ability 
that ſurpaſd all imagination, General 
count Haak was commander of the town. 
We had beſide-mareſchal von Schmettau, 
field general of the ordnance ; his roial 
highneſs the margrave Henry; colonel 
von 
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von Reiſewitns and many other old and 
able officers. A plan of defence was 
drawn up; the town was divided into 
four quarters; a place of rendezvous was 
fixd, for the garriſon to repair to on the 
firſt alarm; and proper orders given to 
the troops, for their conduct, in caſe of 
neceſſity. N 3 
Berlin is, as you know, of a prodigious 
extent; half of it is encompaſſd with a 
brick wall, and half with a ſtrong pal- 
liſade. Before each gate was erected a 
kind of redoubte, which was planted with 
cannon: and a very reſpectable fort was 
conſtructed on an eminence near the town, 
which commanded the country round 
about: at different places behind the town 
wall, was erected a ſort of ſcaffold, from 
whence the garriſon might fire on the 
enemy: on the outſide of the palliſade, a 
wide trench was made, and by throwing 
the earth that came out of it, over the pal- 


liſade, a good breaſt-work was formd. 
Vol. I. M All 
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All theſe fortifications were planted in 


different parts with cannon; and they 
were conducted with ſo great alacrity, 


that in fourteen days the whole was com- 
pleted. I often accompanyd my prince, 
who found great pleaſur in viewing theſe 


preparations. One day, about noon, we 


met the marquis of V** the French 
miniſter, who ſaluted the prince, and 
aſkd him what they were going to do. 
To fortify the town, anſwerd the prince, 


and you marquis, what are you going to 
do? To fortify alſo, but it will be my 


ſtomach, gracious prince, replyd the 
marquis laughing, and took leave of the 
prince. It was manifeſt he had no great 
opinion of our works: and to ſay the 
truth, their ſecurity appeard to me very 
doubtful, The town was too large, the 
fortifications too ſlender, and the garriſon 


too weak, to make a defence againſt an 


attack, even tho it were not a regular one. 
All theſe precautious could at moſt, only 
; ſerve 
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ſerve to prevent a ſurpriſe, or to protect 
againſt the ravage of irregular troops; and 
to keep up the ſpirits of the people. We 
were three whole weeks in perfect peace 2 
our hunters and dragoons ſcourd the 
country all round and diſcoverd nothing. ö 
But at the ſame time we could not hear l 


* 
PPP ͤ TT 
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the leaſt news of the king, and that gave 
us the greateſt uneaſineſs. But as I was 


returning one night to the palace, I ob- | 
ſerved an uncommon hurry in the ſtreets . 
and on entring my princes chamber, he ” 
told me, there was bad news: that j 


general Grühn was in full march, and that i 
he would be in a very few days before | 
Berlin. This news ſurpriſed me prodi- 
gioully : I pretended, however, to pay no 
regard to it, and we went ynconcernedly 
to bed. But at four in the morning ſome- 
body knockd violently at my door: I 
jumpd out of bed in a great fright; and 
which was ſtill greater, when on opening 
the door, I receivd a letter from the 
M 2 governor 
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governor of Wuſterhauſen, acquainting 
me that they were preparing quarters for 
the Auſtrian troops, and that he had ſent 
me the wine. On going down ſtairs, 
my fears were again augmented by ſeeing 
a great number of waggons ſtand before 
the gate of the palace, in which they 
were packing the ſtate archives, in order 
to convey them to a place of greater 
ſafety. But the old bookſeller and 
gazetteer Haude, completed my conſter- 
nation, for he came running to me in his 
night gown, and told me that all was loſt ; 
for the enemy was within one, or at the 
moſt, two marches of the town. I ſlipd 
on my cloaths and haſtend to count 
Haak, who had juſt before received the 
news, and who appeard not to be 
quite ſo compoſed, as I could have wiſhd, 
I returnd from thence to the palace, 
| waked my prince, and told him how 
matters ſtood : and we immediately ſet 
about the neceſſary preparations ſor our 
departure. 
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departure. This was a dreadful day! 
The inhabitants of the ſuburbs came 


crowding into the city ; thoſe of the city 


were buſyd in finding out places, where to 


conceal their moſt valuable effects. Some 


left the town; others would have followd 


them, but could find no carriages. No- 


thing was to. be ſeen in the ſtreets, but 


coaches, carts, waggons, horſes, loaded 
with bales, boxes, trunks, &c. Dejection 


ſat in every countenance z amazement 


ſtared in every eye; on every ſide was 
heard the cry of diſtraction, and every 
houſe afforded a ſcene of confuſion and 
diſmay. 

This laſted for three days negation 
which were the moſt diſconſolate, that in 
my life I ever ſaw. The reports daily in- 
creaſd, and our danger ſeemd to aug- 


ment every moment. What added greatly 


to our mortification, was; to have in the 
midſt of us, the ambaſſador of a neutral 
powers but who in himſelf was by no 

M Hh means 
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means neutral: and who in the midſt of 
our greateſt diſtreſs, appeard at court, 
at the theatre, and in every houſe, with 
an air of triumph and inſultation : and 
took great pleaſure in propagating and 
augmenting, every report that could add 
to our dread and deſpondency. 

_ - Had our generals known the real 
ſtrength of count Grühns army, they 
would have certainly never had the leaſt 
concern at his approach : on the contrary, 
our garriſon joind by thoſe of Potſdam 
and Spandau, would have gone out to 
meet him, and chooſing ſome advan- 
tageous poſt, would have waited his 
coming, and no doubt, would eaſily have 
perſuaded him to return the ſame way he 
came. For his whole army conſiſted but 
of 8 or 9,000 men, the greateſt part of 
which too, were irregulars; and we had 
been made to believe that he had under 
his command, full 20,000 men. 
We remained in this dreadful anxiety, 
| three 
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three days and nights, which appeard to 
us as ſo many years. Our concern for 
the king, was nothing leſs than that for 
ourſelves. But 1 perceive, my dear 
brother, that my letter is already of an 

extravagant length; and the remembrance 
of this ſcene ſo much diſconceris me, that 
I find myſelf quite unable to proceed : by 
the next poſt however, I ſhall acquaint 
you with the principal circumſtances of 
the lucky change of this ſcene of terror 
and confuſion: in the mean time, permit 
me to recover myſelf, and to embrace 
you affectionately. I am, &c. 


"M4 LE. 


—— 
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To my BROTHER, at e 


1 Berlin, Dec. 10, 1745. 
1 My dear Brother, 
_ =” T was on a Friday: afternoon, in the 
I midſt of the greateſt confuſion, and 
- while many of the principal inhabitants 
1 were flying from the capital, that count 
1 Podewils receivd a courier, with an 
1 | account of the total defeat of the enemys 
4 forces near Hennerſdorf. I Thall ſay no 
more of it here. You will find a circum- 
ſtantial account in the gazettes, the 
mercurys, and other news papers, and I 
have no deſire to encroach on the province 
of thoſe writers. 

The court was that evening at the her 
majeſty the reigning queens. A dark 
cloud hung over the whole aſſembly, and 

there 
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there was not the leaſt hopes of ſeeing it 


diſperſd. As count Podewils came into 
court, he met in the antichamber, the 
miniſter of malign aſpect, of whom 1 
have made mention in my laſt letter: who 


aſkd him, with an air of pleaſantry, if 


he had not receivd ſome news. The 
count put on a ſorrowful countenance, 


and told him, in a complaining tone, 
that he had. Is it good news? ſays the 


other haſtily: you may judge by this, 
replyd the count, putting the letter into 


his hand: the ambaſſador went to one of 
the tables, and opend the paper. But 


ſcarce had he read the firſt line, when his 
countenance changed; he turnd pale; a 

kind of convulſion ſet all the muſcles of 
his face in motion; his ſpeech faild him, 
and he had but juſt power to aſk the 
count to help him to paper and a pencil: 


which when he had got, he ſat down to 


the table, and with a trembling hand, 


__ the date, and the n eircum- 
ſtances 
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ſtances of the victory. Never did I ſee 
a man ſo ſuddenly, and fo completely 
confounded. He, could only make his 
compliments to the queen en paſſant, and 
diſappeard inſtantly. He went directly 
to the princeſs of * * *, to ſup; where 


he ſhowd the ſtrongeſt tokens of deſpair, 


and could not eat a morſe]. 

As ſoon as ſhame and rage had drove 
this evil genius away, count Podewils 
went into the queens chamber, and ac- 
quainted her with the news; which her 
majeſty immediately communicated tothe 
whole court; and the ſame evening, in 
order to recover the ſpirits of the people, 
it was made known in every part of the 
town. The joy that this news occaſiond 
is not to be deſcribd. The inhabitants 
of Berlin reſembled thoſe wretched 
mariners, who have been expoſed for 
many days and nights, to the rage and 
howlings of a tempeſt ; but at length the 
wind ſubſides ; the thunder rolls at a 
diſtance; 
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diſtance ; the clouds diſperſe ; once more 


they ſee the light of heaven; and already 


enjoy in imagination, bright and peaceful 


days, And in fact, hope did not this 

time deceive us; for from that day for- 
ward, we had a continued ſeries of happy 
news; and peace, at laſt, completed our 
felicity. 

The next day 1 we receivd the confirma- 
tion of the battle of Hennerſdorf. Two 
days after, came news of the taking of 
Bautzen, . where. the king found a large 
magazine, and made ſeveral priſoners: 
In a few days more, an account of the 
further progreſs of his majeſty's arms, 
and of the retreat of prince Charles of 
Lorrain, who had retired to Bohemia. 
Another courier brought us the news of 
the old prince of Anhalt Deſſaus paſſing 
thro Hall, and the Saalkrais, and enter- 


ing Saxony. Another, the account of 


the taking of Leipzig by this prince, to 
vm the magiſtrates brought the keys, 
Do ang 
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and ſurrenderd at diſcretion. From day 
to day, our good fortune increaſd; and 
the return of prince Henry, perfectly 
Tecoverd from his diſorder, filld every 
heart with joy. Some of the fugitives 
returnd to the capital others remaind 
in their retreats, waiting the final event 
of the war. 

Some days had paſſd without receiving 
any particular news; but one evening, 
as I was returning early to the palace, 
from ſupping with a lady of my acquain- 
tance in the new town, my coach had 
ſcarce got half way thro that beautiful 
road, which they call the lime walk ; 
when J perceivd at a great diſtance, the 
light of fifty torches, paſſing over the 
knights bridge, and which ſeemd to come 
towards me. This I took at firſt for a 
funeral; but theſe torches paſſd like 
lightning, and jumpd about like an ignis 
fatuus. I orderd my coachman to 


drive faſter on; and as I came nearer 1 
heard 


FR: 
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heard the ſound of a great number of 
poſt horns; and preſently after ſaw this 


long troop ſtop before the palace of the 
margrave Henry. There I got out, and 
entering the palace ſaw all in motion; 
and enquiring the cauſe, found that the 
marquis Deſcouville, one of the lords of 
the queens bedchamber, who had ſervd 
in this campaign as a volunteer, had been 


diſpatchd by the King, as a courier, with 


the news of a complete victory, gaind by 
his majeſty's forces under the command 
of the prince of Anhalt Deſſau, over 


the Saxon army, near a village calld 


Keſſelſdorff. | | 
The marquis did not arrive at the 
gates of Berlin before eight in the even- 


ing, and as it was quite dark, the poſt- 


maſter provided him with fifty poſtilions, 
and as many wax torches; with which 
he made his entrance into Berlin. The 


report of his arrival was preſently ſpread 
throughout the whole town: and the in- 
Ds habitants | 
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habitants of thoſe - ſtreets thro which 
he paſſd to the palace, made bonfires 
before their doors, and illumind their 
houſe, which together made a very 
pleaſing appearance. 

After the. marquis had waited on the 
two queens, and the princes and princeſſes, 
he thought himſelf bound in duty, to wait 
on the margrave Henry, and his mar- 
graveſs, the ſon-in-law and daughter of 
the old prince of Anhalt, who had ob- 
taind this victory. And there I had from 
him, a circumſtantial account of it. I went 
from thence to the palace, to offer my 
congratulations to the queens and the 
princes and princeſſes; and found the 
whole court in the higheſt tranſports of 
exultation. 

The next day brought us a conſirma- 
tion, and the detail of this battle, with a 
liſt of the killd and priſoners. The day 
after we had an account of the taking of 


Dreſden, and of the retreat of the king of 
Poland, 


\ 
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Poland, from thence to Prage. Soon 
after we heard of the kings arrival at the 
capital, where his majeſty, after ſo great 
fatigue, allowd himſelf a ſhort repoſe, 
and cauſd Te Deum to be ſung, and an 
opera to be performd. At laſt count 
Podewils receivd orders to repair to 
Dreſden : and we immediately con- 
jecturd, that peace was not far off; and 
in fact our conjectures were not ill 
founded; for this, ſo greatly wiſnd, and 
ſo neceſſary peace, was ſoon after con- 
cluded in the capital of Saxony: under 
the auſpices of the king our ſovereign; 
and by the indefatigable labors of the 
cabinet miniſter count Podewils ; the 
Imperial miniſter count Kaunitz, the 
Britiſh miniſter Mr. Villiers; and the 
Saxon miniſter M. von Büläu. 
I ſhall ſay no more of this peace here. 
You will find a full account of it in the 


public papers. We expect ſoon the return 
- of 
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of his majeſty, and our hearts already 90 
forth to meet him. ms 
This, my dear brother, is ths ſhort 

| hiſtory of our danger, our diſtreſs, our 
deliverance, and once more returning 
peace. I flatter myſelf that this relation, 
long as it is, will not diſpleaſe you; for 
we have a natural deſire to know the 
circumſtances attending on the moſt re- 
markable events of our own times; but 

more eſpecially of thoſe, where happineſs, 
ſo unexpectedly riſes out of miſery. . I 
have given you this account, in as plain 
and conciſe a manner as I could. Your 
Imagination will ſupply what is wanting, 
and will decorate it with thoſe ornaments, 
which you ſo well know how to give. 
Adieu. 
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